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S EMPRONIA. 


LETTER I. 


COLONETL BELMONT. 
10 


LADY JULIA BELMONT 


Is a month, my charming Julia, ſhall 
I be reſtored to your affectionate boſom, 
Every hour I reckon till that bleſſed 
moment. Abſence has given you, if poſ- 
ſible, a more powerful claim upon every 
endearing tie. My ſoul hovers over that 
enchanting form which an angel might 
gaze upon and adore. But on your heart 
alone my felicity is founded; to that 
exalted virtue which diffuſes itſelf thro? 
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every ſentiment you utter. Yes, my 
deareſt Julia, that is the ſtrongeſt bond 
of conjugal bliſs. Perſonal attraction 
will captivate the ſenſes, but merit was 


gere them a laſting impreſſion. As we are ſo 


ſhortly to meet, and to meet never to 
part more, allow me, my lovely friend, 
to gently hint upon the only failing I 
could ever perceive, though I have ex- 
amined your character to the very ſource: 
this is, my amiable Julia, rather too 
accurate a diſcernment of thoſe perfec- 
tions which heaven has conferred upon 
you. Self-eſteem, to a certain point, is 
highly laudable; and it may require a 
very nice perception 


* To mark thoſe bounds where ſenſe and 
judgment meet z*” 


for believe me that in many points I am 
fo ſenſible of this very failing in myſelf, 
that 1 find it neceſſary to be reſtrained 
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by the only monitor whoſe example could 
produce that effect. The motive will, I 
am perſuaded, more than apologize for 
the above. But having had the honour 
to inliſt under your banners, to the ſame 
authority muſt I feel myſelf reſponſible, 
My military progreſs you ſhall know 
when we meet. Till then farewell, my 
deareſt, fondeſt, adored Julia. | 


C, BELMONT, 
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LETTER II. 


LADY JULIA BELMONT 
T O 


MONSIEUR DE LA ERIE 


H OW mortifying were the reflections 
which ſucceeded to your departure 
what tranſports of horror ſeized every 
ſenſe. Never can I ſupport—no, my 


friend, it is impoſſible. Your preſence 


alone can till that grief which preys upon 
my whole frame. Why did I conſent 
to a ſeparation I had not reſolution to 
bear? Excuſe my bluſhes; but to you 
am J indebted for the only happineſs I 
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ever felt. In your ſociety a thouſand 
charms preſented to my imagination, 
which render tne pangs of abſence dou— 
bly acute. What a comparative idea! 
No, Belmont has no ſhare in that heart 
he knew not how to prize. The honour 
of my alliance was too flattering to his 
ſoul; that alone captivated his ambl- 
tious ſpirit. Unworthy attachment ! 
which one raſh word has chained me to 
for ever. This remembrance embitters 
every moment of exiſtence. To live 
with him more I never can ſubmit, A 
calm indifference would not compenſate 
for the ſacrifice of a generous, mutual 
paſſion. Compulſive vows are impure 
even in the ſight of heaven. No tie can 
bind, no principle can ſanctify them. 
This truth, which you ſo often have en- 
deavoured to imprint upon my mind 
ſtrikes now with full force. Yes, my 
friend, I will conſent. Fly on the wings: 

B3 of 
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of love, and claim that heart devoted to 
you alone. This will reach you at B—. 
Adieu till to-morrow, 


JULIA BELMONT» 


LETTER III. 


COUNT DE BREVILLE. | 1 


TO THE 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 


1 Arrived at Challons late laſt night; | 
and indulging in ſome gloomy reflections, . 
was rouſed from my reverie by the ſound 9 
of a carriage driving very rapidly by the 
windows, I inſtantly enquired what tra- 
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veller it was. Some minutes paſſed be- 
fore the anſwer was brought me; every 
kand being employed in preparing 
horſes for the numerous retinue which 
preſently followed. The name of the 
gentleman, Sir, ſaid I'Hote, I know 
not, but he is impatient to get away, as 
he wiſhes to be at Dijon as ſoon as poſſi- 
ble. The horſes were putting to, when 
I bid him aſk that moment of one of the 
attendants, He returned with the name 
of the Duke de Grandinne. I fled from 
the room, and came up to him as he 
was ſtepping into his carriage. If you 
are the Duke de Grandinne, as I am in- 
formed, allow me to ſpeak a few words 
to your Grace. Moſt willingly, Sir, ſaid- 


he. We returned into the houſe. I acc 


quainted him who I was, with ſome few 
particulars; and in ten minutes it was 
agreed that for this night he ſhould take 
up his. abode at Challon. The meſlen- 
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ger he had not met; which, when he 
told me his route, exculpated Fidele 
from that negligence of which at the 
firſt inſtant J was diſpoſed to accuſe him. 
His Grace then informed me that his 
preſent return was occaſioned by unex- 
pected buſineſs. It therefore remained 
with me to give him the affeing ſtory z 
which I did as briefly as poſſible. The 
violent emotions he underwent during 
the recital, how did I wiſh to have ſpared. 
He feems to poſſeſs very warm feelings, 
and a tenderneſs of heart, even to the 
remembrance of the deceaſed, which ne- 
ver could have been more ſtrongly ex- 
cited. He ſaid but little till I came to 
that awful ſcene where ſhe 1s recovering 
from her trance, Pardon me, Sir 
but for a few moments—we will —ſuſ- 
pend He preſently made a ſig- 


nal for the remainder, which, when he 


had received, he endeavoured to ſay 
ſomething, 
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ſomething, but nature was too powerful 
for utterance. Fatigue, together with 
his perturbation of mind, had ſo over- 
come him, that I attempted to prevail 
on him to take reſt. A few moments, 
Sir, and I ſhall be myſelf. We conti- 
nued filent for ſome time; but from 
what I had already experienced, was 
convinced that his fortitude would ena- 
ble him to contend with his preſent mis- 
fortune, which had no further object to 
encreaſe it; for the reflection of paſt 
miſery, though potgnant for the moment, 
has in general ſo many alleviating cir- 
cumſtances, that it carries its remedy 
along with it; 


As I could not ſucceed in my firſt 
propoſal, and recollecting that neither 
of us had taken any refreſhment, I left 
the room and ordered a ſupper to be pre- 
pared in another with all expedition. 
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This was done, and we adjourned out 
buſineſs till his ſpirits were a little more 
recovered. A few glaſſes of good Bur- 
gundy effected this; and we then entered 
into a converſation which became very 
intereſting. As the paſt, my good Sir, 
ſaid he, cannot be recalled, reaſon bids 
us 'to bury it in oblivion. From this 
time let us cloſe the ſcene, and direct 
our views and attentions to thoſe bleſſings 
which are ſtill left. There is one point, 
faid his Grace, we have yet to aſcertain. 
I am wholly in the dark as to the per- 
ſon Lady Auguſta married. The letter 
you mention may explain this very im- 
portant queſtion. She gave me her 
honour, ſome months previous to her 
unfortunate eſcape, that her nuptials 
were at that period ſolemnized; but I 
never could prevail with her to diſcloſe 
the ſecret ſhe ſo raſnly had promiſed to 
conceal. This eircumſtance may weigh 
| 3 with 
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with Lord Harville, Pride, I know to 
be his ſtrong paſſion; and in many in- 
ſtances to blind that good underſtanding 
which muſt be allowed him. I confeſs 
to you, that from the character of his ſon, 
it is an alliance I ſhould gladly embrace. 
You tell me my charming niece is rather 
diſpoſed to favour the declaration which 
the Earl will ſhor:ly make. Her merits, 
from your repreſentation, will entitle 
her. to accept his propoſals; and ſhould 
this ſecret prove the obſtacle, all our 
hopes would be deſtroyed ; for her choice 
ſhall be my fole conſideration, She has 
ſuffered already too much injury for me 
not to make the future part of her life 
an immediate conſideration, The ties 
of blood may unite with it many duties, 
but her virtues, if they are not a little 
.embelliſhed by the partiality of friend- 
Mip, muſt endear her to my affection. 
Jo the benevolence of Alphonſo he did 


every 
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every juſtice, and expreſſed his obliga- 
tions to yourſelf and him in ſuch grateful 
terms, that to ſilence him upon the ſub- 
ject I was forced to yield. As a propriety 
in the Ducheſs, he approved of the ho- 
nours which had been conferred, with an 
exception, I think, to the title; obſerving 
there were ſome few points of etiquette 
which he could notyhave ſuggeſted, tho 
his particular wiſh, they ſhould not have 
been omitted; and enquired if the Du» 
cheſs had ſent information to his wife 
and family. I replied that I had not 
heard any mention made of itz but that 
her, Grace had expreſſed herſclf through 
the whole ſo very deſirous of leaving the 
diſcovery to be made by himſelf, as a 
pleaſure ſhe could not willingly withhold, 
that if there had been any ſteps taken he 


ſhould think wrong, the blame was ours. 
To this he made the moſt friendly reply; 
and every thing being ſettled, we agreed 

to 
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to ſeparate, and take our different routes 
early the next morning. On looking at 
my watch, we found, to our ſurprize, 
that time already paſt, It was near upon 
ſeven, that we gave immediate orders for 
our departure; and before eight were 
ſome miles from each other. Adieu. 
this goes tout de ſuite. 


DE BREVILLE, 


14 SEMPRONIA 


LE 4 0.6.K IT; 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 
TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE 


Tur Duke's conduct has affected 
me in the higheſt degree with admira- 
tion and reſpect; and though he hag 
taken very little notice of your humble 
ſervant, I would not have loſt the plea- 
ſure of contemplating his looks upon the 
firſt meeting, for a thouſand years of 
felicity enjoyed with my Breville, though 
by the bye 1 had rather the whole world 


ſhould know my tenderneſs, than that he 


ſhould 
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ſhould one moment doubt it. A very elo« 
quent period this, Be not vain; for to 
delirium are you indebted for it. Yes, 
my friend, all my ſenſes have experienced 
a total intoxication. This Duke has en- 
tirely diſtracted my faculties, and what 
amends he can make me, I know not. 
He has no favoer but for Sempronia. 
His generoſity, however deep the ſtore, 
muſt have been exhauſted, I ſhould have 
thought, in the firſt two days; but he is 
conſtantly drawing freſh ſupplies. The 
Earl had been with us ſome time previous 
to his Grace's arrival, and I affure you 
much improved. I cannot ſay he moves 
with too unconſcious an exceſs of hu- 
mility, for Which I may poſſibly like him 
the better; but he (miles without gravity, 
looks erect without pride, and conde- 
ſcends without ceremony, | His ſtep is 
Not quite ſlow, nor quite ſtately, but an 


interval of thought takes place before he 


makes 
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makes a ſecond advance. As his man? 


ner of ſpeaking is rather the reſult of re- 


flection, it is conſequently deliberate and 


ſtrong; ang ſome of his ſentiments have 
been ſo very magnanime that they were 


entitled to a weighty utterance. But 


then comes his ruling paſſion with full 


force, between every ſentence, that each 


may have time to deſcend from the ear 


to the underllanding. Where he ſup- 
poſes this faculty to reſide, I am at a 
loſs to gueſs, or whether he allows it 
any diſtinct habitation, or not. I give 
every credit to fudiciof' Ar as they 
add to matter an impreſlive force; but 
he has a mode of ſupplying them pecu- 
" liar to himſelf— do not ſay they are 
improper, but they imply ſuch an intem- 
perate hope of conviction, that at the 
firſt moment you determine on infidelity, 
on the ſecond you begin to doubt, and in 
a very ſhort time end in a true believer, 

Conclude 
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Conclude you mult, that his Lordſhip 
has made no ſmall progrels in my eſteem, 
to have diſpoſed, to fo wonderful a degree 
of taĩch. 


But now comes a far more intereſting 
theme, though compreſſed in one ſhort 
ſentence, — Valville was preſented by the 
Earl, and accepted by the Duke. Tne 
tranſports of your friend are not to be 
deſcribed, and the delicacy of Sempro- 
nia ſhall not be attempted, The former 
you have often experienced, and the lat- 
ter, in a ſituation ſuch as this, could ne- 
ver be felt through the interpoſition of 
pen, paper, time, and a ſtrong north 
wind, which is too briſkly collecting in 
order to convey my packet, ſo adieu. 


DE GRAVELINE». 


LE Ta 
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LETTER Vo 


FROM THE $AME, 


BerMuoN r is arrived I hear. The 
intelligence came by a gentleman who 


had juſtFparted from him. I enquired. 
after his health: but he anſwered this. 


common queſtion in a manner ſo very 
indirect that I could not underſtand him, 
To come at once to the point, 1 aſked 
if he was living. To this I was as far 
off in information as ever. Is he dead, 
Sir? Do oblige me by ſome decided an- 
ſwer. I cannot tell indeed; but if to 
be loſt to all hopes of happineſs is death, 

| I may 


» 
# 
4 LIY 
. 
4 
T a 
.. 
N 
1 * 
* 
* 
"+; 
©) 
5 
Fo 
. 
27 


ws. .* A fat” + 


* 
* 
4 * 
- *%@ 
* 
* 
E + 
4 
pd 
oy 
4 
of 
* 
* 


SEMPRONIA. t9 


I may pronounce that ſtate to be his. 
Good God, what can you mean? (we 
were alone during this converfation) Pray 
explain yourſelf, 


We parted at Havre; the Colonel in 
an extaſy of ſpirits J never before had 
obſerved in him. Some affairs in rela- 
tion to the regiment made it neceſſary 
for me to follow him the next day. When 
J arrived at the caſtle, every fervant 
ſeemed in the utmoſt confuſion, With 
difficulty could I gain admittance, No 
one knew where the Colonel was, One 
anſwered he was in his chamber, another 
that he had rode out In this perplexed 
ſtate I remained tor ſome time, doubtful 
of the propriety of aſking further, when 
a third in great agitation ran through 


the hall, crying out, my maſter ts dead, 


for God's ſake go to him. As they fled, 
I followed, and found him breathleſs on 
the 
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the ground. Every aſſiſtance we could 
procure was inſtantly adminiſtered. As 
ſoon as we could raiſe him upon the bed 
E enquired for Lady Julia, She is not 
Wl 1 hope, Each looked afflicted, but 
made no reply. By degrees he revived, 
but ſeemed delirious. 


_ Seeing this, I recommended their diſ- 
patching immediately tor ſome medical 
perſon. The interval till the arrival of 
a phyſician was mere than three hours. 
During which time his ſtruggles were ſo 


violent, that I apprehended>every. mo- 
ment would be the 5 — 
tered the chamber, and without loſing 
time in enquiry, bled him very plenti- 
fully. This operation gave inſtant relief; 
and a medicine he took ſhortly after 
lulled his faculties. As the phyſician: 
was apprehenſive he might relapſe, he 
ordered the ſervants to remain perfectly 


quiet 
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quiet in the chamber, e he ſhould be 
in the next, where he defired to be in- 
formed upon the leaſt alteration that hap- 
pened. We retired together. When he 
enquired what had occafioned this violent 
attack, I told him I was as much in the 
dark as himſelf, related my arrival, and 
what had followed. The poor old man 
ſhook his head, but ſpoke not; and 
fome moments after informed me he was 
the family phyſician, expreſſed much at- 
tachment to the Colonel, but named not 
Lady Julia. In this ſtate left I things 
at the caſtle, as the urgent buſineſs I 
was upon would not admit of delay. 
The unexpected return of the Duke 
brought me a few miles out of my road. 
One hour was all I had to ſpare. That 
is elapſed, and his Grace muſt I loſe the 
pleaſure of ſeeing. Whether to commu- 
nicate this circumſtance or not, you will 
act as you pleaſe. As to myſelf 1 

ſhall 
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ſhall remain ſilent. I gave him my ho- 
nour that I would mention it but to the 
Colonel's particular friend, whoſe vilit, 
whenever it was made, ſhould not ap- 
pear in conſequence of an information 
which my enquiry, had extorted. I aſked 
bim if Lis return was impoſſible. When 
J have diſcharged my buſineſs, ſaid he, 
which touk me there; but that cannot 
be in leſs than a fortnight, I certainly 
ſhould wiſh to ſee him. But if he had 
ſome friend who could go immediately, 


ther that would be proper. Moſt 


certainly, replied I, if I have your per- 
miſſion. Lord Valville's intimacy with 
the Colonel would have induced him to 
have made a viſit at the caſtle had he 
known of his friend's return, Mention 
particulars to him if you pleaſe. He 


will act accordingly, He then took his 


leave, Of Valville I went in ſearch, 
and found him with his fair friend, 
Without 
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Without ceremony I took him aſide, and 
related what had paſſed. He propoſed 
going immediately, leaving me to in- 
form the family. Bclmont's ſudden ill- 


nels, ſaid he, is a ſufficient reaſon for 


the attention of a friend. 


There is a prudence about Valville 
which ſo entirely checks ſuſpicion, that 
did not appearances in this cale amount 
almoſt to conviction, from the manner 
in which he received the ſtory one ſhould 


be perſuaded he believed his friend's ill 


nels to be accidental. 


Of Lady Julia's conduct I never heard 
more than vanity and folly imputed to 
it; but the former, in a weak mind, is 
the ſure ſtep to vice. How the Colonel 
could have contracted ſuch a marriage 
has ever been my aſtoniſhment; but it I 
have no better reflection to offer, I ſhould 

make 
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make your friend's my example, and re- 
main ſilent. I have only ſaved you the 


trouble of this reproof, and you are there- 


fore obliged to me. 


When the Duke and myſelf have lei- 
ſure for mutual admiration, I think I 
Mall not deſpair ot becoming his confi- 
dant. I mean to attract kim if poſſible, 
Mag netiſm he cannot refiſt ; the effects 


of which he has already experienced 


from my fair friend; but though the is 
his polar ſtar, other bright orbs have 
their influence, 


This letter of Lady Auguſta's he muſt 
have ſome very powerful reaſon for con- 
cealing. If the Earl is made acquainted 
with its contents, it is a confidential truſt, 
But I think not a doubt can exiſt, but 
that in the ſtate of mind in which that 
letter was written, ſuch important facts 
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as the name and rank of the huſband, \ 
muſt have been diſcloſed. The Earl 
ſeems perfectly ſatisfied with the infor- 
mation he has received, be that what it 
may. Fifty thouſand, Engliſh money, 
is Sempronia's portion. The ten, pro- 
poſed by the noble Alphonſo, gratefully 
acknowledged, but declined, You may 
be ſurprized as to my filence upon the 
meeting of thoſe two friends. It was not 
that I thought either party would be diſ- 
graced by the impreſſion it had given; 
ſo far from 1t,—that if Sempronia ever 
roſe above herſelf, it was upon this oc- 
caſion. Some former ideas in the minds 
of both, many concurring circumſtances 
muſt have revived. Of courſe the ardour 
of filial tenderneſs was repreſſed. That 
ſelf-controul, (your negative virtue) 
counteracted «thoſe emotions, which an 
indifferent ſpectator might have looked 
for. If you will recolle& that each per- 
Vol. III. C ſon 
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ſon had a principal part to perform, (I 
mean the Earl, Valville, and Sempronia) 
the ſpirited ſcene which might have tak- 
en place, had the interview been confiaed 
to the two friends, was much ſoftened by 
its being but acceſſary to the other. 
Love and pity were out of the caſe ; and 
gratitude, is better expreſſed by ſilence, 
than words, No language could have 
done juſtice to that faithful tribute, her 
tears conferred ; nor to the overflowing 
benevolence with which they were re- 
ceived. 


A week longer will be the utmoſt ex- 
tent of my viſit. Sempronia feels herſelf 
ſo entirely at home in her new character, 
and as dame du chateau acquits herſelf 
with ſo much propriety, that I ſhall leave 
her with far leſs regret than I had thought 
poſſible. She is very anxious for my 
Kay: aſſuring me that my abſence will 
deſtroy 
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deftroy:the harmony of this lititie com- 
munity. Theſe civil ſpeeches, I tell 
her, ſhe offers as fuel to my vanity; but 
that it will not take fire, as the Duke has 
extinguiſhed every ſpark of light. Ba- 
dinage apart, I am rather ſurprized that 
he ſhould be ſo very ſilent upon what 
each muſt feel ſo anxious to learn. It is 
not quite fair ; nor ſo entirely in charac- 
ter as I ſhould have expected. But you 
great bodies move 1n orbits, I perceive, 
as eccentric as ours; and your returns 
are even leſs to he depended on. 


. ſhall aſk, no queſtions FR the bu- 
ſineſs you are gone upon, till your return. 
But the ſeaſon is ſo far advanced, though 


the weather mild, that the idea of the 


Alps between us, will congeal every fibre 
of my heart, if you are not here by the 
fifth of next month. I daily examine 

2 2 the 
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the mercury, and find it near the freez- 
ing point already. 


LETTER V. 


Viscount DE VALVILLE 


TO THE 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 


Dede is better, though not in 
a ſtate to be left. His ſpirits have un- 
dergone a heavy ſhock, from the violence 
of his diforder ; but a good conſtitution, 
and medical ſkill, will reinſtate him 
ſhortly I truſt. You will forward the 
incloſed in your next packet. Adieu, 
my Gear Madam. 
In haſte, your's, 

DE VALVILLE, 
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COUNT DE BREVILLE. 


Tu extravagance which the firſt 
tran ſports of paſſion occaſioned in Bel- 
mont, threw him into A fever, whiclt 
continued foine days. On my arrival, 
he was much in the ſame ſtate as the 


| Marchioneſs informed you; but as the VP 770 
S was wholly ſympromaric, | it ceaſed, 


when the fever abated. Nature has un- 
dergone a ſevere ſtruggle : and tho 1do 


not think we have any reaſon to be ap- 
C 3 | prehenſive 
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prehenſive of conſequences, yet it is eaſy 
to judge of the ſituation of his mind. 


Lady Julia is fled with La Brie, I con- 
clude; but the Colonel has not opened 
his lips upon the ſubject. I had no doubt 
of the cauſe of this ſudden attack, when 
the Marchioneſs related the - miſerable 
Nate in which he had been found. This 
ſtroke he was ſure to feel in its utmoſt 
force. But the ſame vigor of mind, which 
gives riſe to theſe violent paſſions, will in 


time enable him to ſubdue them. A 


caceful and happy u union could not have 
ſubliſted i in diſpoſitions ſo very unequal z 
and when time had given him leiſure to 
ſcrutinize her heart, his affection might 
have been more deeply wounded than Ic 
at preſent. "Horror was the firſt emo. 
tion 8 felt; 3 the effects of Which ſtill te- 
main. But had he been witneſs to the 
gradual & deciy of that c alfeiob, Which 24 
ha 
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had every reaſon to think mutual, a thou- 
land concurring circumſtances might have 
produced that tender forrow, from which 
he has eſcaped. I ſhall write regularly 
till I am better ſatisfied as to the (tate of 
his health, tor his own fervant informs 


me he had been ill during his paſſige. 


Your preſence is much wanted; and I 
muſt confeſs that I feel in a very awk- 
ward ſituation, Never were kind offices 
more neceſſary. But they are better ad- 
miniſtered by an old friend than any 
other. The reſtraint under which I ap- 
proach him is too viſible, not to give 
pain; nor for the foul of me can I prevail 
with myſelf either to ſpeak or be ſilent. 
1 am in that embarraſſed, intermediate 
ſtate. Too much his friend to obſerve à 
voluntary reſerve; yet not ſufficiently ſo 
to entitle me to an implicit confidence. 


* 
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Was I an entire ſtranger, he would feel 
himſelf more at eaſe. Difpatch your bu- 


ſineſs as expeditiouſly as poſſible, for you 


are the only perſon whoſe ſervices can be 
acceptable, | 


Dk VALVILLE> 


LETTER VIII. 


VISCOUNT DE VALVILLE 
T0 


: SEMPRONIA 


Ho W juſt was my Sempronia, when 
ſhe ſaid I was till a ſtranger to her cha- 
rater, when 1 vainly thought I had diſ- 
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covered every excellence. But each mo- 
ment, I experience the power of ſome 
new charm. You refuſe to love even the 
merit of diſcernment, and conſider it as 
too quick ſizhted, to admit of time for 
Judgment to intervene. For once, it is 
Sempronia who has made the haſty deci- 
ſion, for refuſing to her virtue, what is ſo 
juſtly its due, Why withhold from thoſe 
perfections the homage of adoration, 
when angelic purity is alone the object of 
my vows? Had perſonal attraction cap- 
tivated every faculty of ſenſe, that blind- 
neſs, which ſhe aſcribes to paſſion, would 
have been diſpelled by thoſe tranſcendent 
rays which her mind every inſtant tranſ- 
mits. 


Is there any happineſs equal to that 
which 1 have felt from the period of our 
laſt interview? Had you known my 
ſufferings, pity alone would have ſug- 

C5 geſted 
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geſted: ſome relief ; ſome gentle emotion 
would have whiſpered a tale ro that heart, 
which I had neither power nor reſolution 
to diſcloſe. Your charming friend (too 
cruel as ] then thought her) reſtrained 
me by laws, which I was by honour bound 
to obey, But I have lived to acknow- 
ledge the juſtice of her decrees, for which 
alone I this inſtant feel indebted for the 
bleſſing it has reſerved me. May I prove 
worthy of that ineſtimable gift! What 
a vain hope! The moſt feryent love 
and friendſhip are all J have to offer. 
Your unrivalled excellence demands be- 
bond theſe. Divine Sempronia! refuſe 
me not dare I preſume to aſk ?—yes— 
the ſolemn confirmation of thoſe VOWS 
already regiſtered in heaven. 


J... neat, 2 Þ FALVIELR, 
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LETTER IX. 


VISCOUNT DE VALVILLEs. 


TO THE 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE . 


I: is impoſſible, my dear Madam, 


longet to obſerve the ſilence I could have 


wiſhed, The diſtreſs of my friend has 
been too obvious for concealment. Lady 
Julia has forteited every right to that af- 
fection, which Belmont had fondly in- 
dulged for this unhappy woman. It 
may not be eaſy for an heart ſo ſuſcepti- 
ble as his, to conquer a paſſion, which 
ſeemed interwoven with his exiſtence; 

and 
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and long will the remembrance imbitter 
his peace. But the injury he has ſuſ- 
tained, is not of a nature to entitle it to 
the reſentmentof a man of honour. Mag- 
nanimity will enable him to treat it with 
the contempt it deſerves. We have had 
ſome converſation upon the ſubje&; and 
he queſtioned me as to her conduct dur- 
ing his abſence, as he underſtood, from 
her letters, I had frequently been at Bel- 
mont. A regard to his feelings, made 
me very unwilling to enter into an expla- 
nation which preſent circumſtances ſo 
fully confirmed. 1 gave him, I hope, the 
moſt cautious anſwer, which the queſtion 
would admit. But the confidential man- 
ner in which he has communicated future 
meaſures, and. referred to the paſt, de- 
manded an unreſerved reply, She 1s now 
in England with one la Brie, the object 
of her preſent attention; nor do I find 
from any part of her conduct, that ſhe 
| has 
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has one excuſe to offer; not even the 
conſciouſneſs of endeavouring to avoid 
the danger. Seduction ſhe has not to 
plead. Nor did ſhe ſuffer herſelf inſenſi- 
bly to be led into the ſnare, A want of 
manners and decyrum expoſed her to 
thoſe inſults, from which one ſhould have 
thought her rank alone, would have ſe- 
cured her; and her mind was too feeble 
to have enabled her to exert prudence for 
the repulſe. 


I write to Breville regularly, But 1 
hope this day's letter will be the laſt he 
will receive in that quarter; for I cannot 
reconcile the idea of an Alpine expedi- 
tion, when the ſnow ſhall have made far- 
ther advances, Adieu, my dear Madam. 


DE VALVILLE, 


LE T. 


32 SEMPRONI As / 


=2.,. i Rs 


LETTER X. 


MARCHIONESS DE RAV ELIN 


TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE: | IF 


Ta 7 letter 1 have had in my poſſeſ- 
ſion; but not a word upon the doubtful 
ſubject. It is indeed but a melancholy 
monument of the paſſions which ſhe has 
raiſed to the imagination, With leſs 
ſcrupulous virtue would ſhe have been 
infinitely more mcritorious ; and few are $ 
the inſtances where reſolution and fear + - 
have been known to operate ſo powerfully 


in the ſame breaſt. They ſeem to be fo 
Gir, ly 
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directly oppoſite, that the intrepidity of 
migd- wfiich leads to encounter dangers 
from a ſenſe of honour, or the dread of 
ſhame, ſhould not have been able to 
have repelled the latter upon the princi- 
ple of juſtice. 


A verbal acknowledgment of a deed, 
which every human law would have juſ- 
tified and upheld, is an imputation upon 
the deed itfelf, The Duke atteſts a fact 
aſſerted by one who refuſtd to give it the 
only authority which could confirm it. 
Of what uſe the declaration but as a pal- 
liative to canſcience? In the opinion of 
the world, ſhe does not remain unim- 
peached. Some public teſt is required 
to reſtrain and mark thoſe limits, which 
cannot with impunity be inftinged; and 
this ſhe has withheld not only from her- 


ſelf, but even from her unfortunate poſ- 


terity, Sempronia, While fingle, can 
make 
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make no claims. she holds them by 
courteſy, not law, (if ſhe holds them ar 
all) and as ſuch, muſt be indebted for 
their obſervance, Ar Court ſhe has no 
place; ſociety would not confer it; and 
unleſs the Duke has influence or choice 
to procure her a title, as Sempronia Mar- 


daunt muſt ſhe ever be acknowledged. 


J have ſaid little to you before upon this 
ſubject, as I really had hopes from the 
jetter. But they are vaniſhed, and L 
truly mortified on her account. 


I I ſhould rejoice if the nuptials were ſos 
lemnized. The Earl is content, Valville 
impatient, and my amiable Sempronia 
has accepted propoſals. Alphonſo and la 
Roche left us yeſterday. Your inten- 
tions with reſpect to the latter are too 
Jaudable to reſiſt; and I think I can an- 
{wer for him that the advancement you 
propoſe would raiſe him to the pinnacle 
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of earthly bliſs. If your intereſt ex- 
tends further, I ſhould have no objec- 
tion to ſee it employed in his behalf; 
but for the preſent, 1 think he would 
prefer the chateau de Liancourt to a 
place 1 in the Calendar, 


| His hiſtory he has given us; and I 
am ſorry to think that with ſo many good 
qualities, they ſhould fo long have been 
the ſport of fortune, He is the ſon of 
one who was formerly a very intimate 
friend of your father—the old. chevalier. 
By mere accident he mentioned this; 
for the ſame turn of mind which 
enabled him to. ſurmount misfortune, 
led him to conceal it. The Earl was 
ſpeaking of the chevalier, and aſked la 
Roche if he knew that family; this 
brought a reply, and his ſtory was the 
conſequence, as the Ezrl expreſſed a cu- 
riofity with's too much eagerneſs to be re- 

preſſed 
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preſſed by filence. I wiſh to my heart I 
could have told it for him, convinced as 
I was it could not be done by him with- 
out paint 
Mais le voila 

His father intended him originally for 
a military life, but gave him a literary 
education; though it was following the 
bent of genius, it was contrary to tne 
proteſſion he hereatcer meant him to pur- 
ſue, After making ſome progreſs in 
his ſtudies, and producing ſeveral works, 
which were publiſhed at Florence, had 
the honour of being diftinguithed by.the 
Poetica Laura. At this time he had 
barely attained his eighteenth year; and 
flattered as he was * ſuch a mark of 
publie approbation, under the firſt im- 
preſſions it had excited, diſpatched, a 
very pompous, account 10 bis father; 


2\ 


who receiving his letter with more phi- 
loſophy 
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joſophy than it was written, recalled 
him immediately to Paris, forbidding all 
further communication with the Mules, 
upon pain of his everlalting diſpleaſure. 
Under this ſevere prohibition he remained 
for ſome months, ſoothed by the hopes 


of beiog reſtored to his favourite miſe 


treſs. Abſence had painted her to his 
imagination with more powerful; charms 
than ever; and perſuaded as he no.] was 
that parental conſent he never ſhould 
obtain, determined on purſuing the di- 
rection of this impetuous guide. The 
reſolution no ſooner formed, than he 
prepared for his departure, packed up 
his books and papers, which he conveyed 
ſecretly from the houſe, and when all was 
at wolte ſtole off. 

dit God of mor 
Wa father had allowed. TY very libes 
rally, conſidering the ſmallneſs of his in- 
come; but this was ſufficient to give him 
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the opportunity of mixing with the beſt 
fociety, wherever he reſided. Fame had 
already announced: his merits; that the 
reception he met with tended in no 
imall degree to the gratification. of his 
vanity. The King of Sardinia received 
him with: great ceremony, and the Doge 
and Senate conferred on him many ho- 
nours during his abode at Genoa. Ar- 
riving at Florence, he received every 
public teſtimony of reſpect. His works 
had paſſed through three editions; and 
his poctry, when conſidered as the off- 
fpring of youthful fancy, did not yield 
in the compariſon with that of Petrarch 
or Taſſo; nor was the old enemy, 13 
tendre paſſion, more ſubordinate than his 
fondneſs for Calliope. A daughter of 
the Duke de Modena, whom he had fre- 
quently ſeen during his refidence at Fu- 
rin, became the object of the ſtrongeſt 
attachment. The i heroic bard was now 
A ſunk 


Mona us I g f 
N 4 5 b $ . * * 3* 7 *% E 
- *y a A 5 gs. 45, * II p Fo fans ty 1 "Y* 
J gs 2. r hs 2% * r 
2 . 8 4 , 


[ 8 ,., <> 
g 1 4 1 f 3 j WW 
ek Bow ze wth = 


1 
„ ee * 


* 13 = Y 
* * * * 
* W £ - * 1 v4 
* 2 1 — * OLIN FS es Wa" 
£1 1 PM; 7 —4 3 E 0 ol 
* „ W404 l 7 - 


1 * er ion fs FT 
_ * 4 * * 
OE CIOS, Po GETS. 7 . SK 45 = „ r 4 2 
C 


UEMPRONELA; | 45 


Junk into the Lyric Poet; the laurel be- 
gan to fade, and a myrtle planted in its 
ſtead, The Academy Della Cruſca 
publiſhed a ſevere Critique againſt him, 
His former merits were no longer re- 
membered; and from the ſummit of 
literary eminence was he as haſtily ſunk 
into obſcurity. But the ſmiles of Euge- 
nia more than compenſated for .all his 
misfortunes, The Duke now began to 
ſuſpect the motive of his long and fre- 
quent viſits at Turin, where his daugh- 
ter then was, and 4n the firſt tranſports 
of rage and reſentment, for what he con- 
ſidered as a breach of every law of hoſ- 
pitality and honour, forbad him ever 
more to appear in her preſence. She was 


taken to Modena, and put under cloſe 
confinement. 


La Roche, feeling himſelf deprived 
of all that was dear to him, his miſtrels 


{natched 
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Matched from him, and his fame blaſted 
with neglect, fell into a melancholy which 
ſuſpended every faculty of genius; but 
paſſion ſtill prevailed ; and in this dread- 
ful ſtate he ventured to acknowledge his 
attachment. When the Duke received 


the letter; ſtill more inflamed by the 


preſumption of this declaration, he de- 
termined inſtantly on confining Eugenia 
in the convent of S——, When the 
time drew nigh that the laſt vow was to 
be taken, la Roche obtained information 
of her fate. Impelled by the horror he 
felt at this unnatural ſacrifice of parental 
reſentment, without attending one mo- 
ment to the voice of reaſon, or the means 
whereby his intentions were to be accom- 


pliſhed, he fled to Modena. The Duke's 


illneſs prevented his admiſſion. He then 
wrote a penitential letter, confirming it 
by the moſt ſolemn vows, that if he would 
mitigate the horrors of his daughter's 

| preſent 
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preſent ſituation, and recall the ſentence, 
he would never ſee her more, but by 
baniſhment atone for thoſe misfortunes 
his paſſion had ſo fatally experienced. 
Had I been received, obſerved he, upon 
my firſt arrival, what might not the 
tranſports of deſpair have urged me to 
commit? The ſhort interval recalled 
me to myſelf, Eugenia's life was 
dearer to me than my own ; and to pre- 
ſerve that was the only recompenſe I 
now had it in my power to make her. 
The Duke conſented; and from that 
time he never ſaw her more. He in- 
ſtantly left Italy, the ſeat of all his ho- 
nours and diſgrace, and retired to Ge- 
neva, But his habits of life were changed. 
His reliſh for literary purſuits entirely 
deſtroyed, added to the ſtings of diſap- 
pointed paſſion. All theſe ideas ruſh- 
ing every moment upon his mind, ren- 
dered exiſtence no longer an object. 


By 
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By one ſtroke he knew every calamity 
would be forgotten. He had determined 
on the awful alternative, when the correct- 
ing hand of Providence withheld him. 
A violent fever reduced him to the brink 
of the grave. For two months he lin- 
gered through the moſt wretched ſtate 
that nature could experience. Hope 
was not fled, but too weak for reaſon to 
graſp at. In ſilent gratitude he endea- 
voured to return thanks to that power 
which had reſcued him from an eternal 
wretchedneſs, grew better, and flattered 
by the hope of being reſtored to his 
afflicted father, his ſorrows began to 
abare ; when one night, after a ſerious 
examination of the paſt ſcenes of his life, 
and animated by the bleſfings he ſtill 
had lefr, fell into a gentle ſleep, which 
preſented the following dream, which I 
Mall relate in propria perſona. 


I was 
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I was fitting, as I thought, upon the 
Cleft of a ſteep rock, which every mo- 
ment threatened my deſtruction, it being 
a precipice from which there was no 
means of eſcape. Pondering on this 
idea for ſome time, and arming myſelf 
with reſolution to make the only attempt 
which was left me, by leaping to the 
bottom, which appeared to be a hollow 
dark vault, a figure ſuddenly preſented 
itſelf, with two others, who cloſely fol- 
lowed. Be not alarmed, ſaid the former 
in a very placid voice; make not the 
raſh attempt; you may eſcape by a ſurer 
way. Iwill conduct you; but give a 
hand to each of my two companions, 
Reſt ſecurely on them, and you have not 
any thing to fear, From the precipice 
ſhe walked firmly to the vault. We fol- 
lowed. Coming to the bottom, ſhe 
pointed to a narrow paſſage, in which 
ſtood a pale glimmering lamp. Take 

Vol. III. D that, 


50 S EMD⁵RAONIA. 


that, ſaid ſne; you have no further evil 
to dread. Though I am now a ftranger 
to you, in former days you knew me 
well. You withdrew yourſelf from my 
aſſiſtance, and I ſuffered- you to expe- 
rience the folly you had committed. 
Theſe two virgins were then unknown 
to you, as you had but Intle need of 
their acquaintance ; but the dangers to 
which 1 ſaw you expoſed, induced me 
once more to offer you my aſſiſtance. 
Had you now refuſed, from a raſh con- 
fidence in your own ſtrength, 1 ſhould 
have deſerted you for ever. Theſe are 
my daughters. To them I leave you to 
get through the vault, where you may 
meet with many obſtacles to your paſ- 
ſage ; but rely, and you may be ſure 
of coummanns the whole. Forget me 
not when fortune ſhall have raiſed you 
to proſperity, for that is the time in 
which you will be more liable to dan» 
gers 
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gers; butt they n may not ſtrike ſo power- 
fully as wt you have juſt eſcaped. 
My name is Religion; my daughters, 
Patience and Fortitude, I bowed with 
reverence, and was going to acknowledge 
my gratitude, when caſting my eyes up- 
wards, I beheld her aſcending into ſpace, 
and in a few minutes ſhe vaniſhed from 
my fight. Fortitude took me quickly 
by the hand, but Patience moved a 
flower pace. By gradual ſteps, my ſiſter, 
we ſhall ſoon arrive. Too much haſte 
will exhauſt this youth, who ſeems bur 
little accuſtomed to difficulties. Should 
his powers fail him under the firſt efforts 
by too violent an exertion, your kind 
endeavours hereafter would be fruitleſs. 
On the firſt outſet we will not attempt 
too much. A wide river I preſently ob- 
ſerved, and was for wading inſtantly 
through it. Fortitude checked me: If 
you can ſwim well, you will ſoon get 
D 2 over, 
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over, otherwiſe you muſt be loſt, for the 
current flows rapidly at this part. Pa- 
tience ſuggeſted the path on the other 
ſide; as being more ſafe, would ſuit me 
better. But her youngeſt ſiſter begged 
to ſubmit to her opinion whether it 
would not be better to try my ſtrength and 
ſwim? Fortitude bid me keep cloſe to her. 
We were near ſinking ſeveral times, but at 
length landed. Patience went round, and 
Joined us ſhortly after. Innumerable were 
the trials we experienced; but by the aſſiſt- 


ance of my two guides, ſurmounted 


them all. At the end of the vault we 
came upon a fine ſpacious plain; and 

as we walked along, I obſerved a tem- 
pole at ſome diſtance. We directed our 


ſteps towards it. On approaching nearer, 


I was much ſtruck with the beauty and 
ſimplicity of the ſtructure, and expreſſed 
my ſurprize on ſeeing ſuch a one in a 
place 1 ſhould ſuppoſe but ſeldom fre- 

auented, 
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quented. That is very true, ſaid Pa- 
tience; it is but annually viſited, but 
what my filter and ſelf never neglect to 


perform. This monument was erected 
to the memory of Paternal Affection, 
by the fon of the deceaſed, whoſe aſhes 


are depolited ſome few paces from hence. 
It is expected that each traveller ſhould 
preſent an offering as a tribute of reſpect. 
We entered the building, and they ſhewed 
me many things which were entirely new 


to my fight. Fortitude reached a torch 


which was hung to the roof, and lighted 
it by the lamp which I held in my hand, 
You will tollow me 1f you pleaſe. She 
then opened a door, which led to an 
inner room; and going up to a golden 
vaſe which ſtood upon an ivory pedeſtal 
—is your tribute ready, ſaid Patience, 
addreſſing me with great ſerenity, I 
aſked her of what nature it ſhould be, 
having not any thing of value about me. 

D 3 The 
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The amount of the gift, anſwered ſhe, 
is never conſidered, if preſented with 
ſincerity of heart, But I muſt tell you 
there is a peculiar circumſtance attend- 
ing the ſacrifice. The offerings of the 
Ciſobedient are diſtinguiſhed from thoſe 
of the juſt. A pure ætherial vapour will 
aſcend from the latter, but from the 
other a denſe heavy cloud, which in 
ſome inſtances (according to the propor- 
tion of guilt) has been known to prove 
fatal. Shocked as I was to expoſe my- 
ſelf ſtill more to the merited reproach of 
my fair companions, I requeſted they 
would permit me to preſent mine with 
theirs. The requeſt depends not upon 
us to grant; and in that caſe the de- 
ſerts of filial virtue would loſe their only 
reward; as what I before mentioned is 
the teſt of true obedience—— | felt the 
force of the laſt diſtinction, and bluſhed 
with conſcious ſhame at the indignity I 
would 
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would have offered, by ſheltering myſelf 
under their virtues, Patience and her 
ſiſter approached ; but what they threw 
into the vaſe, I knew not. The ſacri- 
fice was ſeparately made; and the va- 
pour exhaled from each pure and ſerene. 
I, trembling in every joint, took the 
torch, which emitted, I thought, a more 
vivid flame than before, and kindled the 
victim. The air was in tantly changed; 
and the dark cloud which collected, hid 
them ſome moments from my ſight. But 
Fortitude ſhortly came to me; and ad- 
viſing me to make a ſecond, thought ſhe 
intended my immediate deſtruction, but 
T obeyed. The vapour was leſs impure, 
and the ſmoke preſently diſperſed. She 
then preſſed my hand with ſome firmneſs, 
and addreſſed me in theſe few words. 
The reſolution which prevailed with 
you to follow my counſel, has confirmed. 
my hopes. of a true and unfeigned re- 
D 4. pentance. 
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pentance, To perſevere in the performs 
ance of a painful duty is a leſs arduous 
taſk than you at firſt imagined, Peni- 
tential forrow will ever be accepted. 
Return to that father who will receive 
you again, and with joy into his boſom, 
We will never forſake you; and heaven, 
in time, will hear your prayers. Her 
words affected me ſo ſtrongly, that en- 
deavouring to ſpeak, the agitation of 
my mind was ſuch, that I inſtantly awoke, 
and here I ſhall leave you for the preſent, 


The concluſion you ſhall have in my next, 


DE GRAVELINE. 
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LETTER AXL 


SEMPRONIA 
TO THE 


VISCOUNT DE VALVILLEB 


Hao not your letter been addreſſed 
io the name of Sempronia, from the con- 
tents 1 ſhould have been perſuaded I was 
under a miſtake. Believe me, my friend, 
that language ſo florid, is little adapted 
to ſentiments elevated as yours. Had 
you intended this. effuſion of words to 
have reached not beyond the ear, your 
purpoſe was anſwered. But ſimplicity, is 


the only decoration which truth can re- 
quire. I will ſuppoſe, at the moment, 


Ds that 


1 
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that you believed me the idol, to whom 
thoſe offerings were made; but that on 
reflection, which I muſt do you the juſtice 
to believe took place immediately after, 
could you think I ſhould be more ho- 
noured in conſidering myſelf the ſtatue 
of an imaginary deity, than the ſimple 
but real object of your eſteem? Howe- 
ver flattering that diſtinction, I ſhould at 
leaſt have had the pleaſure of attributing 
it but to your partiality. In that caſe, 
judgment would have been the only fa- 
culty liable to imputation: but here, al- 
low me to aſſure you I think the heart to 
be in fault; or that truſting to fancy for 
a poctical conceit, ypu adorned me with 
thoſe trophies which ſhe deſigned for the 
inhabitants of her enchanted caſtle. How- 
ever, upon condition that you never more 
array me with ſuch gaudy plumes, (it you 


can pardon yourſelf for the experiment,) 


with me, you ſhall ſtand acquitted, The 
Duke has conſigned to my peruſal, Lady 
Auguſta's 


= a 2343 
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| Avguſta's letter. He firſt read it to me, 
1 making ſeveral obſervations upon ſome, . 
a rather obſcure, paſſages, which it con- 
8 tmuained. It is impoſſible, either by what 
n me has there ſaid, or rather not ſaid, to 
= Form any conjecture as to the object of 
775 hat word to ſubjoin I am at a loſs; 


affection, is barely poſſible; reſpect, 
wWholly out of the qucſtion; as ſhe could 
not have honoured him, by degrading 
blerſelf. Though my dear friend has 
been particularly circumſpect, in whate- 
ver relates to this affair, yet, from her 
good ſenſe, I am perſuaded that ſhe muſt 

I 9 diſapprove the ſteps which have been 
2 taken. To ſuggeſt my opinion to the 
Duke, I really have not reſolution. But 
it is not barely reſolution which is requir- 
ed, but ſome faculty I poſſeſs not. What- 
ever I could offer, tho* expreſſed in the 
ſofteſt language, would amount to a tacit. 
reproach, But to feel myſelf inveſted 
with honours, to which my claims are ſtill 
doubtful, 
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doubtful, is an idea which diſtreſſes me 
greatly, It is ſomething ſimilar to the 
gaudy decorations we have juſt been talk- 
ing of y and I wiſh my 'preſent plumage 
was as ealily reſtored ; for as matters 
now ſtand, I am no more than an obje& 
of the imagination. 
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In the courſe of the following week, 
] loſe my two boſom friends. The 
thoughts of this ſeparation unfits me for 
the enjoyment of their preſent ſociety. 
What ſtay do you purpoſe making at 
Belmont? Tho” I have not the pleaſure 
of any acquaintance with that family, very 
tenderly I feel its heavy calamity, Think 1 
not of your return I conjure you; per- 3 
ſuaded as I am that your kindneſs muſt 3 
alleviate many a painful recollection. 
The Earl has ſent for my letter, as the 
packet goes away inſtantly. So adieu, in 
halte. 7 
SEM PRONIA. 2 


had ſo long engroſſed his mind. As Fan- 
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LETTER XII. 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINY 
TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE 


I Wiſh to give you the ſequel of our 
friend's ſtory. Mais auparavant, what 
do you ſay to his dream? ls it not well 
connected for the playful ſport of © mimic 
fancy ;“ for it misjoins nor thoughts, nor 
words, nor deeds, but bears a cloſe re- 
ſemblance to that reaſoning power which 


cy's purer faculty, I ſhould be more diſ- 
poſed to aſcribe theſe © airy ſhapes ;” for 
reaſon 


— 
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reaſon there will ſtill prevail, and frame 


All that we affirm.““ 


But as La Roche maintains poſitively, I 
that he awoke from ſleep, in compliment 2 
to his aſſertion, I ſhall. for once extend 
my faith. To the fair virgins he was 
much indebted for their moral leſſon: and 
as it produced no unquiet reſt nor 
thought, with ſubmiſſion to our firſt pa- 
rent, we will ſay 


et. G _—— as 


| 
« Good, into the mind of Man, | : 
« May come, go—and- fo approved leave . 
No ſpot or blame behind.“ 


La Roche, as he tells us, had dwelt WM 
upon this idea for ſome weeks; when it 
may very fairly be ſuppoſed, that the | 
friendly viſitants had preſented them- * 
ſelves occaſionally to his mind diveſted | 
of emblematic ornament; for he was | 
well perſuaded they alone would enable 

' him 
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him to attain the point he had in view; 
and his thoughts had been directed by 
their bias, which accounts for what fol- 


lowed. Upon the whole, I am no friend 


to the pleaſures of the imagination. They 
ſteal roo much from real happineſs. 
Where the latter is poſſeſſed, illuſion 
cannot encreaſe it; and where it is not, 
Fancy will never ſupply it. I have often 
been ſtruck wich a paſſage in one of 
Shakeſpeare's plays, where Lancaſter, en- 
deavouring to {voth his fon Bolingbroke, 
under the ſentence of baniſhment, which 
he had received from Richard, preſents 
to him this ideal conſolation; and the re- 
ception it met with, accords with thoſe 
ſentiments, which appear to me more 
conſiſtent with nature, 


But to the concluſion.— As ſoon as his 
ſtrength was recruited, with theſe two 
virgins he determined to ſet out. As he 
was preparing for his departure, a report 

at 
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at Geneva prevailed, that the Duke, ro- 


turning home one evening from a jour- 
ney he had been making from Salur, was 
attacked by ruffians, about fifty miles 
from that place, and deſperately wound- 
ed; that a very ſtrict ſearch was at that 
time making for the aſſaſſins, and a large 
reward offered for apprehending them. 
That his ſuſpicions had fallen upon two 
or three different perſons, whoſe names 
he, for certain reaſons, thought proper, 
for the preſent, to conceal. The follow- 
ing day La Roche left the country ;_ and 
ſtopping at Salur for letters he expected, 
was by order of the Duke taken into cuſ- 
tody, as one of the perſons whom he be- 
lieved an accomplice in his aſſaſſination, 
For ſome days he remained under the 
moſt rigorous confinement: and tho? he 
perſiſted in his innocence, and perfect ig- 
norance of the fact till within a day of 
his departure from Geneva, to his aſſer- 
tion no credit was given. The Duke 

e ſhortly 
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ſhortly recovered, came to Salur, and the 
ſuppoſed culprit was brought before him, 
He ſaid he could not ſwear to his fea- 
tures, as he was maſked, but that his dreſs 
and figure correſponded with the perſon 
4 who made the firit advance. Under 
- theſe circumſtances, La Roche referred 
HY the accuſor to Geneva, with the name 
and place of his abode at the very time 
3 when the action was ſaid to have been 
committed, An enquiry was agreed to, 
but never made; and evidence ſuborned 
| 1 to {wear to the fact. He was remanded 
3 to priſon, till proper witneſſes ſhould ap- 
pear. As he had every reaſon to think, 
| 4 from the conduct of the Duke, that per- 
4 ſonal enmity influenced his mind, and that 
4 his departure and rout muſt have been 
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: traced, from the power and autho- | | 
* rity of his Grace, had little hopes of juſ- e 1 
4 tice being done him. | 
* _ His retirement at Geneva, had excited if 


C 


. 66 SEMPRONI A» 


fome unfavourable impreſſions of his cha- 


racter. The perſons with whom he had 


lodged, (as he afterwards learnt,). bore 
little credit in the place; and the reward 
offered was ſo conſiderable, as to be a 
temptation to a feeble conſcience. In 
this unhappy ſtate of mind he remained, 
till he was again ordered for examination, 


Pen, ink, and paper, were denied himz. 


fo that the only hopes ot proving his in- 
nocence were put out of his power ; which 


he had hoped to effect by an in mediate 


ae e to his landlord; S whoſe ho- 


| 3 6 
. neſt y, prevailed over the ot tempta- 


tion, hg was certain fb honouiably 
acquire. utthe enquiry never having 
taken place by the Duke, was a direct: 


confirmation of La Roche's firſt ſuſpi- 


cions, that his death was the atonement. 
determined on, to ſatiate revenge. When 
he was cited to appear, two of the Duke's. 


' attendants, who had been witneſſes of the 


iſſuſſination, ſwore to his perſon. Hie 
2 2 under- 


7 25 

5 

85 * 

1 a 
5 . 

* be 
* 

f 
4 * 
f * 
5 


S oc. ns (AS ad 


SEMPRONI A, | 67 


underwent a very irregular proceſs, and 
the verdict was death. From this time 
he was more cloſely conlined, and put 
into a dark dungeon. The injury he 
had received rouſed his indignation, and 
an eſcape he immediately reſolved. The 
wretch to whoſe guard he was entruſted, 
was too much attached to his own in— 
tereſt to give La Roche any hopes from 
K his mercy. The door of his cell was 
2 treble locked, his window ſecured by a 
3 ſtrong iron bar, ſo ingeniouſly faitened 
24s to defeat his little (kill; hat the 
chimney was his ſole reſource, 
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When every thing was quiet, he be- 
gan to try the laſt experiment; but this. 
aperture was fo mall, that with difficulty. 
4 could he creep in. However by ſlow 
4 degrees he made ſome advances, and at 
length, to his great joy, reached the 
4 top; but one of his arms was broken, 
le and his legs greatly bruiled 1n torcing 

himſelf 
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himſelf through. Fortunately the build- 


ing was of no great height; and by the 
means of ſome lole craggy ſtones, 


got preſentiy into the ſtreet; and by 


break of day was more than twenty 
miles from his dreadtul habitation, He 


then hired a carriage, and proceeded till 


he found himſelf within a ſhort diſtance 
of a village near Langres, a place i 
which he recollected that an old ſervant 
of his father's ſome years before had re- 
tired and ſettled in. To find him was 
his next object. Money he had little, 
as his pocket book and what of value he 
had about him when he was ſeized had 
been taken from him. In a ſhort time 
he arrived, was received by the old man 
with muchchearing hoſpitality, his wounds 
dreſſed, the arm ſet; for apprehenſive of 
a diſcovery they had managed it together. 
He then related his ſtory, which had 


already reached the village; and as 
ſearch was ſtill making, thought it moſt 


prudent. 
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prudent to remain with his gentle hoſt 
till he was likely to eſcape with ſafety. 
To acquaint his father with his late 
misfortune, and the 1gnominy to which 
he had been, though innocently, publicly 
expoſed, he had not courage to effect; 
nor at any rate would it have been pru- 
dent to have riſked a letter under the 
preſent ſuſpicions. Four months he re- 
mained in this retirement. But whether 
the Duke, aſhamed to purſue his ven- 
geance further, or by what motive he 
was withheld from making any further 
enquiry, was never known. As the che- 
valier had regularly remitted his allow- 
ance through the hands of a friend, to 
him he now applied, received the fame, 
and purſued his journey. 


The interview he begged to paſs over; 
and concluded by ſaying, the diſappoint- 
ments he had experienced, added to the 
death of his father, whoſe laſt remain» 


ing 
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ang years had been to him his only con= 
ſolation and enjoyment, detached his 
mind from all worldly purſuits; that the 
education he had received was no longer 
of that uſe to himſelf his vanity had led 
him to expect; but that to devote it to 


the ſervice of a religious community he 


thought might atone in ſome degree for 
paſt neglect. Conſulting with ſome li- 
beral minded men of his perſuaſion, was 
determined by their opinions, and under 
the name of Lorenzo embraced the laſt 
tenets. Three years he dwelt in the mo- 
naſtry of ——; but ſome diſputes tak- 
ing place at that time between the two 
orders of the Dominicans and Franciſcans, 
he quitted his retirement, and from that 
time had reſided in a ſmall houſe at 
Amiens; a ſituation far more congenial 
to his feelings than the auſterity of a mo- 
naſtic life, 


1 ſhall not trouble you with my re- 
| flections 
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Neftions upon this laſt adventure, as I 
have the honour to claim ſome alliance 
with the preſent Duke, When la Roche 
drew to the cataſtrophe, Lord Harville 

looked at me, expecting, as I thought, 
ſome apology for the injuſtice our friend 
had received; but obſerving my pro- 
found filence, his Lordſhip aſked me if 
the Modena family had not the honour 
of being allied to mine; Some kindred 
may be traced, my Lord, I hope, Ma- 
dam, (ſaid the humane Peer) that is too 
remote to have been ſullied by a charac- 
ter ſo unworthy as the preſent Duke. 
He is a firſt couſin, my Lord; no fur- 
ther off; and if his conſcience was the 
tie of conſanguinity, I do not think I 
ſhould be very ambitious to acknow- 
ledge my claim; but as L never under- 
ſtood I was included in the entail, that 
particular clauſe has not been the ſub- 


zect of my attention. 


Sempronia 
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Sempronia has had a letter from Val- 
ville, which did not pleaſe upon the 
whole I am ſure. I know not the con- 
| tents, but poſſibly a little too warm; 
that could be its only fault. As I con- 
clude this will find you at Belmont, ſhall 
addreſs it there; On Tueſday we take 
our depart. The Earl leaves us ſhortly, 
A few days ſince I received a letter from 
Lady Harville, with one encloſed for 


Sempronia, which was written with all 


that warmth of heart a ſubject of ſuch a 
. nature could be capable of expreſſing 
from feelings ſo lively as hers. She has 
requeſted the favour of a viſit if the Du- 
cheſs will conſent topart from her amiable 
orand daughter. The requeſt is complied 
with; which gives me real pleaſure, as 
Sempronia will be far more comfortable 
with this charming woman than her pre- 


ſent ſituation could admit, I wiſh your re- 


turn, as Lady Hortenſia and your hum- 
ble ſervant begin to droop. This laſt 
| abſence 
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abſence, my Breville, has been worſe 
than a pilgrimage, and I am perſuaded 
the penance infinitely more ſevere. But 
as it will abſolve your Honoria from many 
a painful recollection, it is but fair that 
hereafter you ſhould receive the good ef- 
fects of your pious reſolution, On my 
promiſe rely. 

| DE GRAVELINE. 


LETTER Ml. 


COUNTESS DE HARVILLE 


10 


SEMPRONIA 


I HAVE often reflected, my deareſt 
Sempronia, on the felicity with which 
Vol. III. E Provi- 
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Providence has bleſſed me, and think 
few women have ſo many reaſons to be 
grateful as myſelf. My huſband and ſon 
united, as I once thought, all that the 
world held dear to me, ſave the few re- 
ſpectable friends whoſe merit and attach- 
ment ſtill engage me to ſociety, My 
imagination then could extend no fur- 
ther, as I thought. I had nothing more 
to experience worth enjoyment; but [ 
am now convinced the meaſure of my 
life is not half compleated. That there 
is one connection more, one affectionate 
tie, which heaven will unite to enlarge 
the bounds of my exiſtence; I embrace 
it with the warmeſt gratitude, and will, 
by every action of my life, endeavour to 
acknowledge the bleſſing thus conferred, 
Haſten then to me, my deareſt Sempro- 
nia, and let this little ipot poſſeſs a trea- 
ſure, the ſeparation of which I know not 
how a moment longer to bear, Many 
are the motives which induce me to make 

this 
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chis requeſt; but the maſt powerful that 
affection which now prompts every wiſh 
of my heart. Valville is too ſenſible of 
the honour you have conferred on him, 
not to have joined his entreaties to mine; 
but allow me to flatter myſelf that to 
your indulgence I may alone ſtand in- 
debted for your ready compliance. Ten- 
derly as I love my fon, I could not be 
happy if he engaged all your affections; 
though it has been his good fortune to 
be diſtinguiſhed by merit ſuch as yours, 
I yet have claims you muſt not withhold. 
In your ftrongelt friendſhip permit me 
to hope I long have had ſome place; 
and though the partial regard of maternal 
fondneſs may induce me to ſay he is de- 
ſerving a heart virtuous as my Sempro- 
nia's, yet a prior attachment could not 
eaſily yield all thoſe pretenſions it has 
ſo anxiouſly endeavoured to maintain, 
The more our endearments are encreaſed, 
the larger is our ſphere of happineſs, and 

| L 2 we 
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we return with gratitude and fond 
remembrance to that ſource from 
whence it derived. The ties of con- 
jugal love are drawn cloſer by thoſe 
reciprocal and tender offices of parental 
affection. How many enjoyments, my 
deareſt Sempronia, are beſtowed upon a 
ſuſceptible mind ; and how little do we 
know the value of this gift, when we put 
in competition with the delightful re- 
flections it inſpires, the few momentary 
diſquietudes it may produce. Sympathy 
has more influence upon a well diſpoſed 
heart, than even reaſon itſelf. Its warm 
and gentle effuſions diſpoſe to all thoſe 
kind ſervices which human ſorrows would 
otherwiſe plead for in vain; and I have 
often contemplated this noble gift of 
Providence as one of the higheſt it has 
conferred. Let me then conjure: you 
once more to afford me this balm of 
comfort. My mind is not ſo much at 
eaſe as you could wiſh it, and to your 
| tenderneſs 
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tenderneſs it ſhall acknowledge its cure. 
The Earl will have the happineſs of con- 
ducting you to Harville, and from that 
moment conſider it as your own hoſpita- 
ble roof; for on the nuptials of his fon 
it devolves from that moment to him. 
This event 1 truſt will ſhortly approach. 
What ſhould retard its delay? With 
Joyful expectation thall I wait the happy 
arrival, Jill then excule me from ſay— 
ing more thai that | ain, with the warmelt 
heart, | 
Your's, 


DE HARVILLE, 


P. S. You will ſignify my requeſt to 
the Duchels with her permiſſion, 


E 3 L E T. 


SEFMPROMIAM, 


LETTER XIV, 


SEMPRONIA 
TO THE 


COUNTESS PE HARVILLE 


Yo UR affectionate letter, my deareſt 
Madam, I this inſtant received, With 
rapture ſhall I haſten to your gentle bo- 
ſom. My confidence, friendſhip, af- 
fection, and every ſentiment of this heart, 
Mall be repoſed in yours. But there is 
one paſſage in your letter which will ren- 
der the moments of abſence too painful 


for enjoyment, though devoted to my 
e Is it poſſible that Lady 


Harville can ſuffer a diſquietude, that re- 
mains 
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mains with Sempronia to ſooth? Why 
have you kept me then under this dreadful 
ſuſpence? The earneſt deſire I have to 
come this inſtant to your relief, with 
difficulty can I lupport. I cyuld not 
ſuppreſs my uneaſineſs, when I read your 
letter, to my friend; but ſke alcrived it 
to thole emotions ſuch flattering ſenti- 
ments muſt have excited; that pauſing 
for a few moments, I dtew to the cons 
eluſion; but indeed, indeed, I cannot 


be at reſt til} I am convinced you are re- 
ſtored to that tranquillity which has been 


diſturbed, My inexperienced heart hays 


ing no rule for its guide but that of na- 


ture, mult truſt to her influence for the 


declaration your confidence has drawn 
from it. Your lon, my deareſt Madam, 
is not only worthy my affection, but 


every ſentiment to which his virtues ſo 
juſtly entitle bim; and I feel myſelF 


under no ſmall obligation of doing them 


the juſtice of this acknowledgment ta 


E 4 yourſelf. 
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yourſelf, Under impreſſions ſuch a3 
theſe, it now remains with me to ſay, that 
to ſee ſuch exalted worth made a ſacri- 
fice to prejudice, is a reflection to which 
I cannot yield. The grand daughter of 
the Duke de Grandinne cannot unite the 
idea of Sempronia Mardaunt, It is not 
poſſible : the honours to which ſhe could 
pretend are hers alone, They cannot 
be conferred on a doubtful poſterity, 
When that ſhall be done away by a legal 
and indubitable proof, Sempronia ſhall 
be the firſt to confirm her rights; and 
then (but not one inſtant ſooner) ſhall 
with the pureſt gratitude and ſincerity of 
heart, accept the ineſtimable tribute 
which Lord and Lady Harville ſhall do 
her the honour to confer, The peruſal 
of Lady Auguſta's letter to the Duke 
will juſtify this reſolution; the contents 
of which came not to my knowledge till 
Thurſday laſt, and this is the firſt oppor- 
tunity for conveyance ſince that time. 
| The 
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The packet contained one addreſſed to 
« my child, legally ſo.” The ſuperſcrip- 
tion withheld me from breaking the ſeal; - 


the Duke having previouſly obſerved 
that no information could be obtained 
upon the queſtion. I have had no con- 
verſation with him as yet upon the ſub- 
ject; but ſhall make this a very eſſcatial 
point before we ſcparate. My two triends, 
by the entreaues of this famly, have 
conſented to make the chateau their re- 
fidence til} the arrival of the young Du- 
cheſs and her daughter, who are ſhortly 
expected, and the Count is to give them 
the meeting. Various as have been the- 
events of my lite, to no one. do [ feel 
mytelf more indebted than to the friend- 
ſn p you lo liberally have beſtowed; and 
believe, my deareſt Madam, that it ever 
will be felt with mutual tenderneſs by 


SEMPRONIA. 
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LETTER XV. 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 
TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE 


N EVER more depend on female 
vows, Were they regiſtered in heaven, 
ſome mortal charm would be found to 
diſſolve them. One ſingle word from 
the Duke put all my reſolution to flight; 
nor do I think I ſhall ever conſent to quit 
the charming retreat. I know not how 
it is, but T am wonderfully attached to 
this amiable character; but congenial 
ſpirits will re-unite, and “ execute their 
airy purpoſes.“ That my deſigns ſhall 
not be diſappointed, think what you 
pleaſe, 
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pleaſe. Sempronia and the Earl, a tete 2 
tte party, left us yeſterday z and the old 
lady was ſo much caſt down at the thoughts 
of being deſerted by all her female gueſts, 
that prevailing with my aunt, ſhe of 
courſe ſecured me. However, | will not 
take much merit to mylelf in the con- 


ceſſion. When inclinati mis at reſt, a 4£- 


8 objects at to give a 
ſpur to activity. Let the temptation be 


weak o1 otherwile, it has charms ſufficient 
for an indolent mind. Stillneſs is to me 
ſo very intolerable, that I really think, in 
order to have ſomething to do, I ſhould 
ſin with a better grace than quietly ſub- 
mit to a virtuous reſtraint. I have no 
great zeal in any cauſe; but a due pro- 
portion, when called forth, to make the 
preſent object the only one worth atten- 
tion. When you are with me, my deſire 
either to torment or pleaſe you counter- 
acts every other; if you are cheerful, I 
am grave; good humoured, I am mo- 


roſe; that upon the whole in the courſe 
of 
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of a long day we find employment for | 


every uſeful paſſion; and that is making 
the moſt of life. 


The Ducheſs and Lady Fidelia are ex- 
pected in the courſe of a week. Sem- 
pronia is to return by that time. I re- 
member to have feen the former, ſome 
time ſince; but of her diſpoſition know 
rot, The Duke never ſpeaks of her, 
tho' frequently of his daughter. You 
may aſk, what is it poſſible that a man can 
have to ſay of his wife? Her virtues 
one of courſe gives her credit for, and bad 
qualities might not be the ſubje& he 
might with to make choice of. But 


there is a certaia way of introducing an 


abſent perſon, without a full recapitula- 
tion of either. A reference to certain 
diſpoſitions, diſplays the character at 
large. If he had once intimated the plea- 
ſure this diſcovery would give her, I 
ſhould inſtantly have decided upon her 
liberality of mind: fer had Lady Auguſta 
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no child, her portion would have de- 
volved to the Duke. But he has 
been ſilent, as if no ſuch woman exiſted. 
This is an unfavourable preſentiment; 
and to tell you the truth, I thought my 
preſence might be to Sempronia's advan- 
tage. If the return of the latter 1s ſub- 
ſequent to their arrival, this interval will 
admit of the introduction I ſpeak of, if 
her Grace is given to comprehend by re- 
ference ; if not, I ſhall enter upon her 
merits tout de ſuite, and compel her to 
obſervation, Sap or ſtorm you have 
taught me to be the only ſkilful manceu- 
vres, by which a ſtrong fortification can 
be attacked; and tho' it may be too well 
guarded to give any hopes of the former, 
I think it will not be able to hold out 
againſt all the artillery I have prepared 
for the liege. 


This laſt emphatic word puts me in 
mind of the poor Colonel. Valville's 


letter explained the fact. Bur I haye ſince 
heard 
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heard from the ſame gentleman, Captain 
Beaufort, that Lady Julia was at Havre, 
and alone. This has been but a The— 
ſean expedition, Gratitude, if not gal- 
lantry, ſhould at leaſt have induced her 
hero to have landed her upon a more 
friendly ſhore. She brought him ſafe 
through the labyrinth, and of courſe ex- 
pected her reward. Tis true, he has not 
left her upon a rock, to deplore her mis- 
fortunes, but he ſurely has expoſed her 
to a far worſe fate, unleſs the example of 
her predeceſſor ſhould be the object ſhe 
has in view. Ariadne took refuge in a 
ſanctuary, and was received with divine 
honours. Poſſibly the pious Julia may 
have the ſame intention. To my heart I 
wiſh ſhe may. Publicinfamy is, to ſome 
minds, leſs ſupportable than private 
ſhame; and the misfortunes of Colonel 


Belmont entitle him fo largely to our re- 


ſpect and concern, that however bitter 
may be the reflections of retirement, it is 
a ſacrifice juſtly due to guilt, 
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To aſk him to accompany you hence, 
would not be proper : but on our return 
to St. Claire, which will immediately fol- 
low the meeting, &c. cannot your influ- 


ence prevail to detach him from that me- 
lancholy dwelling? With my aunt, he 
is upon the moſt friendly terms; and as 
your friend, he cannot feel reſerved with 
me. I can aſſur: you as far as it reſts 
with myſelf, he ſhall not; fo adieu. 
Follow my counſel. Can you do better? 


LETTER XVI. 


VISCOUNT DE VALVILLE. 


1 0 


SEM PRONIA 


1 HIS is the ſecond, but laſt letter, 
my charming friend, that I ſhall addreſs 
you 
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you from this place. Abſence, I can no 

longer undergo, and imbittered alſo by 

your diſpleaſure. Your raillery is too 

ſerious to leave the mind at eaſe, Were 

my affections for you leſs ardent, to re- | 

proach might I fly as a momentary relief | 

from pain; but to accuſe me of inſulting ; 

you, my beloved Sempronia, is an injuſ- 

ice I cannot ſupport. I addreſſed you E 

with that ſincerity. of heart Jever tcel to- q 

words you. Are you not the object of 

the tendereſt paſſion ? And what other 

language did I uſe? If you inſpire the 4 

ſoul with ſentiments above common dil- | 

tinctions, mult I not give them utterance? 

Believe me tur once, my charming friend, 3 

that your mind poſſeſſes charms, which 5 

are to me far more faſcinating than any 

your perſon can boaſt, powerful as they 

are; and if I tranſgreſſed by allowing to 

them that merit to which every human 

voice muſt have borne teſtimony, you 

-alone are reſponſible, Where is the dif- 
ference 
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ference of ſpeaking or writing a truth ? 
Did you ever hear any other words from 
my lips, than what the purity of your vir- 
tues excited? No, my Sempronia; nor 
ever ſhall your ear be ſullied, either by 
flattery or praiſe. They are but the ſub- 
ſtitutes of humble merit, Worth like 
yours would indeed be inſulted, was it 
to be approached with ſuch unworthy of- 
ferings, I hold them in abhorrence as 
much as you can do. But you ſay, if I 
can acquit myſelf I ſtand forgiven. From 
the intention and the deed, in the eye of 
heaven and Sempronia, am I clear of the 
offence, 


On the morrow, my friend, I leave 


this place. B. mon mis compoſca; and 


Breyille arrived, My ſtay is therefore 
no longer of ule; and with encreaſing 
rapture ſhall I once more fly to your pre- 
ſence; when we ſhall meet, never, I truſt, 
to part more, As you have heard the 

particu- 
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particulars of Lady Julia, I ſhall not 
enter upon the unwelcome ſubject. To 
you, my innocent Sempronia, ſuch a tale 
mult ſtrike with horror; but never did 
] entertain better hop-s from principles 
fo depraved as her's. Adieu, for the laſt 
time. 


DE VALVILLEs 


LETTER XVII. 


SEMPRONIA» 
ra THE 
MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINEG 
Harwil/s Grove, 


Ilie had a long and ſerious conver- 


ſation with the amiable Counteſs, upon a 


ſubject which I had much at heart. The 
Duke's letter, upon which you, from de- 


licacy, 
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impoſſibility, How the dilcovery will 
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licacy, remained ſilent, determined me 
on this explanation. And fondly as I am 
attached to your noble friend, never will 
I conſent to give him this hand, while the 
ſmalleſt doubt remains as to the particulars 
of my birth. I will not enter at large on 
the ſubje&t. You muſt judge of my mo- 
tives from thoſe which influenced your 
reſerve. Could you have approved the 


meaſures which have been taken, you, in 


the very firſt inſtance, would have con- 
firmed them by the weight of your ap- 
probation. But highly, my deareſt friend, 
as I revere your judgment, on this occa- 
ſion had it oppoſed my own, I do not 
think I ſhould have had reſolution to have 
followed it, This has poſſibly been the 
hardeſt trial I have yet experienced, But 
it has proved my ſtrength, and the ex- 
ertion has been of ule, The Duke is 
apprized of my ſentiments : and tho? he 
wiſhed to have refured them, felt the 


be 
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be made, I know not. The grave haz 
buried the deed ; or what is equally im- 
penetrable, the promiſe of a man of ho- 
nour. . Could the latter have been re- 
voked Think not that I am loſe 
to happineſs, The conſcious ſatisfaction 
of a deed well acquitted, brings with 1t 
enjoyments, to which I other wiſe mult 
haye been undeſerving. 


If Valville.is not able to encounter this 
ſtroke, never would he have been worthy 
that heart I ſo gladly ſhould have con- 
ferred, The Duchels had mary realons 


to have conioied her hopes; I not one, 


but in the confirmation of a dubious fact. 
That was a dependance much too feeble 
for felicity or content, But the thought 
juſtified the moment. And with it were 
united too many future enjoyments for 
me to have renounced them on their firſt 
approach. But it is paſt; and the remem- 
brance will be an admanition hereafter. 

Adieu, 
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Adieu, my tendereſt friend. In loſing 
the ſuppoſed daughter of Lady Auguſta, 
you receive your true and affectionate 
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or I muſt have lived in vain: and to ap- 
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plaud the deed, would be to rob it of 1 
half its value. Heaven will record it. $ 
In the breaſt of your affectionate and ten- [+ 
der Honoria, will you receive every—— | 
Adieu, adieu. 1 


DE GRAVELINE. 
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LETTER XX. 


VISCOUNT DE YALVILLE 
TO THE 


COUNTESS DE HARVILLE. 


SEMPRONIA abſolve her vows ! 
Impoſſible! Thoſe vows, which were 
atteſted by the moſt ſolemn promiſe, by 
that honour which is pure as heaven itſclf. 
No Madam, it cannot be; nor for a mo- 
ment will I tuffer the impious thought. 
« Exer to be mine,” were the laſt words 
uttered by that celeſtial voice, Every 
ſentiment of her ſoul is imprinted in the 
ſtrongeſt characters upon this faithful 
heart. Never can they be eraled, By 
every holy, every facred tie—is ſhe mine, 

and— 


© a 


Ke 
* 
E 
1 

N - 
Þ- 
2 

- * 
* 
4 

x * 
* 

x 

- * 
* 


S N MPRO NIA. 


and for ever. I ſhall fly to her this in- 
ſtant, and demand a confirmation of thoſe 
rights, her lips ſo warmly have uttered. 
What aſſaſſin can have plunged this dag- 
ger into my happy bolom ? Was Sem- 
pronia not proof to one fortnight's ab- 
ſence ? If the leall ſenſe of virtue remains 
in this wretched exiſtence, it muſt be 
found in her alone. Never ſhall ſhe be 
another's. —This arm ſhill reſtrain—- it 
cannot be. — And is jt to you, my ten- 
der mother, that I have penned thus hor- 
rid Pardon —treceive me—1 am not 
my felt. —Sempronia is mine——0r your 


ſon 
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SEMPRONIA. 


LETTER XX 


FROM THE SAME, 


Rexvsx to ſee me! Fly at my 
approach! Is my preſence becorhe horri- 
ble in her ſight? Deny me even to atone ! 
To atone for what? Where is the crime 
of which I have been guilty, but that of 
loving her with the moſt pure, the moſt 
ardent paſſion ? Her exiſtence is rivetted, 
is interwoven with my own; and we will 
either die or live together. Is ſhe alſo 
loſt toevery ſenſe of compaſſion ? Impoſe 
this-cruel taſk on the tendereſt, fondeſt 


of mothers? Her vow is irrevocable; + 


nor can ſhe diſſolve it but with her laſt 


breath. Yes, Madam, I can dare at- 
tempt 
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tempt all that juſtice, that honour de- 
mands; and beyond them, I ſeek no re- 
fuge. In a few hours —and then, I ſhall 
take the other road. Tho' ſurrounded 
by precipices, I cannot be expoſed. to a 
deeper, than where I now ſtand. This 
moment am I on the brink of deſtruttion, 
Hope is fled—and I am loſt for ever. 


DE VALVILLE, 


LETTER XXI. 


SEMPRONIA 
TO THE 


VISCOUNT DE VALVILLE 


Ra SH, inconſiderate youth! Hearken 
but a moment to the voice of virtue, and 
be yourſelf, In what miſery would you 

Vol. III. F involve 
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involve thoſe objects, ſo deſervedly dear ? 
Where is the guilt I have committed Hor 
a virtue, the bounds of which I have 
tranſgreſſed. I am your by every ſacred 
engagement, and will remain ſuch till the 
laſt moment of my life, Be calm, and hear 
me. What have I done, but what honour 
demanded ? nor have I a merit in the 
deed I have performed. Duty has been 
my only guide. I owed that to you, and 
conſcience enjoined its oblſervagge.* Im- 
plore not my protection: you have never 
loſt it, nor ever can. In this faithful 
boſom will all your virtues be treaſured; 
and the ſacred depoſit will I guard with 
a vigilant eye. As my heart knows no 
diſimulation, it has nothing to conceal, 
Your affection is poſſibly dearer to me 
than ever. It is both my conſolation and 
my pride. Believe me, I am too vain- 
glorious to give up the pleaſure of having 

the 


The letter to Sempronia does not appear, 
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che world a witneſs of the gift you have 
beſtowed ; and the thrilling delight and 
enjoyment it diffuſes thro' my own bo- 
ſom, is aſenſation I cheriſh with rapture, 
Every thing then unites to inſure my 
happineſs, as it is derived from you a- 
lone. 85 

This frank confeſſion I owed to you; 
nor do I bluſh for having made it. If 
my obligations to you are ſo many, what 
have yo Mot a right to expect from me? 
The mutual return of tenderneſs is a debt 
you can demand, and will at all times 
find me ready to diſcharge. But your 
friendſhip and eſteem remain yet unac- 
knowledged. On my honour you de- 
pended for payment; and the generous 
confidence you repoſed on that ſecurity, 
bound me by the ſtrongeſt ties. The 
time came, when I was able to ſettle that 
account, Had I, inſtead of refunding 
the ſum, cancelled the bond you had 
left in my poſſeſſion, what would you 
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have thought ? No, my friend, nevôr 
more ſhould I have been entitled to yout 
remembrance. The idea, at times, might 
have returned, but it would have broyght 
with it many a painful recollection. Be 
the future lot which Providence has, de- 
ſigned me what it may, I will endeavour 
to render it worthy your reſpect; and 
while influenced by ſuch an impulle, feli- 
city cannot be wanting. When, I ac- 
cepted your propoſals, I was actuated by 
principle. My deciſion might have been 
leſs haſty ; but it was founded upon a 
certain confirmation of my birth. The 
letter, as I moſt ſincerely hoped, ſo did 
I asreadily belicve, contained a full expla- 
nation of that ſubject. When I found 
it otherwiſe, I knew not what ſtep to take, 
That I was allied to this amiable family, 
J was convinced: and if under ſuch du- 
bious circumſtances as the preſent, they 
acknowledged me as their relation, and 
received me as ſuch, 1 could have no 
| | reaſon 
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reaſon for withdrawing myſelf from their 
protection. When tlie title was conferred, 
it mult have been upon an idea that my 
father was noble, or what right attached 
that diſtind ion on me? As the grand 
daughter of a Duke, 1 had none; in the 
male line 1 only could have received it. 
There are certain ſituations, 'my friend, 
in which the heart cannot follow entirely 
xs On dictates ; obligations conſtrain on 
one ſide, and duty often binds upon the 
other. This was exactly mine, 1 for- 
got not What I owed to myſelf, but I 
was impelled by a motive ſtill more pre- 
vailing—the unbounded kindneſs I ſo re- 
cently had received. To have given 
pain to a heart, ſo warm and benevolent 
as our ' friend's, was not poſſible, The 
gratification it felt in the thoughts of 
being reſtored, though but to the repre- 


ſentation of one it held ſo dear, was a 


pleaſure I could not diſturb, My ſenti- 
ments, in the gentleſt voice I could have 
. F 3 uttered 
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uttered them, muſt have ſounded in the 


language of reproach z; and could I have 
made the ungenerous return? Many 
days I ſuffered to paſs under the moſt 
cruel ſuſpence; but when your mother's 
too tender requeſt was received, I conſi- 
dered myſelf bound to enter into a full 
explanation; and without turning to the 
author of my misfortune, gave full rea- 
ſon for the determination I had made. 
Thoſe ſentiments of honour, which I be- 
heved to be the guide of his conduct, 
approved my reſolution. This confirma- 
tion animated me to a taſk I at firſt had 


ſome ſtruggle to make; but confidence 


in the ſucceſs of my meaſure induced me 
to purſue it without delay. United to 
you as I am under every holy tie, was I 
not reſponſible to you for a full diſcharge 
of my duty? How muſt I have ſuffered 
in your eſteem had I firſt loſt my own? 
Could you have been happy at the ex- 
peace of my peace? could you have loved 
Ly | me 
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me with that ſincerity you do at this mo- 
ment, had I made the ſacrifice of virtue 
to paſſion? No, my Valville, dear as | 
am to you, you could not have received 
the one while the other was not left me 
to beſtow. I ake a ſhort view of the paſt, 
and you will inſtantly acquit me. Let 
my birth be proved legal, and that mo- 
ment I am yours. Though the Marchio- 
neſs has been ſilent with reſpect to your 
father's ſentiments of me, 1 hope I have 
not deceived myſelf upon a point of this 
importance. Lels than his eſteem could 
not ſatisfy the wife of Valville. By de- 
poſiting to his care the moſt precious gift 
he could have conferred, in time, 1 truſt, 
I may be able to reclaim. it. 


Could I have entered with you upon 
this buſineſs, I ſhould have received you 
on your firſt return. Even this I tried 
to effect; but it was not poſſible. There 
are bounds we may attempt to overleap, 

F 4 but 
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but the exertion ſo enfeebles our powers 
as to diſqualify for a fafe return. Of 
this I was aware, and retreated in time. 


Though we are debarred from ſeeing; 
each other, our letters are not ſubje& to 


the ſame reſtraint. They may meet with- 


out danger, as I am perſuaded the writers 
have too much honour to abuſe that pri- 
vilege which friendhhip confers, Should 
Jever trangreſs on this ſacred promiſe, 
puniſh me by an eternal filence; and as 
A you ſentence ſhall I patiently ſubmit. 


+ The Ducheſs and Lady Fidelia arrived 
two days before my return to the cha- 
teau; but as yet I can form no opinion 
of either. The next letter, which I ſhall 
fend in the courſe of a week, may con- 
tain thoſe particulars  ,! that 1 wiſh you 
not to writetill that comes to hand. Adieu 
* beſt, = Des affectionate enn 
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LETTER XXII. 


WARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 


* | 
, TO THR 


COUNT DE BREVILLE, 


Our travellers are come. What a 
homely phraſe! Her Grace and ſuite 
are arrived. Alexander, did not make a 
more magnificent en/7e, The Duke felt 
ſurprized, but wilely ſuppreſſed the dit 
cavery : I calm, but looked important. 
Inſurmountable difficulties, all of which 
ſhe had overcome, impeded her advance, 
The boors and Fillagers looked aghaſt; 
the towns people collected in crowds to 
ſee the proceſſion, Proceſſion, my dear ! 
laid the Duke. I thought his Holineſs - 

ES... 
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had left Avignon ſome weeks ſince? My 
good friend, ſaid ſhe, between anger and 
civility, you will never comprehend. Am 
I not giving you the account of our- 
ſelves? The bells rung, the drums beat, 
and we were ſo overcome by the confu- 


ſion of ſounds, that Lady Fidelia was 


quite exhauſted. And well ſhe might, 
obſerved his Grace, very ſententiouſly : 
public demonſtrations of reſgect ought 
ſurely to produce des plus wipes ſentimens. 
I thought you would have been pleated 
with the honours we received, But we 
will tell you no more. You are arrived 


fafe, my dear, ſaid he, and at gives 


me pleafure. The above was the intro- 
duction of our noble gueſts. © The fol- 
lowing day her Grace was too much de- 
rangte by the long journey to make her 
appearance, and on the fecond, p oc- 
rupte de ſes propres affaires, to give any 
attention to ours. But the Puke had 
prepared her for the return of Sempro- 
nia, though not for her reception. He 

Was 
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was evidently hurt, but had no reſource, 
On the ſecond evening I entered very 
fully upon the ſubject; which, though 
it had been my previous intention, was 
what the Duke I ſaw had much at heart. 
Her Grace gave a pole attention to the 
recital (the principal circumſtances of 
which ſhe had been already apprized of) 
and expreſſed by inuændos and apoſtro- 
phes all the opinion ſhe meant to beitow. 
Seeing this, 4 directed ſome queſtions to 
her, which forced a no leſs indirect re- 
ply. She was tres fache, chagrinee, and 
the like. By the bye ſhe ſpeaks but 
broken Engliſh; that theſe laconic anſwers 
donotitrike fo much as they would in our, 
or the Engliſh language; but her advances 
in them ſeemed impeded by more in- 
ſurmountable obſtacles than her proce 
ſion. Having gone through my dear 
Sempronia's misfortunes, I thought 1 
would enter upon her metits; the lit of 


which not being much. ſhorter than the 


Former ; to theſe ſhe was equally inae- 
| ceſſible. 
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ee ſſible. Charmante; etonnante, amiable A 
la verits, were all 1 could obtain. How- 
ever the epithets were gracious, though 
given with too much /ang froid to be very 
intereſting. My mother acquaints me, 
ſaic her Grace, that ſhe has accepted the 
propoſals of the Vilcount de Valville. I 
am aſtoniſhed that che Farl ſhould have 
made that election for his ſon, From 
the circumſtances which had recently 
happened, I was at a loſs for a reply. 
Whether the Duke perceived this or not, 
I could not obſerve ; but rephed, my 
niece has refuſed the Viſcount, The 
word niece, ſhe did not adopt. The young 
lady ſurprizes me much, ſaid ſhe, to 
have declined ſo very flattering an alli- 
ance, to which a Duke's davghter might 
have aſpired. A grand daughter, my 
dear, is but a remove Pray may I 
enquire the young lady's realons? That 
is a queſtion a little unfair, he obſerved 
with a gentle ſmile. Love 1s very ca- 
pricey though my niece, I am per- 
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fuaded; has her reaſons, for ſhe has too 
much good ſenſe ever to act without one 
but, my dear, you will ſoon be acquainted 
with her, and admitted to her confidence, 
as well as her couſin, | can anſwer for it. 
No more was ſuid. 


This woman has good humour, ſome 
kind of ſenſe, though I am entirely at a 


loſs of what nature; a ſenſibility which? 
gives her but lutle trouble; is diſpoſed 


to be cheerful, if you ſupply her with an 
object; and her diſpoſition apparently 
compliant when ſhe has ro temptation to 
abide by her own opinions; and as ſhe is 
not often put to the trouble of forming 
any, paſſes upon the whole a very peace» 
able life; is from habit attached to her 
huſband, and from the ſame mechanical 
impulſe to her daughter. Thelatter is a very 
pleaſing young woman; and in perſon, 
little inferior to Sempronia; her man- 
ners poliſhed, and her affection to her 
father has endeared her to me already. 
When 
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When we were tete à ice ſhe enquired 


much after her couſin, and ſeems very 


happy at the thoughts of her return; ex- 
preſſes an intereſt for her misfortunes in 
a manner which charms me; and is, as 


far as I can judge, a defirable character. 


So much for our new acquaintance. 
My dear girl comes to us on the morrow, 


and my ſtay ſhall be directed by her 


wiſhes, Her letter to Valville I have 
not ſeen; but her determination was 
made previous to her departure, and ſhe 
aſſured me ſhe ſhould leave the Grove 
before his return. In this, and every 
other action of her life, the is as ſar 


above my power of doing juſtice to by 


commendation as her example would be 
above my 4mitation ; for the ſacrince ſhe 
has made to s heroic, and 
the whole' univerſe muſt applaud her, 
The Duke has juſt left me, and confi- 
dentially tells me he has dilpatched a meſ- 


ſenger tothe prieſt at Rheims. The perſe- 
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verance in ſo raſh a promiſe he conſiders 
as every thinking mind muſt. This in- 
formation he has given to his dear niece, 
he ſaid, by letter. But he cannat advert 
to the ſubject, I ſee, without pain. By 
the little he ſaid, I perceive he is de- 
firous that my friend's reaſons for a refu- 
ſal ſhould be concealed. So be upon 


your guard. 


Let me know the exact time of your 
return, and whether the Colonel will 
mect you at St. Claire, Adieu. How 
many of our valuable days are devoted to 
the ſervice of others; but will not recol- 
lection enhance the joy of the remainder? 
and that is more than a reward. 


DE GRAVELINEs 


LET: 
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LETTER XXIII. 


LS) 


COUNT DE FREVILLE 
TO THE 


'M ARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE- 


L AD Julia has ſent a penitential lets 
ter; but you may ſuppoſe the reception 
it met with. The Colonel has acquainted 
himſelf fully with the particulars of this 
connexion ; and, as I can learn, her con- 
duct before her own ſervants was too fla- 
grant to be forgiven. From whom he 
learned the above, I know not. He 1s 
not a man to be ſatisfied by weak autho- 
rity; and his ſervants would be the lait 
to which he would have recourſe, though 
on ſuch a point their teſtimony would 

have 


Wh, 14) 


x i 


re. 
oe Wor * 


2 1 4 2 
2 * WW. EF 
9 r 3 


e 


1 


E 
2 
] 
t 


1 
WF». 

— 
135 
D 4 
W 1 
* . 
Ten 

4 
. 3 


Hp * 


7 
„ * * 


D „ 
„ © $000 
* 4 RY 


SF + 


Mt 


_ 
W 


S$EMPRONTYA. 113 


hevOveight. His attachment had taken 
deeper root than I had thought poſſible, 
and ſhort of confirmed guilt would have 
procured her forgiveneſs, No converſa- 
tion till her letter arrived had taken place, 


This he put into my hand; and after 1 


had read and returned it, he left the 
room. The anſwer was quickly written, 
which I alſo ſaw, It was ſpirited and 
proper. Her family have interpoſed, but 
in an unhandſome manner, and cowardly 
ſo at the ſame time, In his reply to Lady 
Julia, he adviſed her to have recourſe to 
their protection, as the propoſal had 
been made by them; her jointure the from 
this time is to receive, and an additional 
allowance from his own private fortune. 


This is the whole which paſſed upon the 


ſubject. To have entered, ſo badly pre- 
pared as I was, into the merits of the 
cauſe, would have diſtreſſed me much. 
To vindicate her was impoſſible, and to 
have added ſorrow to thole he fo acutely 
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felt, not the buſineſs of a friend. Con- 
vinced of the impropriety of an applica- 
tion to me, ſilence was the only means to 
be obſerved, and I moſt heartily thank 
him for it. As to his future plans, they 
are not entirely fixed. He ſeems inclined 
to viſit the Cantons, an excurſion he had 
long wiſhed to make. Captain Beau- 
fort will accompany him if it takes place, 
which I think probable; and the beſt 
thing he can do for the preſent. 


My return will be on the ſixth at far- 
theſt. The poſt, by ſome accident, has 
been delayed. This obliges me to diſ- 
patch my packet ſooner than I had in- 
tended, If the meſſenger leaves your's 
behind, IT ſhall certainly ſacrifice him to 
my revenge. Three days without one 
line ! Indeed, Honoria, this is not kind; 
but to live in hopes is the only des 
abun now ſupports your 
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LETTER. XV... 


 MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 
; 
TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE, 


Tu E interview has taken place; and 


upon the whole infinitely better than I ex- 
pected, being prepared for a very awful 


ceremony, I cannot tell you that her Grace 
was cordial, but polite. She embraced 
her not; but preſented her hand about 
half an inch from her body, as a ſignal 
for Sempronia to obſerve or not, Hav- 
ing done tnis, ſhe conſidered her duty on 
that point as fully diſcharged ; but drew 
it back betore there was really time to 

approach 
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approach it, had you gone full ſpeed for 
the purpoſe. Dinner was preſently an- 
nounced; and to my heart I believe 
every one was equally rejoiced, When 
one is at a loſs for ſpeech, be the cauſe 
what it may, intetruption even gives re- 
lief. But this is a kind of meeting which 
conciliates caſe and good humour more 
than any other; and when you are not 
diſpoſed to any great kindneſs, how 
gladly you ſeize every opportunity of be- 
ing civil. Here I muſt ſay ſhe acquitted 
herſelf well, avoiding the exact diſtinction 
between haughty dignity and humiliating 
goncde ſcenſion; and Tam almoſt diſpoſed 
40 think, from her ſubſequent behaviour, 
that ſhe is diſpoſed to be Kind if the k new 
how ; but there is a certain art neceſſary 
to the right application of good inten- 
tions, which this ſaid lady does not poſ- 
ſeſs. She is thoughtleſs from the habit 
of indifference, and you may therefore 
be ſure chat reflection is but momentary ; 
bug 


- 


7 
% 
FS 4 
2 
N 
Shy | 
* 
wy 
** 
* bf 
* 
N 
3 
85 
a "+4 
* 
be 
a 
* 
+ 
: 
1 
Wh 


IF 
SK 
Is 
\ 


* 
1 
"4 
5 
Uh. 
F* 
. 


$EMPROMIA, - 41h 


but with her theſe returns ate not unfre- 
quent whendhe has ſomething to engage 
her. She wants expreſſion, This laſt 
defect I imputed to her unſkilfulneſs in 
the Engliſh language but Fam now con- 
vinced it ariſes from natural poverty; 
for her thoughis, could they make theit 
way to the light, would. often reflect that 
merit, which this thick miſt ſo very un- 
fortunately obſcaes. She has alſo forne 
baſhfulneſs, a iort of mauvaiſe bonte; 
which at her time of life is extraordinary, 
and indeed from every other conſidera- 
tion no leſs fo, Wich all theſe flexible; 
and inſlexible qualities, the balance, I ſee 
will be tolerably well kept up. Poor 
dear Semproma has undergone too much 
to enable her to be over chearful; that 
ſhe does not appear to her uſual advan» 
tage; but the Duke, conſcious of the 
cauſe, draws: her into converſation, ſo 
that his wife may not find her unſocial. 
He does this with a dehcacy Lam pleaſed 
5 with 5 
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with; and as matters now ſtand, we are 
as well as I had any reaſon to expect. 

The return of the perſon from Rheims 
will be at lateſt on Saturday. Should he 
not bring information, we have nothing 
worſe to apprehend than ſilence. Still I 


have my hopes. What conſcience has 


failed to effect, ſelf-intereſt has been 
known to urge. The Duke's character 

carries ſound as well as importance; and 
the advantages of a diſcovery may ſtrike 
with more force than thoſe of conceal- 
ment. A living Duke will carry more 
weight than ten thouſand dead ones; and 
that recollection poſſibly may do the buſi- 


neſs; though far be it from me to infer 


any exertion of power or influence from 
the former, beyond what reaſon and ar- 
gument will effect; but ſome beams of 
. worldly comfort may dart acroſs the 


ſacerdotal robe, which may contribute 


even to monaſtic bliſs, 
Lady 
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Lady Fidelia has much good ſenſe, 
well informed, has taſte, and poſſeſſes 
many accompliſhments; in muſic ſhe 
excells, ſings, I may ſay, divinely, and 
has wonderful execution ; her- manners 
and figure res prevenantes. 


Had Sempronia made an abſolute re- 
vocation, poor Valville would have had 
no chance of eſcape; but eternal con- 
ſtancy, contrary to all preceding records, 
was the laſt article of ſeparation, Lovers 
in heart, but friends only upon paper; 
nor do I think a total exchange was 
propoſed by either party. Nothing leſs 
than hope would enable your dilconſo- 
late friend to live a fortnight; nor duty 
could have urged my amiable Sempro- 
nia to have made ſo noble a ſacrifice, 
Heaven muſt recompence ſuch a deed as 
this, and will, I firmly cruſt. 


Lady Julia has my wiſhes for a true 
repentance, 
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repentance, and J rejoice to find the wor- 
thy Colonel has acted with ſo much ſpi- 
rit; at beſt, the recollection of the paſt 
muſt frequently give many a ſorrowful 
hour. The journey, and an eaſy compa- 
nion, are the beft objects he could pur- 
ſue. When all your duties are diſcharged 
at Belmont, you will poſſibly de tems en 
tems turn your thoughts to the chateau. 
The Ducheſs has heard of your unfortu- 
nate predilection; and ] am ſerious when 
I fay, that I really thought ſhe was going 
to expreſs her unfortunate concern; but 
upon caſting my eyes accidentally to- 
wards her, ſaw her preparing for a com- 
pliment; and before night it appeared 
not e arrayed. 


This is 8 my laſt if you conti- 
nue a century longer; and you know I 
never reca#t. I ſhould beg you to make 
my beſt wiſhes to the Colonel and ſo 
forth, was not ſuch an attention to ſound 

more 
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more like inſult than civility ; ſo name 
me not. Adieu. You may think of me 
if you pleaſe; but even that pleaſure in 
3 juſtice I ought to withhold till you ſhall 

have given me the conlolation of know- 


ing how many ſleepleſs nights you have 
ſuffered, 
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- * 
— — - R hs 
N - <a. - 
. + = 17 —— —— — - 
by 9 Y l - „ — * * * 
3 ——— _—— „ — Wien ad 
. was Os. = 
= kak * LY be = 8 


0 SEMPRONIA | 
] TO THE 

5 VISCOUNT DE VALVILLE. | 
1 I Have deprived myſelf of no ſmall 1 
pleaſure, my deareſt friend, in deferring 1 
: Vol. III. G 
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my letter a poſt longer than I intended; 
but to tell you the truth, I was not a 
little anxious to give you ſome informa- 
tion of our new acquaintance; and tho! 
the Ducheſs is no very difficult character 
to read, there were ſome metaphorical 
figures I could not immediately decypher. 
Having effected this, I found their ſigni- 
| fication ſo very harmleſs, that had I be- 
gan by the firſt, inſtead of reverſing the 
myſtic, much trouble might I have 
ſpared, Having ſaid this, I have nothing 
more to obſerve, than with reſpect to my- 
ſelf ſhe is very civil, and makes me per- 
fectly at eaſe. We do not conſider each 
other than as accidental acquaintance, 
and how is it poſſible we ſhould ? Lady 
Fidelia J think you would like; but I in- 
tend not to riſk the experiment. She 1s 
an engaging beauty, but fo unconſcious 
of its effects, than when you look at her, 
as poſſibly I may, with ſome degree of 
carneſtneſs, and ſhe happens to catch 

your 
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your attention, one would infer, from the 
confuſion which it excites, that you had 
detected her of ſome crime, Her mind 
ſeems well ſtored, and her diſpoſition, am 
perſuaded, amiable, I cannot help uni- 
ting the idea of internal with external 
beauty ; though I admit not that de- 
formity bears the ſame ſimilitude, You 
readily give credit to the former upon 
the recommendation it brings, but the lat- 
ter trepells unfortunately much too pow- 
erfully on the firſt approach, to induce 
you to enquire beyond it. I remember 
an obſervation of the Marchioneſs de 
Lambert to this effect. She ſays—““ le 
merite peut à peine ſe montre au travers 
d'un azbors deſagreable.“ This is a ſevere 
truth, to have been expreſſed by a pen ſo 
humane as her's; but experience con- 
firms it. The ſenſes muſt firſt be pleaſed 
before the imagination will make any 
excurſion; and Teaſon is in general ſo 
very tardy in its approach, that it rarely 
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comes to our aſſiſtance without muck i im- 
portunity; that may be the that 
we intreat it ſo ſeldom, and reſpect it ſe 
much. Compulſion is ever at warfare 
with ſome little paſſion or other, and a 
diſgraceful retreat is often preferred to 
an honourable conceſſion, May ſuch, 
my friend, never be our choice; but if 
on the firſt trial it ſnould prove that the 
conteſt would be beyond our ſtrength, let 
us yield inſtantly. Di cretion will juſtify 
our conduct. But I truſt we ſhall never 
be reduced to the neceſſity, The paſt 
confirms my future reliance; better days 
are reſerved for us than thoſe we have 
already experienced, Ler me entreat 
you to have this confidence, and con- 
vince me that my felicity is united with 
your's. Can I enjoy a moments peace 
without the conſoling reflection that you 
are reſigned, To know the operation of 
the paſſions is but an imperfect know- 


ledge, if when other aſſiſtance is required 
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we have not the judgment to apply it. 
Poor indeed would be the {kill of a phy- 
fician who undertakes the cure of his pa- 


tient, if, after one violent experiment, 


which has exhauſted his ſtrength, he 
ſhould leave nature wholly to her own 
efforts when he was convinced there was 
not power to exert them, Realon in 
each caſe would ſuggeſt ſome other ex- 
pedient, and that, my Valville, we muſt 
adminiſter if we value truly the object 
we have in view, Remember me to your 
affectionate mother; and forget me not 
to the Earl, whoſe efteem it will ever be 
my pride to acknowledge. The Mar- 
chioneſs and Lady Hortenſia leave not 
this place till the Count arrives. You 
know the ſequel of Lady Julia's mis- 
fortunes, and the intentions. of Colonel 
Belmont, ,that I ſhall not enter upon the 
ſubject. One is ſo apt to ſpeak of things 
from the impreſſion they make, that ones 
ame of their real late often leads 

G 3 into 
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into error. Let us converſe of ourſelves, 
where neither falſe credulity nor ſcepti 
ciſm can miſlead. Friendſhip admits of | 4 
every truth; and ſanctioned by her au- J 
thority, may be communicated without 
regret, Adieu, my beſt friend. 
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LETTER XXVI. 


VISCOUNT DE VALVILLE 


10 


SEMPRONIA 


Harville Groves 


You forbad me writing ſooner, and | 
I obeyed. - My pen trembles now in my 

hand. How many times have I taken 
_ it 
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it up without the power to direct it to- 
wards you. What can it preſent but ob- 
jects too ghaſtly tur your ſight ?—your 
friend, your lover, your huthand, breath- 
ing his laſt ſighs in the agonies of deſpair. 
Every expectation dilappointed, every 
hope extinguiſhed—had theſe eyes cloſed 
ere I knew my dreauful. ſentence, what 
fufferings ſhould I not have eſcaped! 
Had death ſnatched you from my bo- 
ſom, time and reaſon might have enabled 
me to ſubmit to my fate; but to know you 
live—but not for me—happy; and yet 
ſeparated from all which ought to have 
been dear to you. is a reflection I neither 
can, nor yet will ſupport. Talk to me 
not of reſignation to a misfortune ſuch 
as mine. Where am I to ſeek that aid? 
Not in reaſon, for ſhe flies my approach; 
you have ſubverted her empire, and left 
me defenceleſs. Cruel, cruel Sempro- 
nia! and was it from your hand I res 
ecived this awful leſſon? Could a heart, 
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tender and affectionate as your's, dictate 
ſentiments ſuch as theſe; — forbid me even 
to ſpeak of my paſſion, the only language 
I knew, To reſtrain me by laws to which 
nature could not yield; to tell me I muſt 
endure my ſorrows, without the fainteſt 
hope of relaxation! ſtruggle with a cala- 
mity which every moment brings addi. 
tional aggravation, and with the daily 
taſk of ſupporting an indefatigable re- 
ſiſtance: this is not a ſtate for humanity 
to bear. I have one requeſt to make; 
that you will allow me to ſee you, 
Scarcely can I believe that it was my 
Sempronia who wrote the laſt letter, 
Something tells me it was not herſelf; 
nor till you comply with this demand, 
mall I believe the deed poſſible, Con- 
firmed by your own lips, I then ſhall 
know how little ſhare I have in that heart 
I. once thought devoted to me alone. 


Friendſhip could not have inſpired ſenti- 


ments ſuch as theſe; much leſs could a 
| paſſion 
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paſſion, once ardent and exalted like yours. 

Honour had no further claims on obe- 

dience. Vou had more than fulfilled the 

duties that impoſed. Let me hear from 

your own lips that vou maintain the doc- 

trine J have received; and then, but not 
till then, ſhall I be convinced it is my 
Sempronia Who has urged it. 


DE VALVILLE. 
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LETTER XXVII. 


SEMPRONIA»> 


TO THE 


VISCOUNT DE VALVILLY 


Inxve ED, my friend, you have a dif- 


ficult leſſon to learn at a time when you 
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ſeem little prepared for inſtruction. To 
offer aſſiſtance I have vainly endeavoured; 
but you render my powets uſeleſs; you 
oppoſe truth by error, and honour by 
paſſion. J once thought the latter united; 
but find I am deceived, You may diſ- 
play, by the ingenuity of argument, their 
{eparate merits; but 1 am diſpoſed to 
think, whenever you ſhall reduce thoſe 
Principles to experience, you will find 
that all your rhetoric has anſwered but 
little purpoſe. ' Erroneous opinions claim 
Cour pity, but pernicious maxims ouf ? 

«contempt. The former may take place 
in a good heart, and unconſciouſly lead 
it aſtray; but the latter is a preſumptu- 
ous, arbitrary power, which, in defiance 
of eſtabliſhed laws, boldly advances its 
own authority, and has more influence 
on the conduct of life than you may ap- 
prehend, It goes to my ſoul to ſpeak to 
you in language ſuch as this; but in- 
deed, my dear Valville, forcibly have you 
drawn it from me. When I ſo repeatedly 
aſſured 
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aſſured you of my affection, why would 
you compel me to tell you the ſacrifice 
J had made to it? I had wiſhed you to- 
have kept me ſilent upon that, and every 
other truth, the utterance of which could: 
have given you pain. You ſaw my mo- 


tive, and mult have given me credit for 


it, had you liſtened to that voice which 


hitherto you fo deſervedly have reſpected. 


But you put reaſon in the firſt inſtance 


to flight, and are then ſurprized you have 


no longer a friend to aſſiſt you. Why 
voluntarily have left yourſelf defencelets 
at a time you ſaw the danger approach? 


what power did you reſerve to oppole to 


its intruſion but that which. was too weak 


to lend: it ſuccour? Did ever man on carth- 
know better the inſluence of virtue than 


yourſelf ? has it not been the guide, the 
kind ſoother of all. your misfortunes ? 


How often has it reſcued you from perils 


far more fatal than this? If you would 
but have weighed my letter (as I hope it 


deſerved) it ſurely could not have been 


found 
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found to contain any one principle con- 
trary to your own! Have I not con- 
ducted myſelf upon your maxims, and 
purſued that conduct your example had 
taught? Was this my fault? And if it 
had been mine, did it remain with you 
to reproach me? Had I d-/erted you, and 
given my hand to another, you would 
have been juſtified by your reſentment, 
could ſuch a deed have merited a thought 
more, But what is it I have left even in 
your power to accuſe me of, but that, if 
it was poſſible, of loving you too well? 
Did I not acknowledge myſelf yours by 
every tie which heaven could bind? 
My heart was the hoſtage I left in your 
poſſi Mon till I had fully diſcharged my 
engagements, Will you force me to 
ranſom it at a price 1 cannot willingly 
pay, or ſuffer it to be expoſed to that op- 
preſſion it cannot but with indignity ſup- 
port? This latter would be an ungene— 
rous alternative. And was | reduced to 
the dreadful expedient, would you conſent 
0 
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td fee me meanly ſubmit? Honour I 
comprehend under every facred idea; but 
rigid principles deſerve not the name, If 
I am faithful in the performance of my 
vows, I do but what is required of me; if 
I am compelled to a hard duty, I have no 
choice in ſubmiſſion. The authority may 
be rigorous, but I am neveriheleſs en- 
j ined to performance: and it is rather 
too much to have reproach to incur af- 
terwards. Had you ever given me rea- 
ſons to ſuppoſe you had one rule for 
converſation, and another for practice, 1 
ſhould have known how my preſent con- 
duct would have been conſidered ; but 
ſuppoſing them with you the ſame, I drew 
the inference accordingly. I ſhould be 
£ happy, my fricnd, to hear your defini- 
| tion of practical honour, and if I find its 
principles more ſimple than my own, 

z ſhall inſtantly adopt them. As to my- 
1 ſelf, 1 ſhould not with to walk over the 
ö old beaten track, being convinced that 
40 


— . yy 
a l — 3 — - 
— 0 a — 4 — of 
3 — — — — — < 


4 

. 

. 
q LY 4 
22 N 
Fg ; 
381 1 
4 1 
"8 
3 


þ _ - — 
Y * — 
- . —— + 


Lan. * = 24 : hes r ts 


& 1 
* 
J 
A N 
+ 
2 * 
; 
o 
4 
' 
- 
Wor 
o * 
v 
Then 
. * 
A .-" 
0 „ 
1 1 
* 
2 
<< 
1 
> 4 
+ 2» 3 
Fa l 
* 
”, 
p 
1 
F 
| „ 
k } 
l i 
. a 
Y 1 


ry CEMPRONIA 


no diſcoveries. I ſhould make would re: 
ward my labour. 


If you will allow me to judge of your- 
Heart, I think I may adviſe you to go no- 
f-rther than what that will teach. His» 
therto you have had no juſt reaſon to be 
diſſatisfied with its precepts. If you wils 
lingly ſhut your eyes to conviction, im- 
pute not to reaſon an error ſhe manifeſtly- 
diſapproves; but give to her that autho- 
rity which is her due; for compulſion in 
this caſe will not be neceſſary, as you 
have no mean paſſion to oppoſe. Aſk. 
me not to explain, what I have already: 
endeavoured at, and which has proved ſo 
unſucceſsful. You could not ſuppoſe- 
the taſk a pleaſing one; but I undertook: 


it to ſave you from the trouble. If it 


was irkſome to me in the firſt perform- 
ance, how much has that unwillingneſs 
encreaſed from the effect it has produced. 
bound you, my friend, by no laws. I 
left you to the unreſtrained exerciſe of 

every 
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every. friendly ſentiment, I wiſhed to 
render our intercourſe as endearing as: 
poſſible; and I am perſuaded I took the 
only means by which it would have be- 
come ſuch, Where would have been the 
wiſdom of recurring to paſt enjoyments,- 
if the preſent interruption you are ſo little 
able to bear? The recollection mult 2 > 
too lively, to make ſuch a retroſpect ne- 
ceſſary. I am for ſubſtituting others in 
the place of thoſe, which, for a time, we 
are not allowed to partake, And you 
would deprive me even of this conſola- 
tion! Do you think 1 philoſophize up- 
on pleaſures according to the ſeverity of 
the Stoics? No, my friend, I am as ſuſ- 
ceptible of delight as | am of ſuffering, 
and conſider pain as great an evil as plea- 
ſure a felicity, To talk about virtue, 
and the bleſſings it beſtows, will anſwer 
but little purpoſe, if, on the firſt trial, her 
rules are ſubverted. The former may be 
an innocent amuſement for paſſing away 


dime; but as we have learnt how to eſti- 


mate 
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mate its full value, ſuppoſe we were to 
purſue a more uſeful object, and exchange 
the theory for the practice? Indeed I 
think it would hardly bear ſo harmleſs a 
diſtinction as innocence, when it produced 
neither profit nor pleaſure. Sleep would 
be far more ſo; as we thereby recruit 
ET the diſcharge of our daily 
taſk; but in this, it is not better than 
playing at Bouts-rhimez ; where the un- 
derſtanding being cramped by a jingle of 
words, the bard is compelled to his ima- 


ginat ion to give them ſound. Let not 


this be our refource, I intreat you; but 
turn to ſome advantage the uſeful leſſons 
we have learnt; and may your next let- 
ters, my friend, convince me that I am 
more the object of your reſpect than your 
laſt has given me reaſon to ſuppoſe. I 
ſhall never loſe ſight of what I owe to 
you, however your ſentimen:s rowards 
me may be changed. Adieu, my friend, 
and belicve me moſt faithfully your's. 


e | SEMPRONIA, 
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LETTER XXVIII. 


VISCOUNT DE VALYILLE 


10 


SEMPRONIA 


You R laſt letter, my charming friend, 
has produced in part the conviction it 
deſerved. But why, being fo confident 
of your ſtrength, can you refuſe me the 
only conlolation ] have left? You could 
but have ſail what you have written; and 
I ſhould have had, at leaſt, the pleaſure 
of hearing your voice, Pardon me, but 
does not your rcfu/al ariſe from an infir- 
mity pride will not ſuffer you to allow t 
Is it not cowardice, rather than reſolu- 
tion, which draws you back? Had you 
| been 
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been as well armed, as you would have 
had me to ſuppoſe, the encounter could ; 
not have been attended with danger, Is 3 ( 
not this the diſtinction you. taught me? : } 
I attempt not to fly, but would be vain 
of my defeat, in acknowledging you my 
conqueror. Till you grant me my re- 
quelt, I cannot be at eaſe: and of this L 
am perſuaded, that I entreat it with ear- 
neſtneſs. With my father have I had 
much converſation on the ſubject, and the 1 
particulars I wiſh not to communicate by | 
letter. My mother joins alſo with my 
entreaties: and you, cannot, for one in- 
ſtant doubt of the prudence of her mea- 
ſures, whenever my Sempronia is con- 
cerned. Let me conjure you then to ac- 
cede to thele united wiſhes. Her ſpirits 
are very low, her mind oppreſſed, and the 
loſs of your ſociety ſhe feels with the ut- 
moſt concern, But ardently as I wiſh 
your preſence, I ſhall not aſk it here; till 
I have given you my full. reaſons. upon, 
ſome 


hp, way 


£2. 8 x. * 
n _ 


LY mM * * ” - _ "on * 
3 Vt No TE POT OE IE » — 
n.. 7 3,4 s N 3 Cs : ; A ; * 
3 * wk S So A+ Tings, a * 1 * F , * un 2 N : 
= - * #4 * 3 — 5 * 3 F 4 * * * - Wy 
5 5 ſe 8 4 7 . 4 - 4 A 22 < . 
n - „ . - 
1 * # "fs . - ” 


1 
LN 
; 


SEMPRONI A. 130 


ſome points, of which you muſt be in- 
formed. Grant me this only favour. 
One day is all I aſk. Conſult your heart; 
it cannot ſurely refuſe. 


This goes by a private hand, that no 
time may be loſt, With the moſt anx- 
10us impatience ſhall I wait your anſwer; 
and never ſhall you repent the obligation 
conferred on your faithful 


DR VALVIiLLEs 


LIT. 


10 S r MTRNORN IA. 


LETTER. XEIS 


SEMPRONIA 
TO THE 


VISCOUNT DE VALVILLE. 


You have reduced me to ſuch diffi- 
culty I know not how to reſolve. To 
refuſe a requeſt made by your honoured 
mother, would be to put my opinton in 
competition with her's. She would not 
have confirmed your wiſhes, had not her 
judgment approved them; nor would you 
have urged a requeſt, I had given ſo ma- 
ny reaſons for declining, had not ſome 
very eſſential circumſtance called for it. 
On this conviction I immediately ſubmit, 
although you muſt be aware of the in- 
convenience to which your viſit will ex- 

poſe 
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poſe you. The Ducheſs is not made ac- 
quainted with my reaſons for the late de- 
termination. You will therefore be cau- 
tious. But one day cannot ſubject you to 
her enquiries. She 1s far from curious 
on any buſinels, nor ſeeks for confidence; 
that unleſs one is dispoled to offer it, ſhe 
will not. The motive of your journey, I 
am wholly at a loſs to conjecture; nor can 
I think that any ſubſcquent event can 
have proved ſatisfactory to either. To 
advert to the paſt, I wiſh not, as no good 
purpoſe could be anſwered by it; and 
many an unpleaſant one might be the 
conlequence. But your authority is fo 
well ſanctioned, that no evil can ariſe 
either to yourſelf or 


your conſtant 


SEMPRONIA, 


ar SEUMPRONIA, 


LETTER XXX. 


SEMPRONIA 


TO THE 


COUNTESS DE HARVILLE 


1 Will not attempt to expreſs my ſenſe 
of your noble and friendly propoſal, as 
no ſentiment I could convey would give 
you the faithful repreſentation of my 
mind at this inſtant, It is filled with re- 
fleftions which language would fail in 
tranſmitting, The Earl is entitled equally 
to my higheſt reſpect and thanks; and 1 
muſt entreat you to aſſure him of theſe 
with the ſame ardour with which they 
are felt, Could I, my honoured friend, 
Prevail with myſelf to adopt your argu- 
ments, I would do it without a moment's 
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heſitation; and if I hitherto have been 
guided by a wrong Judgment, would re- 
Joice to be indebted for a reformation to 
which you had contributed, Mavy are 
the motives which induce me to wiſh you 
had not given this laſt inſtance of your 
generous friendſhip, when J can neither 
avail myſelf of the delights it offers, nor 
yet decline the honour you would confer, 
but with a ſorrpw equally acute. I am 
aware that , are principles of deco- 
rum which may ſometimes be diſpenſed 
with when they would infringe upon 
others of higher importance, and that 
inferior conſiderations are not to be an 
object of attention when duty prevents 
their obſervance, But with me it has 
long been a maxim, in which I have found 
much reſource, that by relying on the 
integrity of our intentions, we cannot be 
expoſed to any great riſk, It may make 
one in ſome reſpects circumſpect and 
cautious; but if that diſpoſition does not 
attach 
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attach to trifles, upon the general run, it 
has been tound rather ſerviceable than 
otherwiſe, I do not mean to take any 
merit to myſelf for that, which was not 
left to my own diſcretion to make choice 


of. The mode of education, and habits 


ſo different from the uſual principles of 
life, conſpired to eſtabliſh notions pecu- 
liar, and poſſibly many unwarrantable , 
but ſome how or other we find it diffi- 
cult to renounce that to which we have 
ſo long been accuſtomed; and I moſt 
ſincerely think that I ſhould part with 
my follies with as much reluctance as 
with my friend, 


With attachments ſuch as theſe, how 
can I diflolve myſelf from my engage- 
ments? Indeed, my deareſt Madam, I 
have attempted it in vain; and to you I 
muſt frankly acknowledge that I was not 


a little ſurprized that a man of the Duke's 


good ſenſe, and knowledge of eſtabliſhed 
cuſtoms, 
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euſtoms, ſhould have been in the firſt in- 
ſtance ſo very precipitate z for many ſub- 
ſequent inconveniences have ariſen from 
that ſource, Had the mode of conduct 
been reverſed ; and the enquiry, which 
is now making, been the firſt ſtep taken, 
much pain and trouble might have been 
ſpared us all. The maitre d' hotel was 
about a week ſince diſpatched on this 
very buſineſs. The prieſt is to be re- 
queſted to return with the ſame the 
journey defrayed, and whatever loſs he 
may ſuſtain by abſence made up to him; 
but nothing more was added. The rea- 
ſon obvious, and molt highly proper : 
If the man has a conſcience fo very ten- 
der as not to bear the impreſſion of an 
application ſo gentle as will now be made, 
it would be cruel to attempt beyond it. 
The inſtant I am informed upon the buſi- 
neſs, you may depend upon hearing, 
May my wiſhes meet ſucceſs ; for in- 
deed, my deareſt friend, you know not 
what the laſt effort has coſt me. I may 

Vol. III. H attempt 
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attempt to appear at eaſe; but I cannot 
view the paſt without inquietude, nor the 
future without alarming apprehenſions. 
The calmneſs of the Ducheſs leaves me 
more at eaſe than I could wiſh, and the 
ſenſibility of the dear Marchioneſs with- 
holds us from all converſation. To tri- 
fles we have recourle tor words, but our 
thoughts dwell on the ſame melancholy 
proſpect. My charming friend by her mu- 
ſical powers diſſipates many a painful re- 
collection; but this relief is but momen- 
tary, and, when paſt, I think I feel in 
proportion for the ſuſpenſion it has pro- 
cured, This art, delightful as it is, is to 
melancholy much too favourable; and I 
court-it for its indulgence, which at the 
fame time 1 know to be wrong. At 
times, when I re4e& whom ſhe might have 
been, I almoſt reproach myſelf for having 
been the unfortunate object But 
have I the humility to regret? no, nor 
ever ſhall, if our union is the conſequence. 

Your 
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Your ambaſſador has acted very ho- 
nourably, and to his charge ſhall I con» 
ſign this letter. I cannot give him too 
much praiſe (if I may be allowed fo tran- 
quil an expreſſion) for the propriety of 
his conduct in the performance of your. 
commiſſion. He could not forget he 
had ſome intereſt in its ſucceſs, and that 
it was a friendly ſtate to which he-was | 
applying ; but as the meſſenger of peace | 
he attempted not to re-unite it by any | 
rigorous expedients, though he pleaded | 
your cauſe with the earneſtneſs it de- | 
manded. His duty was too well acquit- | 
ted ever to be forgotten; nor had I thought | 
he could have executed ſuch a truſt with 
| ſo much ſteadineſs, ſhould] have declined 
his firſt propoſal, My invitation of a 


. * " * 
* . 
be Ay 


ſecond day he inſtantly refuſed. But could 
Valville have done otherwiſe? Nature told 
me it was not poſlible, 


Adieu, my deareſt Madam; and be- 
niere that my reaſon for avoiding parti- 
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culars ariſes from a conviction of my 
weakneſs, This will inſure your forgive- 
neſs, and ſolicit the ſame from the Earl. 
The Count joined us yeſterday. Colonel 
Belmont is gone, and in tolerable ſpirits. 
Lady Julia with her own family. Permit 
me once more to aſſure you of my warm- 
eſt gratitude, 

— SEMPRONIA, 


LETTER XXXI. 


COUKXTESS DE HARVILLE. 


% 


10 
| SEMPRONIA 
I Thank you, my lovely Sempronia, for 


the confidence you have repoſed in me, 
and. approve your ſilence to my diſcon- 


folate ſon. So much has his mind al- 


ready 
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ready ſuffered under the various and un- 
fortunate oppoſition of circumſtances, 
that hope ſhould be no longer held out 
to him unleſs ſupported by a probability 
of ſucceſs. A ſtate of painful ivipence 
may for a time be endu ed, as long as it 


will admit moments of caſe; but when 


that conſola ron is Joſt, it is bu quit that 
a misfortune tho 1 be repre nted uch 
as it will be found, The mind 1s much 
better able to recover its fortitude atter 
one violent ftrogele, than when 1 has 
been d: bilttated by a long and continued 
oppreſſion, Many a tuture comfort may 
be adminiitered when the wortt is known, 
which will alleviate refl tion and ſooth 
calamity ; bur the contention between 
ardent expectation and mournful ſolici- 
tude leaves every faculty ſo enfeebled, 
that in many inſtances the general tone of 
thought has been entirely deſtroyed. 
Were the heart and diſpoſition rightly 
conſidered, many a ſorrow might be pre- 
vented , but we are as apt to refine upon 
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the diſtreſſes of human, life, as we do 
upon its amuſements, and aggravate real 
milery by ſome ingenious experiment for 
its relief. Many are diſpoſed to think 
their conſcience concerneq in the ſervices 
they offer; to aid in the diſcharge of 
duty poſſibly it may; but the private ſenſe 
of ſorrow is a truth ſhe cannot teach; 
and nature will do more by her own en- 
deavours than reaſon itſelf, Valville 
thinks ſtill that the obſtacles you have 
raiſed will by the ſame hand be removed. 
In this, 1 join my ardent prayers. I give 
you, my dear Sempronia, every merit for 
the motive of your conduct; but after 
the heroic deed (for it may juſtly be 
termed ſuch) 1] ſhall rely on the ſame 
magnanimity for future exploits. You 
have acted nobly, and reaſoned well; and 
as ſuch, no friend, tenacious of your cha- 
racter, would haveattempred an influence 
under impre fliuns ſuch as theſe. But 
when you ſhall be convinced that, the 
myltery you lo induſtriouſly have endea- 
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voured to explain is beyond your at- 
tempts, I ſhould have no doubt but you 
would in that caſe relinquiſh all thoughts 
of perſevering in the ſame object. You 
have given full proof of that honour you 
ſo juſtly value; and as your objections 
were founded upon a ſuppoſition that the 


alliance had been on ow part agreed to, 


in con ſequence of the Grandinne family, 
allow me to ſay, that | have not the ſmall- 
eſt doubt but that the Earl would be as 
happy in preſenting his only ſon to Sem- 
pronia Mardaunt as to the perlon he then 
addreſſed her by. I ſpeak as 1 think, 
without apologizing for any previous 
opinions. You are well convinced how 
truly this event will contribute to my 
happinels, and Valville's we will not call 
in queſtion, 1 do not think that the 
prieſt will communicate the ſecret. He 
cannot be a young man, from the period 
in which the event took place, conſe- 
quently worldly honours will have no 


influence, ſuppoſing he could compound 
„ with 
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with conſcience for the diſcovery, which 
in my opinion will be no longer meritori- 
ous when he ſhall know that the happi- 
neſs of ſo many depends upon it. It is 
then a duty which every chriſtian and 
moral duty enjoins. But we will wait 
patiently his arrival; and fhould our 
hopes be accompliſhed, ſhall we not, my 
deareſt child, be too proud to acknow- 
jedge the obligation you ſo long have re- 
fuſed ?—yes, We ſhall claim your pro- 
miſe as a debt; but ſuch a one as I truſt 
you will readily diſcharge to 


your faithful 


DE HARVILLE, 


LE T. 
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LETTER XxXxII. 


SPMPRONIA 
TO Tak 


COUNTESS DF HARVILLE 


I Have only five minutes to ſay the 


l I 8 

[7 Duke has jutt received a letter trom the 
4 maitre d'holel, which tells him that the 
1 prieſt is by ilineſs confined to his bed 


bat that the firſt moment he 1s able to 
take the journey, ſhall comply with his 
requeſt. Whether he means the journey 
or the diſcovery, we are at a loſs; but the 
Count, not ſatisfied with this anſwer, moſt 
kindly offered to go to Rheims, leſt any 
accident ſhould prevent Grammont's in- 
tentions; and the Marchioneſs and Lady 
Hortenſia return to St. Claire for a fort- 

night. 
AfﬀeQionately your's, my dear Madam, 
H 5 SEMPRONIA, 


154. SEMPRONIA, 


LETTER XXXIII. 


MARCHIONESS DE. GRAVELINE 
TO THE 


COUNT DE &REVILLE 


A S you impoſed your injunctions upon 
me to let you know how we performed 
our journey, before you ſet off, as a duty 
I comply; and ſhall diſpatch my letter 
by Danyne, whom I had ordered to G 
upon the affair you mentioned. Et la 
memoire vout autant que Pobeiſſance ; and 
I think by far a more pleaſant faculty, 
Conſidering the badneſs of the roads we 
eſcaped very well, A little derangement 
in my left arm, in conſequence of the 
carriage being overturned, was all the 
inconvenience which my aunt or your 
humble ſervant experienced. To tell you 
the truth, it is broke: was ſet had ſome 

| fever, 
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fever and loſt it all in the ſpace of four 
and twenty hours; but was never in bet⸗ 
ter health than I am at this inſtant, I 
certainly ſhould not have mentioned this 
coup de grace, had I not thought tnere 
was a Chance of your hearing it by ſome 
other means; as ſuch, I did not chuſe 
that ou ſhould impute my filence to 
cowardice, a much worle thing than a 
broken bone. As this may delay my re- 
turn for a ſhort time, I hope you will be 
doubly diligent, and perform your jour- 
ney as expediti..uſly as poſſible, If you 
think bur a moment of coming after me, 
I ſhall never forgive you. This is not 
the ſcaſon for knight errantry; and were 
you to purſue fo very romantic an idea, I 
poſitively would not give you admittance, 
Your preſent object is mine, and much 
pleaſed was I you fo readily undertook 
it, It was a generous and friendly action, 
and take not from the merit of it by rua- 
ning after a phantom. Valville's ſenſi- 
bility has been too much tried, and by 
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ſome means or other affairs muſt he ſets 
tled. I ſhall give Sempronia my full ſen- 
timents upon the ſubject; and though I 
admire an action which I fts one a little 
above the multitude, Id not know whe- 
ther upon the whole the level is not the 
ſafer path. I think her conduct highly 
laudable; every human being muſt agree 
in the { me. But if the Earl has no new, 
or revived objections, as he is much given 
to recollection, ſhe ought not. Lady 
Harville has repeatedly expreſſed her 
wiſhes under every different circumſtance, 
and having done that, what can my dear 
Sempronia apprehen.,? She is not wed- 
ded to the Earl; and as his daughter I 
do moſt ſincerely believe he would re- 
Joice to accept her, On the other fide, 
the family are much diſpoſed in her fa- 
vour; and as the Viſcounteſs de Valville, 
the young Ducheſs would prove a very 
comfortable aunt, She is too harmleſs 
to give offence; but ſhe does not de- 
ſerve that diſtinction. There is more in 


her 
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her © than meets the ear,” tho' it does 
not eſcape obſervation z and in Plato's Re- 
public ſhe would have been th- very 
woman whom he would have raiſed to 


hond ur, 
DE GRAVELINE, 


LETTER XXXIV. 


COUNT DE BREVILLE, 
TO THE 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 


My deareſt Honoria, you diſtreſs me 
to the ſoul, nor can I experience a mo- 
ment's eaſe till I ſee you, Ten thouſand 
thouſand fears have IT about me. I know 
your careleſs indifference to every thing 
which relates to yourſelf; that you will 
not keep as quiet as you ought. If you 


have the leaſt regard for me, convince me 


of 
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of it by that care and attention you ſo 
immediateiy require. I conjure you to 
liſten ro me. How could you, my dear- 
eſt life, meet with ſuch an accident? 
The moment | had caſt my eyes uon 
that paſſage of your letter, I haſtened to 
find Danyre. He aſſured me you were 
as well as could be hoped for ; and that 
the ſurgeon repeatedly told him you had 
no fever; that it was a compound frac- 
ture, but the arm in a very favourable 
ſtate. I made him repeat this ſeveral 
times, apprehenſive (as indeed | was) hat 
he meant to flatter my hopes. But he 
was ſo exact in his account, that I truſt 
he did not attempt to deceive me, He 
added that you were in good ſpirits, and 
ſitting upon your ſopha in the dreſſing- 
room. This laſt circumſtance gave me 
ſome conſolation : and as you ſo ſtrictly 
forbid my coming, I think this prohibi- 
tion muſt be founded upon a certainty 
that you are as well as with ſuch an acci- 
dent is poſſible. But unleſs I have a line 
every 
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every day, 1 ſhall be wretched ; and that 
mult be written by your own hand; or I 
ſhall be perſuaded you are worle, and ſet 
off inſtantly, Ler me once more implore 
you, my angel, my darling Honoria, to 


comply, with my earneſt requeſt; that 


you will conſider your recovery, as the 
whole and fole object of your thoughts, 
In doing this you will convince me of 
your affection, and confer a favour that 
cannot be too highly prized by, your de- 


voted ; 
DE BREVILLE. 


LETTER XXXV. 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 
TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE 


We AT a ſpiritleſs, dejected hero! 
bcwailing the infirmities of his wife, while 
engaged in the ſervice of the moſt en- 
chanting 
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chanting woman in the univerſe. To tell 
you the truth, I had a far better opinion 
of your gallantry. Any other man on 
earth would have taken conſolation from 
ſo happy an event. But you never act 
lik - any one elſe. You have a ſet of 
feclings, which, like the tunes of a hand 
organ, are let a going by any indifferent 
object which happens to ſtrike them. 
Did not I tell you I was never better in 
health; and as to care and aitention, 
| Wherever ſelf is concerned, you may be 
perfectly at reſt. A regular journal you 
are not to expect. If you exceed the 
time you thought there was a probability 
of your ſtay, you ſhall receive a weekly 
review. And even chat will be an un- 
neceſſary trouble to both : for at this ve- 
ry moment am I fully able to tell you 
what my health will be a month hence. 
J have no pain, nor inconvenience of any 
kind; am in good ſpirits; and my looks, 
(tho' you ſeem not to care about them,) 
as handſome as ever. Tou have obliged 
my 
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me more by your compliance, than I can 
well expreſs : for the confuſion and buſtle 
into which people are ſo diſpoſed to put 
themſelves, in order to prove their con- 
cern, or ſome other ſenſation equally as 
unprofitable, provoke me beyond bear- 
ing; and is no more a demonſtration of 
tenderneſs, than of a mathematical prob- 
lem; ſo that whenever it (hall be your 
unhappy fate to live under the ſame roof 
with me, you know what you are to ex- 
pet. Tears, are drops too precious to 
be given but in cales of extremity; and 
as to grief, | have no notion of its being 
ſerviceable on any occaſion; beſides I 
have really no turn for it, I will cheriſh 
and reſpect you as much as I can; but 
ſhall be very cautious of diſplaying thoſe 
fanciful ideas. At times, you will find 
me reſerved, as every prudent woman 
ought to be, and as nature has made me 
a coquet, the ſame talent will attach to 

all my matrimonial virtues. 
I ſhall expect you to take, de tems en 
len, 
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tems, an expedition to the mountains: 
a ſituation favourable to moral contem- 

plation. Tho' your abſence need not be 80 
of any great duration, leſt the purity you | 
imbibe in fo elevated a region, ſhould un- 
fic you for the contentions of domeſtic 
life. Theſe are a few preliminarics to be 
underſtood for the good of both. Indeed 
| I think it might be wile to extend our 
views a little farther. I ſhould wiſh to 

| know your ſyſtem of jealouly. Mine is 
comprized in one ſhort ſentence, viz. 
4 that true love is too confident for ſuſpi- 
cion, too coutagious for fear, has too 
| much pride for ſelf. diſeſteem, and dignity 
for reſentment. My affections will there- 
fore be examined by the preceding queſ- 
tions. The word, tenactous, 1 will give 

you to diſtort as you pleaſe z but the for- 

mer, you. will take the trouble of reducing 
to a regular form. This will follow you: 
and being in. no haſte for your anſwer, 
you may delay it till your preſent buſineſs 1 
| is ſettled, So adieu. 3 
| | DE GRAVELINE»s ? 


= 
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LETTER XXXVI. 


COUNT DE BREVILLE. 
TO THE 


DUKE DE GRANDINNE., 


Rheims, 


1 Arrived yeſterday at this place; and 
wiſh to my ſoul I could give your Grace 
more happy information. Grammont 
was on his death bed when I approached 
him; but his faculties yet perfect. I re- 
lated, as briefly as I could, the motives 
which urged you to this requelt, The 
poor fellow affirmed moit ſolemnly that 
he knew not for a certainty the name of 
the perſon whom he had united with Lady 
Auguſta Pierre; but that he was noble 
by birth and anceſtry, He laid he had 
under a ſacred vow bound himſelf to ſe- 
creſy, and thereby deprived your family 
of that juſtice to which it was entitled; 

707 | but 
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from the cell; and went to the perions 
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but that he would conſult inſtantly with 
the fathers of the moſt eminent and ap- 
proved piety, and abide by the authority 
they ſhould allow, He acknowledged 
that he had his conjectures; and at the 
ſolemnization of their nuptials ſuggeſted 
the ſame. That his ſuſpicion excited 
ſome apprehenſions of a diſcovery, which 
induced the partics to make him take the 
unfortunate oath. I implored him, with 
much earneltne's, to communicate his 
ſuſpicions, as his vow could not have ex- 
tended to a matter of fuch uncertainty. 
That is what I allude to, ſaid he. The 
poverty of my condition made this pro- 
miſe an object of my future ſupport. An 


annual ſtipend was the price at which it 


was purchaled ; and eightren years of 
my life have been held together by that 
liberal deed. The conſultation of the 
Fathers I warmly urged. To this he 
conſented ; but requeſted a paper and 
pencil might be left with him. I haſtened 


hg 


Seat 5. 


2 2 
% an 
1 
% 
4 
* 
5 
N 


7 
es 
5 

* 

# 
EY 
** 
TY 
- +. 
I 
4 
* 
5 


. * 
W + at i Bog 
Toy” A 5 ty 


+ 


ra n * 
4* e 
2 


SEMPRONIA. 105 


he had named. They promiſed imme- 
diate attendance; and I returned; but 
found him, on my entrance, in the laſt 
agonics. He twice attempted to ſpeak ; 
but his efforts failed, and with one groan 
he expired, All my hopes fled with the 
ſame breath; and I was quitting the 
ghaſtly ſpectacle, when turning my eyes 
once more towards it, the requeſt of the 
paper inſtantly recurred, aud I ſearched 


for it. It was graſped in his hand, which 


1 with ſome difficulty opened; and tak- 
ing it out, read theſe words My Lord, 
An eager enquiry having juſt been made 
by the Duke de Grandinne's family, con- 
cerning your marriage with Lady Au- 
guſta Pierre, having heard ſince that your 
Lordſhip was the real perſon I then ſuſ- 
pected, may I be abſolved from the raſh 
vow, by the motives which ” Here 
I ſuppoſe his powers to have been ex- 
hauſted. I ſend the encloſed without de- 
lay, and ſhall be with you as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible, Till then adieu. 


DE BREVILLE' 
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LEI BA ANAVIE. 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINI 
T 0 


SEMPRONIA, 


Look around you, my dear Sempro- 
nia, and ſee what has contributed to raiſe 


and ſupport your mind, You are ſenſi- 


ble what a ſeries of pain and diſquietude 
your misfortunes have already made you 
ſuffer; and as the time is now come, 
when you may be reſtored to peace, with- 
hold it no longer, Nature, reaſon, and 
virtue, demand from your inſtant com- 
pliance, what you can no longer refuſe 


without a crime. Deal ſincerely with 


yourſelf; regard each circumſtance, which 
has hitherto proved friendly, and which 
have at laſt concurred to recompence you 
with that happineſs, which Providence 
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has now ſo mercifully held out. 


167 


Even 


from the ſhackles of death, was this poor 
wreich for a while releaſed, till he ſhould 
have revealed that myſtery, which had 
been involved too long in the darknels of 
impicty. Deccive not your heart, my 
friend; let ſimple truth, not enthuſiaſin, 
be the maxims of your life; for the lat- 
ter will ſecluce you beyond the power of 
redemption. The bountics of Provi- 
dence are not ſuperfluous; but by de- 
voting each to the purpole deſigned, the 


allotrnent will prove ſufficient. 


I am ra- 


ther unwel that you mult excuſe me 
from ſay ing more. This little will con- 
vince you how truly 1 have your felicity 
at heart. Your anlwcr, my dear, I ſhall 
expect as ſoon as poſſible. Mention not 
to Breville my indiſpoſition. I ſhall ſoon 
be better. It is a fever, brought on by 
an accident I met with on my return. 
But the arm is in a fair way. My mind 
has been a little hurried of late, or 1 
ſhould have informed you of that circum- 


ſtance 
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written. The phy ſician has juſt left me, 
and commands me to remain quiet. Be 
not unealy, for I ſhall do very well. 


LETTER xxxvIII, 


SEMPRONIA 
TO THE 
MARCHIONESS DE GRAVE LINE 


BaREIx have I power to take up 
my pen! Why not have ſent inſtantly 
for me? The Count was wiffeme when 
your letter arrived; and as I=— When 
I came to myſelf, he held it in his hands, 
and ordered his horſes to be got ready 
that inſtant; nor would he ſtay till the 
Duke's could be harnaſſed for me. In a 
few hours he will give you this, and 1, 
| within an hour after, ſhall be with you, 
ele ere have not time to ſay more. 


ſtance as a matter of courſe, when I had 
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LETTER XXXIX. 


SEMPRONIA 
TO THE 


DUKE DE GRANDINNE, 


| HANK God with me, my dear Sir, 


that my angelic friend is paſt all danger. 


She had concealed the principal cauſe of 
her illneſs, and from that her fever had 
ariſen. The laſt four days ſhe has been 
able to (it up; and we have the ſtrongeſt 
confirmation of her recovery. 1 need 
not tell you, who fo fully know the me- 


\ Fits of this charming woman, how much 


the Count has ſuffered on the occaſion. 
When he arrived, her fever was.at the 
height; and for ſome moments ſhe did 
not recollect him, But we will not ad- 
vert tothe paſt, It has been too much 
for a mind ſo much attached as his. 

Vor. III. I 1 am 
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] am now by her bed ſide; and from 
the inſtant of my arrival the has permitted 
the poor ſervices I could render her; ant 
painful as this office has been to me, who 
ſo tenderly love her, ablence would have 
been infinitely more ſo. By your leave, 
my dear Sir, we will be ſilent upon every 
thing which relates to ouclelves, till my 
friend is recovered for under my preſent 
ſtate of mind, tho' I am convinced there 
is nothing to fear, it is not poſſible I 
ſhould turn my thoughts to any ſubject, 
but what is immediately connected with 
her. | 

Your liberal and unbounded kindneſs 
to me, I feel with the moſt grateful af- 
fection; and to render mylelf worthy the 
diſtinctions you have conferred, ſhall be 
the future buſineſs of my life. Believe 
me, that I had never greater temptations 
to reſiſt, than ſince I had the happineſs of 
| knowing you. The honours you beſtowed, 
were not the objects with which I had to 
_ - Nrvggle; but your friendſhip, and (dare 

Ki R 


* y Sn 2 id * 4 


ION ADE; $i be,” 


„ ; 
FOE OW iu MES GAA. fb ito fr erties 


» 

* 
% 
24 

7 


MR LOR P 


* n 91 


LES MPRONITA. 171 


IL ſay) the endearing benevolence of your 
character, was I upon the brink of loſing, 
for ever. But nothing now can give me 
alarm, for conſcience is at reſt, Had it 
been my fate to have been deprived of 
thoſe delights, to which I ſo lately had 
been reſtored, and to have known you, but 
to have regretted your loſs, how ſhould 
I have ſurvived the reflection? May 1 


requeſt you will aſſure the ladies of my 


moſt reſpectful attention, and yourſelf of 
the ardent affection of your 
SEMPRONIA, 


LETTER XL. 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 
TO THE 


COUNTESS DE HARVILLE 


Tag marriage is confirmed by the 
incloſed, which has not been an hour ar- 
12 rived. 


4.32 #$XMPRONIA; 


rived. Sempronia is now with me. Athow- 
ſand thanks for your enquiries and good 
wiſhes. To the latter, 1 tell Breville, do 
1 in part owe my recovery: for my mind 
has been much more affected, than my 
accident attended by any ſerious appre- 
henſions. Had this buſineſs proved un- 
Jucceſsful, I really know not how Iſhould 
have ſurmounted it. Valville is nearly 
as dear to me as Sempronia; and not two 
minutes, ſince my return, has he been ab- 
ſent from my thoughts, His happineſs 
is ſincerely connected with my own; and 
had my dear girl been able to have aſſur- 


ed kim of this, ſhe would have done it 


with pleaſure. But her tender heart has 
undergone a ſad conflict for ſome time 
paſt z and her anxious fulicirude for my 
recovery, added to other cauſes, have 
been too much for her ſtrength. I wiſhed 


her not to have known what had hap- 


pened, till I had related it to her at Ven- 
dome; but my return thither will not 
take place for ſome time. I have this in- 
| | ſlant 


Yo 
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ſtant received the moſt police and friendly 
letter from the Duke, which I ſhall in- 
cloſe, with my anſwer, You may be aſ- 
ſured, my dear Lady. Harville, that in 
| ö the very firſt inſtance, I ſhould have beg- 
; _ ged my amiable Valville to have joined 
4 us; but as he had not been apprized of 
A; the particular enquiry, I thought it more 
9 prudent, to deprive ourſelves of this plea- 
ſure for a few days, that it might be ex- 
tended to the moſt diltant period. You 
will therefore let me know your joint de- 
ciſion, and the Duke will ac according- 
ly. For Valville mult not be expoſed to 

any farther diſappointment. To ſpeak to 

you molt unreſervedly, I have my ſuſpi- 
cions as well as the prieſt, tho* not bound 

by the ſame chains. Still they are too 

faſt to be looſened at preſent, as you will 
remember I am not quite in ſtatu quo, 

% that by your leave we will ſuſpend the 
undertaking to ſome future day, This 
entre nous, Believe me ſincerely your's, 
| DE GRAVELINEs«. 
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LETTER XLII. 


DUKE DE GRANDINNE 
TO THE 
MARCHIONKE9S DE CRAVELINE 


Tur information which the Count 
has given you, the reſult of his moſt 
friendly journey, being the laſt words of 
a dying man, when at that moment he 
could have had no intereſt to deceive, has 
confirmed my conjectures as to a certain 
conſeguence in the rank of that perſon whom 
Lady Auguſta Pierre had diſtinguiſhed 
by her choice. As this was the doubt 
which remained with me, I felt ſome re- 
luctance in accepting the propofals which 
Lord Harville had done me the honour 
of making in favour of my niece. That 


obſtacle being on my part wholly re- 
moved, 


EMH RON IA. 175 


moved, tho' the name and perſon we 
have ſtill to learn, I conſider it as a pro- 
priety your Ladyſhip is on every account 
entitled to from me, to aſſure you of my 
ſentiments on this important ſubject. The 
ties which unite me with Sempronia, are 
thoſe of blood. But benevolence has a 
prior claim. As fuch, I ſhall be directed 
£ entirely by thoſe meaſures, which you 
ſhall approve. If you think my nicce. 
# worthy the heart of the Viſcount de Val- 
& ville, from you, and you only, ſhall he 
receive her: and I flatter myſelf that the 
gift you thereby will conter, will be ac- 


$ knowledged to that juſtice which diſtin- 
agaiuiſhes every action of your life. But if 
1 theſe nuptials cannot be ſanctioned by 
your approbation, they never will be en- 
titled to that of Madam, 
our moſt faithful friend, 
GRANDINNES 
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LETTER AXLI.. 


MARXCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 
TO THE 


BUKE DE GRANDINNE 


Frarrt ERED as I am by the ſincere 
intereſt which your Grace ſuppoſes me to 
take in the welfare of your amiable niece, 
could I delay for a moment my warmeſt 
congratulations on this bleſſed event, I 
ſhould forfeit eyery claim to that friend- 
ſhip ſhe has conferred upon me. Yes, 
my Lord, her virtues are worthy heaven, 
Could an angel deſcend from the celeſtial 
choir, and enrobe himſelf with mortality, 
Sempronia would be deſerving his choice. 
The Viſcount de Valville I hold next in 
rank, If a ſeraphim diſguiſe he has man- 
tled this form, by a very faſcinating gar- 
ment, But as it is not the privilege of a 

being 
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being ſo i»ferior as myſelf, to diſtinguiſh: 
ſpiritual from corporeal ſubſtance, I can' 
only ſay, that ſhould he prove bur the 
latter, he may be juſtly entitled to that 
gift your Grace has to beſtow, 

Your politeneſs I acknowledge with 
the reſpe& it ſo highly demands; and am 
roo much honoured by having it in my 
power to declme the permiſſion it has 
granted. While the amiable Sempronia 
allowed us the enjoyment of her ſociety, 
we endeavoured to convince her of our 
obligation, by the few ſervices we then 
had it in our power to render her; and to 
have the pleaſure of now offering the ſame 
teſtimony of gratitude to a niece of your 
Grace, will ever be remembered with 
thankfulneſs. I ho? at prefent an inva- 
lid, I join my aunt in ſoliciting the favor 
of a viſit, whenever you are diſengaged. 
If the Ducheſs and Lady Fidelia will ac- 
company you, I truſt I need not ſay how 
happy they would make us. The bad- 
nels of the roads prevented me from ex- 


1 5 pieſſiig 
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preſſing my wiſhes ſooner, Whenever 
your Grace ſhall communicate particulars 
to the Earl's family, and will oblige me 
with information, we ſhall depend upon 
their giving yours the meeting, with Al- 


phonſo and La Roche, 
| DE ORAVELINEs 


LETTER XLII. 


SEMPRONIA 
TO THE 
VISCOUNT DE VALYILLE | 


Is; S there a perſon in the world, but my 
dear Marchioneſs, whoſe felicity, repoſe, 
and honour, are now fo dear to me as my 
Valville's ? All former miſery is forgot» 
ten. 11ive—And am your's for ever! 
The vell of darknefs is removed, and one 
thin cloud ſhall involve us no longer. 


The letter you yeſterday received, has 
explained 
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explained the doubt. As far as nature 
was allowed to penetrate, no efforts have 
been left untried. Sanctioned as I am 
now by every ſacred tie, to embrace that 
bleſſing heaven has conferred, with the 
warmelt emotions of tendernefs and gra- 
titude, 1 confirm thoſe vows of fidelity, 
which ſhall never be revoked. My lips, 
my pen, pronounce that holy engage- 
ment, that indifloluble union, which will 
rivet us for ever. This was a declaration 
I could no longer withhold. Juſtice de- 
manded it from me; and that hearr, 
which you have rendered worthy accept- 
ance, acquired confidence for the acknow- 
ledgment. Satisfied with the integrity 


which inſpired it, conſcience was wholly 


at reſt, I have examined every ſentiment 
I poſſeſs. I have traced them to their firſt 
ſozrce; and a favourable inltin& whiſ- 
pered to me that comfort, which I ſhall 
ſooth with a watchful care; nor can the 
impreſſion it has given be ever weakened, 
xhile honour and truth ſhall unite to rule 

ang 
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and govern my conduct. Affection, my 
friend, might have miſled me, but paſſion 
never could. My ſecurity was on the 
latter. Incapable, as I thought of decep- 
tion, I was every moment deceiving my- 
ſelf ; and had not honour ſtepped in to 
my aid, I had conſented to be yours upon 


the firſt propoſal your father had made. 


But that which reconciled me to former 
misfortunes, in the laſt ſtruggle revived 
to ſupport me, Ir united duty with ten- 
derneſs, and affection with principle. It 
taught me, that to render myſelf worthy 
of becoming your's I muſt renounce all 


former hopes, unleſs they were confirmed 


by the rules this virtue preſented. A 
ſanctioned union, was all that was de- 
manded from me. But to have profaned 
your name, your rank, and what was of 
ſtill higher importance, to have embitter- 
ed the peace of a father ſo deſervedly dear 
to you, Was a crime for which no repen- 
tance could have atoned. That my fa- 
ther is noble, is a reflection 1 ſhall turn 
p30 tO 
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to with little pleaſure. By his conduct 
he has not claimed the diſtinction; and 
whatever importance his rank min ght con- 
fer is withheld from me. To be proved 
the deſcendant of a legal marriage was all 
the information which on my own ac- 
count I could be anxious to procure 
though the honour of an alliance with 
your family was a motive ſufficient to 
have warranted ambition. But ſtill, my 
friend, after all that I have alledged, 
ſhould the Earl ſee a reaſon for the 
alteration of his ſentiments, He is bound 
by no tie to countenance meaſures which 
his judgment (hal), upon mature reflec- 
tion, diſapprove. I ſhall in that caſe ne- 


ver bluſh, my Valville, for the inclina- 


tions I had entercained for the merits of 


his fon, but feel it as my higheſt pride to 


have been ſuſceptible of ſo laudable an 
impreſſion, I heve not written to you 
with the cheerfulneſs the ſubjc& claimed 

but the illneſs of my friend has left upon 
me a weight I cannot throw off. The 
* | Duke 


/ 
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Duke is invited to St. Claire; his anſwer. 
daily expected, which will be notified in- 
ſtantly to your family, This is the cauſe. 
of delays. Forms you know cannot be. 
wholly diſpenſed with, though the heart 
takes no intereſt in their obſervance. 
Remember me moſt affectionately to your 
amiable mother; and aflure yourſelf that 
I do not quietly ſubmit to abſence at a 
time hike tliis. 

SEMFRONIA, 


LETTER XLIVY. 


VISCOUNT DE VALVILLS 
10 


SEMPRONIA, 


G EN E ROUS,., noble Sempronia, ten 
thouſand thouſand ardent thanks receive 


from your affectionate and grateful Val- 
ville 
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ville. Can I now reproach my heart 
with having indulged preſumptuous hope, 
which is recompenſed by the moſt valua- 
ble bleſſing which heaven had to beſtow. 
My faichful, my fondeſt Sempronia ! has 
ſhe deigned to confer that gift as the vo- 
luntary tribute of a ſincere and exalted 
union? Scarcely could I believe the 
words which your pen had ſo firmly ex- 
preſſed, Enraptured, divine epiſtle ! 
The tranſcript of truth, virtue, and paſ- 
fion ! Bluth at the acknowledgement! 
No, my Sempronia, the breath which in- 
fuſed ſentiments like theſe, was animated 
by a pure and holy tranſport. It was an 


inſpiration of heaven itſelf. Rectitude 


and honour leave nothing for conſcience 
to recall, True love is the offspring of 
both, nor can it exiſt unleſs ſtrengthened 
by his binding us there. Can. you for 
one moment doubt of that grateful plea 
ſure which my father muſt feel for a trea- 
ſure ſuch as this? Had he not confirmed 
his anxious tender ſolicitude for the feli- 
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city of his ſon by the impatience with whiclr 


his propoſals were made? and by delibe- 
rate judgment were they formed, He 


is too circumſpect in the ations of his 
Hfe, to expoſe himiclf to ſubſequent re- 


proach, Wiſdom has long been his 
guide; and as it ſeldom uſes indiſcrimi- 
nate precaution, few have been the mea- 
ſures it has had cauſe to repent. He 
can have no one idea to ſubſtitute in the 
room of that he has cheriſhed' with ſo 
much delight. Permit me then, my 
fondeſt life, to communicate the ſubject 
of your enchanting letter, Let me not 
deprive your father—yes ' yours—lſacred 
thought !—of participating in that feli- 
city which tranſports his enraptured ſon. 
The agitation of my ſoul mult betray me. 
1 am too bleſſed to be able to appear in 
his preſence with any poſſible compoſure. 
Indeed I cannot withhold from him the 
pleaſure he has a right to enjoy. My 


happy mother has now that letter in her 


hand, but wait I cannot till ſhe has pe- 
5 ruſed 
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ruſed its precious tranſcripts. Her eye 
now ſparkles with delight, but the tear 
of joy is yet ſtarting from the Oh 
my Sempronia! was ever felicity like 
mine? What cruel. forms can be neceſ- 
ary? No, 1 ſhall fly to you on the 
wings of love. An hour longer I could 
not ſupport this dreadful-delay. From 
your lips will I receive--the permiſſion L 
aſk, The Duke is prepared, and my 
preſence alone is wanting to confirm the 


laſt, yes the laſt vow. 
DE VALVILLE» 


LETTER XLV. 
tw ui n 790 36 P82 74 
| MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE: | 
1 ell t To TRR 42} 


COUNTESS DE HARVILLE 

I HE Duke arrived late laſt night; 

— * $31 S 141 1 8 TY) - & 
and by ſome converfation with me in re- 
gard 
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gard to this ſtill myſterious affair, has 


given me reaſon to think his ſuſpicions 
corroborate with my own ; but they refer 
to a perſon whole connections are fo 
united with us all, that how to ſignify a 
hint, however remote, am I wholly at a 
"loſs. A thought of this kind has never, 
I am. perſuaded, ſuggeſted itſelf to the 
party I allude, for his diſpoſition is much 
too open and generous to have concealed 
it. My. Lord Pertre my conjectures have 
pointed to, as the only one living who 
can explain our doubts. By comparing 
ſome paſſages in the narratives ot the 
different witneſſes, they corroborate in 
part, others again (ontradict. The re- 
tirement of Lord Portre did not take 
place till ſome years ſubſequent to Sem- 
pronia's birth, and at the time in which 
that event happened, (and I ſhould ima- 
gine years before) he was in the Eaſt. 
A ſtrong intimacy had ſubſiſted between 
the preſent Duke's father and himſelf ; 
and to * ace of temper, and per- 
| verleneſe 
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verſeneſs of diſpoſition in the latter, the 

miſunderſtanding was imputed which oc- 
caſioned their ſeparation, Female at- 
tachments I never heard reckoned! as a 
foible in his character; on the contrary, 
a peculiar infelicity of manners detached 
him from the ſex. Lady Portre he eſ- 
pouſed from intereſt, his affairs being at 
that time (as I frequently have heard 
my father ſay) ſo much deranged that he 
charged himielf with the incumbrance of 
a wife to relieve him from that of his 
debts. Lady Portre lived but a ſhort 
time, and had too many reaſons not to 
have acknowledged this truth. Her 
portion was conſiderable; and in caſe of 
children and ſurvivorſhip, at the age of 
twenty one (if the eldeſt a male) the lame 
was to devolve to him. His treatment 
of his only ſon was as extraordinary as 
every other action of his lite. At the pe- 
riod I mentioned, he could no longer 
withhold: from him his maternal inheri- 
tance; but the very unhandſome manner 
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in which he conferred it made Breville for 
ſome time in doubt whether the poſſeſ- 
ſion was not ſtill an advantage to himſelf. 
But the agent (who was well convinced 
of Lord Portre's turn of mind, and know - 
ing his income at that time to be very 
amplc, from retrenchments he had made- 
in his mode of living) prevailed upon: 
Breville to accept it; for from the patri- 
monial. eſtate this worthy ſon has never. 
yet had one ſingle livre. Extravagance 
in the former part of his life, and parſi-- 
mony, which immediately. followed, 
equally conſpired to kcep him below. ge- 
neroſity or even juſtice. The above L 
relate to you, my friend, as a private hiſ- 
tory; for I can aſſure you I never once 
heard Breville allude to the ſubje&t. He 
reſpects the very name of father roo ten- 
. derly to ſuffer himſelf to enter upon any 
circumſtance. which ſhould: diſgrace it; 
and as it is impoſſible he ſhould honour: 
his, is wiſely. ſilent upon every thing which 
can relate to him. If IL am right in my 
ſuſpicions, 
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fuſpicions, we are as far off hope as ever. 
The ſturdy inflexibility of this recluſe 
will never be ſoftened. Breville could 
have no chance by entreaty, and to no 
other method would he apply. His 
health is much impaired, and from ad- 
vanced age cannot live long. This is 
the real repreſentation of his character 
and preſent ſtate; and you may ſuppole, 
my dear Lady Harville, after the great 
freedom with which the whole affair rela» 
tive to Sempronia has been treated, upon 
bas ecometture to communicatefuth an idea 
to Breville would hardly be fair. It would 
diſtreſs him, and anſwer no one purpoſe to 
ourſelves. The Duke mentioned not any 
name; but by alluſion, in the courſe of 
his remarks, 1 drew the inference I fo 
haſtily have imparted. But I am con- 
vinced that it will be buried in your own 
breaſt. To the point in queſtion. The 
Duke is very anxious to ſee Lord Har- 
ville; and as our gueſt requeſted me to 
acquaint you, the Earl, and Valville, that 


he 
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he was at St, Claire, you, my friend, will 
not fail to join us on the occaſion, The 
roads are now in good repair, the days 
of travelling lengthened, and weather 
favourable as we could deſire; that no 
denial can I take. As the former part 
of this letter contains ſecret intelligence, 
I ſhall ſend a few lines to Valville, fo 
adieu. No denial remember. 

DE GRAVELINE, 


A pay "Py doo £000 _ a. S 8 
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LETTER XLVI. 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 
TO THE 
VISCOUNT DE VALVILLE 


Your viſit, my friend, I now claim 
as a juſt demand; which, as an impatient 
creditor, I expect you will diſcharge 
without delay, Signify the arrival of 
| the 


r 


stur NON. ig 


the Duke to Lord and Lady Harville, 
with the joint requeſt of all this family 
that they will make Sc. Claire their pre- 
ſent reſiſence. No impediment of roads 
can now deprive us of this pleaſure, If 
that, and my entreaties cannot prevail, I 
mult found my hopes on yours. And as 
your travelling equipage requires no 
great preparation, mount your cheval, 
and be the bearer of their promiſe, You 
cannot be employed in a becter caule, 
ſo adicu, 


DE GRAVELINE, 


LETTER XLVIL. 


COUNTESS DE HARVILLEs 
TO THE | 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 


I Have time but to ſay, that with real 
| pleaſure 
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pleaſure ſhall we accept your invitation: 
Valville is too much in haſte to enable 
me to enter into the particulars of your 
letter, which you may depend upon be- 
ing kept ſafe in the place you have re- 
poſed it. Not unlikely indeed, my friend, 
that this very eccentric man may have 
been the cauſe of all my dear girl's mis- 
fortunes, Your idea is not new to me; 
frequently has my mind recurred to it; 
but the difficulties which it preſents, are, 
if poſſible, more to be dreaded than any 


other we could encounter, Yet, ſo far, 


we have ſucceeded beyond our moſt ſan- 
guine expectations, and ſomething may 
turn out to enable us to engage with the 
preſent, Breville's feelings would with- 
hold my attempts, and allo my wiſhes, 
was there a probability of their receiving 
a moment's pain. His conduct through 
the whole of this unfortunate affair, has 
been ſo meritorious, and has bound Sem- 
pronia, as well as ourſelves, by ſo many 

ties of gratitude, that was I, reduced 
4691-7 to 
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to the ſad alternative of hurting him, or 
loſing my dear child, I ſincerely aſſure 
you that 1 ſhould be at a loſs to decide. 
But I cannot ſee the neceſſity of further 
enquiry; and I hope the Earl will be of 
the ſame opinion. I have not heard him 
fignify a word which could give me rea- 
ſon to think otherwiſe, 

Your recovery gives me, my dear, more 
happineſs than I can expreſs. But in my 
heart I am ſtill angry with you for-yout 
impudent ſecreſy. What. a valuable 
life did you riſk from that calm indif- 
ference you ever feel towards yourſelf; 
nor ſhall I give that credit on this occa- 
fion to your good ſenſe, &c. &c. which 
endear you to me fo affectionately, Had 
we loſt you, what recompence could you 
have made us? Your reſidence in hea- 
ven would have been no atonement for 
your abſence from us. 1 conjure you, 
my charming Honoria, to turn your 
thoughts a little more to an object of 
tuch importance to your friends; and 

l. K confide 
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confide on this truth, that no one is more 
truly ſo than your faithful 


DE HARVILLE, 
enen 
LETTER XLVIII. 


FROM THE SAME. 


M Y dear friend, the unexpected ar- 


rival of my ſiſter and niece obliges me, 
for the preſent, to poſtpone my viſit to 
St. Claire. I need not tell you how truly 
mortificd I feel in being deprived: of 
ſeeing you- at this time. My beloved 
gueſts can barely compenſate for' the 
pleaſure I have loſt, Had I but hinted 
to them of my prior engagement, though 
they have travelled from Aix to this place, 
] am' perſuaded they would not have 
admitted of my excuſe to you. I was 
therefore ſilent upon the ſubject, and ſhall 
, | 4 1 be 
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be very anxious (indeed impatiently ſo) 
till I know this very important bulineſs 
nas been ſettled, Fail not, my friend, 
in giving me the earlieſt information; for 
I am not one of thoſe viſionary beings 
whoſe happineſs is confined to expecta- 
tion. I enjoy that which I really obtain 
far above the hope which 1t had raiſed, 
Imaginary property had never charms 
ſufficient to give me a moment's gratifi- 
cation. As I ſee no obſtacle to ſucceſs, 
I am prepared for felicity. - Aſſure my 
dear child of this, and of the moſt tender 
znd affectionate regard of your faithful 


DE HARVILLE, 


K 2 
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LETTER XLIX. 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 
TO THE 


COUNTESS DE HARVILLE. 


Trixk not that I have been inatten- 
tive, my friend, in executing your confi- 
dential commiſſion ; but theſe laſt three 
days have been employed fo little to my 
ſatisfaction, that had I attempted to have 
given you my decided ſentiments of the 
effect produced, muſt have been wholly 
at a loſs, To ſay the two principal per- 
ſonages are not united in opinion would 
be doing to each an injuſtice; but yet 
they do not entirely concur. The Duke 
is reſtrained by certain feelings he can- 
not prevail upon himſelf to do away. 
The idea which has ſuggeſted further 
hopes of confirmation, he purſues with 

an 
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an ardour it cannot deſerve; but I moſt 
fincerely think that it is influenced more 
by the reſpect he bears to your family 
than from any perſonal ſatisfaction which 
he would experience from the fact. 
The Earl has ated moſt liberally thro? 
the whole of this affair; and when he per- 
ceived ſome doubrs to have taken place 
as to the propriety of accepting his pro- 
polals, folicited his Grace to an explana- 
tion. Our friend wis very unwilling to 
enter upon the ſubject, from reaſens you 
may readily conceive; but gave the 
Earl the warmeſt aſſurances of the plea- 
ſure which an alliance with his family 
would contribute, and to the merits of 
my amiable Valville did every juſtice ; 
but obſerved there were reaſons which 
ſtill prevailed over that inclination which 
fo warmly prompted him to aecept the 
honour his Lordſhip had propoſed. To 
this filent objection the Earl expreſſed 
himſelf much aſtoniſhed, and aſked if it 
remained with him to remove it? that as 

K3 this 
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this interview was, on his part, meant to 
negotiate every tranſaction preparatory 
to the nuptials, he was not only diſap- 
pointed, but much concerned to hear 
there were any obſtacles to its comple- 
tion. The earneſt manner in which he 
ſeveral times repeated this, dillreſſed the 
Duke; that apprehenſive his conduct 
might appear myſterious, and thereby 
give an unfavourable impreſſion, (which 
he was very deſirous to avoid) aſſured the 
Earl, what I was convinced he felt, that 
he was actuated ſolely from the reſpect 
which he bore to him and his family ; 
that as far as the buſineſs related to him- 
ſelf there could be no reaſon for ſuch pre- 
cautionary meaſures, but that his Lord- 
ſhip would allow him a few moments to 
conſider this point more ſeriouſly than he 
had done. Excuſe me, ſaid the Farl, 
for this interruption ; but I hope, my 
good Sir, it will be leſs ſeriouſly debated, 
or I muſt expect an abſolute negative 
when 1 have the pleaſure of meeting you 
again, 
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again. They ſhook hands and parted, 
The amiable Duke hadened to me; and 
confidentially deſired my opinion, after 
naming Lord Portre as the ſuppoſed fa- 
ther. I gave it him without demur; for 
as I expected it would at laſt come to 
this, was prepared with my anſwer. Bre— 
ville is to be referred to with as much 
propriety as the ſubject will admit; the 
reſult of which you ſhall be acquainted 
with the inſtant 1 know it, | 

I muſt not be allowed to lament your 
abſence, from the pleaſant event which 
occaſioned it, or ſhould be much diſpoled 
to murmur, I aſſure you. The amiable 
and virtuous pair, unconſcious of any evil 
which can interrupt their preſent felicity, 
repoſe in that joyful ſecurity which the 
moſt pure and refined affection ſo juſtly 
allows. Sempronia, confident of every 
hope being now confirmed, communi— 
cates thoſe ſentiments which affect me to 
the ſoul; but I endeavour to ſtifle reflec- 
tion as painful as unprofitable. Should 
$01 K 4 the 
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the Duke urge this unfortunate enquiry, 
his zeal would hurt me much. Breville 
could not with any propriety be commil+ 
ſioned upon an enquiry of this nature to 
his father; and the affliction he has al- 
ready experienced in the ſervice of his 
fair friend, I ſhall apprize the Duke of in 
the manner which 1 think it deſerves, 
It is above all things ncceſſary that Lord 
Harville ſhoul be made fully acquainted 
with his reaſons, as he has already gone ſo 
far, His wiſhes can never be accom- 
pliſhed. It is but a vain and flattering 
expectation; and as ſuch, I truſt that to 
his good ſenſe he may ſtand indebted for 
the conviction, Had Lord Portre been 
ſuſceptible of a generous or even a juſt 
principle, he could not have bound a poor 
wretch at the expence of honour and con- 
ſcience, and 'then have attempted the 
diſcharge of both with the wages of ini- 
quity. An importunate application his 
paſſions are too impetuous to liſten to; 
and cautious,prudent meaſures, his heart is 

too 
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MR. MORDINE 
TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE- 


Pk EPARE yourſelf, my dear friend, 
for a ſeparation which muſt ſhortly take 
place, though there is more than time 
for the laſt pious office your filial heart 
may wiſh to. perform. A wretched ex- 
iſtence your father has long and volunta- 
rily endured; as it was in his own power 
to have made that exiſtence a bleſſing. 
His ſufferings have produced, I fear, no 

K 5, good 
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good to himſelf, as his retirement was 
the effect of diſappointment and care. 
To free himſelf from painful recollection 
he had recourſe to thoſe reſtraints he 
thought moſt likely to deſtroy it; but the 
repugnance of nature to any violation or 
unlawful reſiſtance, ſoon convinced him 
the limits he intended to preſcribe were 
beyond his ſtrength, He had too long 
detached himſelf from thoſe connections 
which endear man to man, without hav- 
ing reſerved to himſelf the comforts of 
ſelt-enjoyment, to find that relief in ſoli- 
tude his hopes had ſuggeſted. Heaven 
had long reduced him to the mortifying 
neceſſity of living alone, when ſurround- 
ed by every object which would have been 
felicity to another, Tis true he lived in 
the world, but not with it, and was a 
melancholy recluſe even in the midſt of 
Tocial life. Had reaſon or religion di- 
rected him in his laſt choice, peace and 
conſolation would jointly have ſtood his 

friend but to bear the continual yearn» 
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ings of appetite, deprived of the power 
of reaching the luxuriant fruit, was a con- 
dition too wretched for humanity to re- 
flect on. To a mind fo well diſpoſed as 
your's, my dear Breville, this retroſpect 
may not have been neceſſary; but a ſe- 
rious inveltigation of the conduct of man- 
kind, and the evils to which its infirmi- 
ties render us liable, is a leſſen which can 
never be a burthen to virtue. To con- 
ceal the miſeries of wilfull error, is nei- 
ther prudent nor merciful. There are 
duties we owe to others which cannot 
with impunity be infringed. To you I 
Feel myſelf bound under every tie which 
friendſhip, years, and experience have 
united. I therefore 1peak to you from 
that tenderneſs and regard which to the 
laſt hour of my life 1 muſt feel for your 
welfare. To guard you againſt ambi- 
tion, diſſipation, or extravagance, is not 
\ neceſſary z but to fortity your heart a- 
gainſt the encroachments of one of her 
fairelt virtues, is the buſineſs of a friend; 

You 
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Lou will underſtand, my generous Bre- 
ville, to what event I now allude. It did 
you the higheſt honour: and if the bounds 
of magnanimity were exceeded, you alone 
experienced the inconvenience. To be 
juſtly alive to the calls of humanity is a 
duty we owe to miſery z but that princi- 
ple which excites to worthy deeds has its 
limits as well as every other. Your poor 
father has enjoyed but few reflections 
which ſpring from the pureſt part of na- 
ture; but from habits of expence and 
diſſipated purſuits, ſquandered away a li- 
beral fortune; which, by proper regula» 
tions, might have proved an ornament to 
himſelf as well as a bleſſing to others, 
You never act but from the true ſpirit of 
benevolence; you attach yourſelf to the 
general cauſe of the afflicted; but by ad- 
mitting too much indulgence to the vir- 
tue I ſpeak of, circumſpection and pru- 
dence are frequently overlooked. You 
will pardon me I know, and therefore 
ſhall make no apology for what I have 

ſaid, 
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ſaid, I ſpent two days with your father. 
But he ſpake but little, and that little 
gave me no pleaſure in hearing. Some- 
thing dwells upon his mind which he has 
not reſolution to diſcloſe. To ſolicit him 
even for his on eaſe is not poſſible, as 
he would give the motive but an unge- 
nerous reception. On your return let 
me ſee you inſtantly; indeed if you could 
make my houſe in your way thence, it 
might be as well; and I with you to do 
that. Adieu, and believe me ever your's, 

C. MoRDINE. 


j 
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LETTER II. 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 
TO THE 


"EQUNTESS DE HARVILLE 
- 


I Had not diſpatched my letter five mic 
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mates before Breville 1eceived one from 
Mordine, to acquaint him of his father's 
relapſe, which he is apprehenſive will ter- 
minate with his death. This prevented 
the converſation . | mentioned, and will 
remove, ] hope, every obſtacle to the 
nuprials:of my amiable friends. Breville 
ſet off immediately. The Dnke's unea- 
ſineſs I am ſorry to ſee has not been re- 
lieved by this circumſtance; but he 
aſſured me that his objection ſhould have 
no further influence on his future con- 
duct; that to give a partial ſatis faction to 
the Earl was unworthy the ſentiments he 
profeſſed for him; and as he had gone 
ſo far, the only reparation he could make 
would be by an explicic acknowledgment, 
This has been done, and they agree in 
ſentiments, The Earl ſtands firm to his 
engagements, and conſiders the fact, if 
proved, as no importance to the happineſs 
of either. Such are the ogeurrences of 
the laſt interview. As Lord Portre*s 
[approacumg death will deprive us for 
ſome 
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ſome time of the ſociety of Breville, the 


nuptials are to be deferred till his return. 
J can aſſure you, my dear friend, that I 
never experienced more uneaſineſs than I 
have for this laſt week. Grief or deſpair 
would have been infinitely preferable to. 
that horrid ſuſpence which admits not of 
a moment's eaſe. When J was approach- 
ing my lovely Sempronia, I felt ſo vio- 
lent an agitation as almoſt to deprive me 
of ſpeech. As ſhe knew nothing of the 
laſt wretched interval, by my extremeear- 
neſtneſs to addreſs her ſhe certainly ex- 
pected ſomething more alarming than I 
had to communicate. But when! ſpoke 
I was at a loſs what to fay. I felt anxi- 
ous to impart ſomething, but knew not 
what. The impreſſion 1 had ſo recently 
received, I could not eraſe from my 1ma- 
gination. It ſeemed as if ſympathy muſt 
have inſpired her heart with the ſame 
ſentiments as had produced mine. Some 
immediate communication was wanting 
to my relief. The tender Semproma had 
conceived 
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conceived apprehenſions ſhe could not 
diſpel. She entreated, but dreaded an 
explanation, My embarraſſment had 
cauſed hers. I preſſed her to my boſom, 
and repeatedly aſſured her that my emo- 
tions were of a nature too delightful to 
be expreſſed by words; that her ap- 
proaching felicity was the ſole object of 
my thoughts, nor had any other engroſſed 
my ſenſes when ſhe firſt ſaw me; but that 
indulging them in the contemplation. of 
what was ſo affectionately dear to me, 
believed that for the moment I had ſuf- 
fered my ſelf to be loſt in a fort of deli- 
rium, and that reviving from this tranſi- 
tory illuſion, had mechanically moved 
towards her as the being who ſeemed at 
that time the only one the univerie poſ- 
ſeſſed. This has accounted, my dear, 
ſaid 1, for the ſtrangeneſs of my appear- 
ance; but what could you have had to 
fear? She was ſilent for a few ſeconds, 

and then burſt into tears, uttering ſome 
- words in ſv feeble an accent that I could 
not 
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not comprehend them. The Duke ſhe 
pronounced twice. 1 begged her to com- 
Pole her ſpirits; and that when ſhe was 
more at caſe ſhould hope to hear imme- 
diately what could poſſibly have occa- 
ſioned this dillreſs. She explained her- 
ſelf by ſome obſervations the Duke had 
made to her that morning in regard to 
Lord Portre. Could ſhe dare hope, af- 
ter all the extraordinary occurrences of 
her life, that Providence ſhould have re- 
ſerved fo great a bleſſing a My 
dear, faid I, he is upon his death-bed; 
to be re-united to him 1s impoſſible, It 
is you and my faithful friend who alone 
could render this laſt tribute dear to your 
Sempronia. I cannot relinquiſh the ex- 
pectation, too flattering as it would prove. 
Her tender and affectionate manner cars» 
Ties with it ſuch charms that ſhe faſcinates 
your whole ſoul before you have leiſure 
to perceive from what the effect is pro- 
duced, You may be ſure I was not long 
in convincing her how grateful ſuch a 

diſcovery 
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diſcovery would be to me, and that 1 
might as ſafely anſwer for our friend. The 
idea becomes every hour ſtronger; and 
tho* I have ſo many reaſons to with it may 
be confirmed by his own lips, I have 
barely courage for hope. Adieu. 


DE GRAVELIN. 


LETTER LII. 


COUNT DE BEREVILLE, 
- TO THE 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 


Ox my arrival, I found my father bet- 
ter, thank God, than I expected. But 
nature cannot Jong ſuryive, Its powers 
have been much ſpent in this laſt illneſs, 
and he viſibly declines, ” He ſuffers no 
bodily pain, but his mind is not at eaſe, 
| | | He 
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Tugſday morning, ten o'clock, 

He ſeems ſtill labouring under ſome 
diſquietude, he cannot prevail on himſelf 
to impart, I ſuggeſted this to him with 
all the tenderneſs I felt; but he ſeemed 
hurt that I had perceived any ſymptoms 
of uneaſineſs, ſo that conſolation was 
wholly repreſſed. His reſerve is encreaſed 
ſince I Jaſt was with him. He ſeldom 
ſpeaks, and that little ſeems an effort; 
not from bodily weakneſs, but a tacitur- 
nity indulged by retirement. Never ſhall 
I refle without horror, on the impreſſion 
I received on my firſt entrance. His 
fine countenance was entirely changed, 
His beard, which is now a ſilver grey, 
hung down to his band. His cowl met 
his eyelids ; and the eyes were almoſt bu» 
. ried in their ſockets, The habit of this 
Order is of the moſt ghaſtly hue and 
form ; and the furniture of his cell corre- 
ſponded with the aweful ſcene. A pale 
glimmering lamp ſtood by a crucifix and 
Kull, by the ſide of his bed; which was 
| a deal 
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a deal board covered with ſackcloth. Lin- 
en, he had none, At the foot of his bed 
lay a leaden trunk, which engaged his 
earneſt attention. He frequently attemp- 
ted to move himſelf to look at it, and 
was riſing as often to his aſſiſtance, but 
his looks checked me. After a long ſi- 
lence, he bade me reach a bunch of keys, 
which were under his pillow; and taking 
off one of a particular conſtruction, or- 
dered me to go to the trunk, which was 
ſecured by three locks, and to open them, 
With much difficulty I effected this; 
when beckoning me to approach him, 
after ſome convulſive ftruggles, ſaid, in a 
faint voice—YProphane not by your touch 
the ſacred treaſure ; but lift it's coverings 
gently. I attempted this with all the 
compoſure I was able, But what did I 


behold? Such a ſpectacle! my heart al- 


moſt died within me -A female corpſe, 


richly dreſſed, lay extended at full length. 


The face had preſerved its features; and 


were lovely even in death. The taper, 


which 
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which was nearly ſpent, caſt at this inſtant 
a feeble ray upon the beauteous form. 1 
gazed with horror; nor could ſuppreſs 
an involuntary groan at the image I ſur- 
veyed. Is death ſo terrible, ſaid my deat 
father? then cloſe the ſcene. The co- 
verings I replaced as well #s my feelings 
would give power, ſecured the ſacred re- 
lic, and returned the key. Some words 
which Mordine had let drop of his ſuſ- 
picions of a ſecond marriage, recalled 
every paſt thought to my recollection. 
Can it be poſſible! that ſuch a deed was 
committed by my father. What to do, 
I know not. Imagination raiſed a thou- 
ſand phantoms to my ſenſes. i thought 
heard the groans of this much 1njured 
woman; the reproaches of her innocent 
offspring, and the agonizing exclamations 
of ſelf : remorſe. The unhappy ſufferer 
enquired, with ſome eagerneſs, what had 
thus diſcompoſed me? I rephed—the 
laſt awful ſcene, He ſeemed affected; 
but {ill endeavoured to ſtifle his emo- 


tions ; 
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tions; and preſently made a ſign for me 
to approach nearer ; when exerting him- 
ſelf—my hour draws nigh, ſaid he, and 
I have much to unfold, Had you ſup- 
ported calmly, what you have now ſur- 
veyed, you would have been leſs worthy 
the confidence I wiſh to repoſe in you. 
The image of death cannot appal a vir- 
tuous ſoulz nor was that the impreſſion 
you felt. But the perpetration of a guil- 
ty deed executed by one, whoſe remem- 
brance cannot be traced but with horror; 
whoſe actions have forfeited his hopes to 
heaven, his claims to the affection of his 

own child, and His laſt words I could 
not ſupport ; but conjured him to believe 
that my tenderneſs was as ſtrong to him 
as ever; nor for a moment of my life had 
I ever loſt ſight of that duty which I owed 
him. He again tried to ſpeak ; but his 
words were too indiſtinct to be heard. 
He felt his death approaching; and whiſ- 
pering that the papers would explain 
What he had vainly hoped to effect, em- 
braced 
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braced me with eagerneſs, and expired in 


my arms. The encloſed I fend in the 
order I found it. 


To my virtuous ſon, now Earl of Portre, 


As the tale I have to unfold has long 

embittered every moment of my exilt- 
ence, to communicate it to my ſon, 1s the 
only reparation now left me to make. 
Tho' I have not impaired his fortune, I 
have done him a far greater injury, by 
tranſmitting diſhonour on his name. His 
virtues may cover thoſe ſtains, which, 
while they remained with me, became 
every hour more glaring to my ſight, The 
conſciouſneſs of the paſt, has been at mo- 
ments tao acute for that mind to bear, 
whoſe early years had been employed in 
duties which may be juſtly ſaid to enno- 
ble humanity. Could I have conſigned 
that recollection to oblivion, many a ſor- 
row would have loſt its fting. But the 
comparative view of what I now. am, with 
what I once was, tortures every vital 
power, 
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power, and leaves me dead to conſola- 
tion. Could 1 but hide the paſt with the 
preſent, and efface remembrance by thoſe 
ideas L now purſue, Had heaven never 
opened the book of fate, to have revealed 
to me her ſacred truths, and had death 
been the laſt conflict of the wretched ſin- 
ner, many an inquietude would ceaſe. 
To examine the ſource of evil, when it is 
to be traced but to our own heart, might 
ſeem an eaſy taſk. I have endeavoured 
to go through all the different windings 
of the paſſions; and return to myſelf with 
leſs conviction than I ſet out. But I have 
learnt this truth, that ſuch as make open 
war againſt us give time for defence; nor 
can I plead my excule by ſaying I was 
overcome. I voluntarily ſubmitted to 
their authority, what I had warning to 
oppoſe. Pride made me look down with 
pity on the reſt of mankind, My juſtice 
was rigid, my: charity ſevere, Licenti- 
ous love vitiated my heart; the tenderneſs 


of affection 1 had long ceaſed tofeel; and 


inſenſibility 
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inſenſibility took place of humanity. 
What | could not effect by perſuaſion, I 
ſubdued by terror; and diſguſt and im- 
penitence hurried me into this region of 
ſorrow. The life. have ſince lead, has 
not produced the reformation ! had hoped, 
Example had no influence; precept, no 
conviction. Reaſon had been too long a 
ſlave, to return to liberty with that free- 
dom ſhe once enjoyed; for the tyranny 
of the paſſions flill prevailed, and re- 
ſtrained every feeble effort ſhe could 
make. Devotion, I had none; I out- 
wardly joined with eſtabliſhed forms, to 
avoid ſuſpicion, but my errors gave me 
neither fear nor ſhame, 

Such, my fon, is the character of your 
father : and if the paths he has trodden, 
can releaſe you from danger, it will be 
more than he had any right to expect. As 
it is my intention to diſcloſe to you a ſe— 
cret, the concealment of which may have 


cauſed much injuſtice to an innocent ſur- 
Vol. III. L vivor, 
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vivor, on our laſt interview ſhall prepare 
you for the diſcovery. 
— — — — 

The ſpectacle you there beheld, was 
the remains of a woman, who, while liv- 
ing, was tenderly dear to me. She was 
the object of the only affectionate impulſe 
I have experienced for the laſt forty 
years. She was the daughter of the Duke 
de Grandinne; who in order to aggran- 
dize his other offspring, had condemned 
this to perpetual exile. From my inti- 
macy with the Deke, and the friendſhip 
which ſo long had ſubſiſted between us, 
I was admitted to the confidence of his 
daughter, Lady Auguſta Pierre, Long 
had my heart been attached; but the in- 
equality of years was ſuch, that I could 
not flatter my ſelf with hopes of poſſeſſing: 
this treaſure. The intentions of her fa- 
ther, ſhe with innocence lamented to me, 
and conſulted me upon the meaſures ſhe 
ſhould take to render them ineffectual. 
This confidence animated my hopes, and 

] ven- 
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T ventured to declare my paſſion. At 
firſt ſhe would not liſten to my propoſals: 
but the time approaching when this vic- 
tim was to be offered, the horror of her 
mind was ſuch, that ſhe reſolved to en- 
counter any miſery rather than ſubmit to 
the tyranny he meant to inflict, I preſſed 
her again upon the ſubject, and urged 
every motive her confidential ſecret had 
ſupplied, to fprevail on her to conſent. 
About this time a miſunderſtanding took 
place between her father and myſelf. The 
fault was mine: I betrayed a truſt he had 
repoſed in me, and was obliged to make 
every reparation he ſhould require. A 
ſuſpicion of my attachment to his eldeſt 
daughter had fo ſtrongly influenced his 
mind, that in the humiliating acknow- 
- ledgment he bound me by a bond of 
promile never to form a matrimonial al- 
liance with his family, Our nuptials were 
therefore performed ſecretly, by one 
Grammont, a monk; who ſuſpecting my 
name and rank, obliged me to bind him 

L 2 
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by an annual ſtipend from divulging the 
deed, A feigned name I aſſumed; but 
informed him I was noble by birth and 
anceſtry, and ſubſcribed to the ſame. 

My abſence became neceſſary, I had 
reſcued my lovely Auguſta from one 
evil by expoſing her to many others. The 
avowal of her marriage was left for her to 
make in the beſt manner ſhe could. But 
it was ſubſcquent to our union that I ac- 
quainted her with the bond of promiſe. 
She felt every horror which ſuch an act 
could excite; and reproached me as the 
author of all her future miſery, I en- 
deavoured to. compoſe her, by the warmeſt 
aſſurances of eternal conſtancy, and gave 
her my full reaſons for the ſecreſy J had 
obſerved : told her, that the calamity ſhe 
dreaded was infinitely greater than any 
other to which ſhe could be now expoſed; 
and convinced of this, I truſted ſhe would 
acquit me of that blame, which the firit 
impreſſion had produced, as it was evi- 


dent that by no other motive had I been 


directed 
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directed than regard to her pcace; and 
had I communicated this particular in 
the farlt inſtance, that point could not have 
been accompliſhed, 'I hat ſhe muſt re- 
member at what price | had purchafed 
Ber liberty; that it was at no leſs than 
the expence of my ows. To be forced 
from an object dearer to me than lite it- 
ſelf, and fly to ſome diitant retreat for 
refuge, were the only means by which 
that lite could he prelerved, or my honour 
ſecured from the umputations to which it 
would be otherwite expoled, 1 hat the 
half of my fortune the ſhould receive, 
which would enable her to ſupport her 
rank; and if the would but turn her 
thoughts to thoſe motives, which had di- 
rected her father in the cruel ſacrifice he 
was about to make, this laſt event 
might appeaſe his reſentment, and even 
reconcile her to his tenderneſs ; but that 
the vow of ſecreſy I had extorted from her 
previous to her Knowledge of the requeſt 
at contained, ſhe muſt eternally bury in 

L 3 oblivion. 
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oblivion, The arguments ſhe offered 
were ſo powerful, I knew not in what 
manner to reſiſt them; but replied to 
them by conjuring her not to afflict her- 
ſelf with the conſideration of evils too 
great for me to redreſs, but that ſhe 
might depend on my zealous endeavours 
to fave her from every inconvenience I 
pollibly could. Each word I ſpoke. 
ſeemed to aggravate her affliction. She 
tenderly aſſured me that the fidelity of 
her heart would ſerve but to render her 
fate ſtill more dreadful; that the thoughts 
of our ſeparation were inſupportable to 
her; to loſe me on the firſt moment cf 
our union, would drive her to deſpair; and 
that the keen pangs ſhe then endured, 
aroſe from her dread of my misfortunes 
not from her own, nor could ſhe be ever 
leſs ſenſible to thoſe misfortunes than ſhe 
was at that inſtant, Her gentle ſoul ſuf- 
fered more than I had reſolution to bear, 
Had ſhe been leſs tenderly attached to 
me, my regret would not have been half 
8 ſo 
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ſo poignant. Some decided ſtep I was 
compelled to take; for our meetings, 
(tho? well concerted) could not be perſe- 
vered in but with danger to us both. Of 
this ſhe was allo convinced ; and with the 
molt ardent warmth requeited my depar- 
ture. I embraced this momentary reſo- 
lution, and taking an affectionate, and, 
as it proved, a lait farewel, left this dar- 
ling woman in a ſtate little ſhort of diſ- 
traction. A certificate of our marriage, 
even under a feigned name, I could not 
give her, tho” this was her lalt requeſt; 
but promiſed that the remittance ſhould 
be regularly ſent. I immediately ſet off, 
embarked in an Eaſt India ſhip, and in- 
tended to have landed at the firſt coaſt 
we made, The wind proving unfavour- 
able, my hopes were diſappointed ; and 
this determined me to make Pondicherry, 
for a time, my place of reſidence. By 
every opportunity 1 wrote to her; but 
after remaining a year and an half in the 
moſt wretched ſuſpenge that ever man 

L 4 expe· 
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experienced, I took ſhipping, and in fix 
months landed in my own country, I 
haſtened to Rheims; where I from Gram- 
mont received the account of my dear 
Auguſta's misfortunes and death. She 
had kept up a regular correſpondence with 
him ; who being informed by her of her 
eſcape, and abode in England, went over 
ro make enquiries, and to deliver the laſt 
remittance, He was fo cautious in the 
| buſineſs, that he was never diſcoyered ; 
but arriving at her abode, aſked ſome in- 
direct queſtions, in a manner which pro- 
cured him full information of this her laſt 
unfortunate ſituation. The account he 
forwarded to me, under the addreſs 1 had 
ſent to him; bur I never received it. That 
there was likely to be any proof of our 
affection, ſhe had never once intimated 
to me; and this recollection gives me 
the moſt bitter anguiſh. To have re- 
claimed my child, was a duty I owed to 
its unhappy mother. I endeavoured to 
effect it; but every ſearch proved vain. 


When 
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When Grammont, whom I diſpatched to 
England, returned with this hopeleſs ac- 
count, I haſtened thicher z and obtained, 
after many endeavours, an interview with 
the doctor, who had attended my unfor- 
tunate Auguſta, I ſaid I was commilſ= 
ſioned to enquire of him every particular, 
and to convey the ſad remains into France. 
The pious care with wh1-n the body had 
been preſerved, rendered this no difficult 
attempt; and after the coffin had been 
opened, and a miniature (which till that 
moment had never been unſtrung from 
my boſom) compared with the features of 
the lovely deceaſed, and a mole obſerved 
upon her arm, which | had mentioned, 
as a confirmation of the identity of her 
perſon, I claimed my jut demand, and 
was once more in poſſeſſion of my dar- 
ling Auguſta. The leaden trunk 1 then 
had made; and depoſited the beauteous 
image in the manner you. have ſcen. The 
awful appendages of death, I carefully 
FAo 71 . 
removed, and procured tv coverings, 
9 When 
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When the laſt office was diſcharged, and 
the trunk ſecured, which was placed in 
my chamber, I felt my mind relieved 
from many a wretched thought. To in- 
dulge that melanchuly, which had taken 
place of grief and deſpair, I made a daily 
viſit at the tomb of this angelic form, 
and enjoyed many hours in contemplating 
the beauties which yet remained. Many 
a ſilent tear have I offered to her memo- 
ry; but the dear pledge of our affections 
ſtill remains uawept. This idea drives me 
to madneſs. Reflection, it will not bear; 
nor can repentance atone for the calami- 
ties it may have experienced. 

Having entered into a ſerious examina- 
tion of my worldly concerns, I found my- 
ſelf in poſſeſſion of more wealth than I 
expected. Finding it in my power, 
without injury to my virtuous ſon, to 
make ample proviſion for the helpleſs 
orphan, I ſettled upon it what ready mo- 
ney 1 then had, and the ſurplus of my in- 
come added to that ſupport, As I ſhall 
| never 


SEMPRONTAs 227 


never be ſo fortunate as to recover the 
precious offspring (for death will deprive 
me of attaining that bleſſing) I have yet 
this reliance on Providence, that by ſome 
manifeſtation of his mercy Lady Portre's 
child will be preſerved, and in time re- 
ſtored to thoſe rights from which it has 
fo lon» and cruelly been withheld. To 
my eldeſt ſon, now its brother, I com- 
miſſion the truſt; and faithfully and no- 
bly will it be diſcharged. As the Duke 
was, on my return, yet living, though in 
declining health, a reſidence in my own 
country could not be made with ſafety. 
From my frequent and long abſence from 
home, no ſuſpicions could have been ex- 
cited from the former the ignominy of 
the tranſaction with him was of itſelf a 
ſufficient reaſon for voluntary baniſh» 
ment. But my fears at this time ope- 
rated ſo ſtrongly upon me that I conſi- 
dered my ſecurity to depend entirely upon 
a diſtant abode. On the death of the 
Duke, which followed ſhortly after, Gram- 

mont 
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mont tranſmitted me the knowledge of 
it, I returned to England; when re-vi- 
ſiting my ſacred treaſure, which was now 
more dear to me thanever, I determined 
never to part from it more. The world 
had long been indifferent to me, Enjoy- 
ments I had not one; and embracing a 
rigid vow, after the one to which I had 
already ſubſcribed, required but little for- 
titude. This done, I have fince lingered 
many a tedious year, wiſhing, but dread- 
ing that death which I have long ſeen 
gradually approaching. In a few ſhort 
hours more, that event muſt compleat 
the cloſe of my wretched exiltence. 


Here, my friend, concludes a ſtory, 
which, if I reflect on as it deſerves, is 
entitled in many parts to our tendereſt 
pity. It has diſcloſed a ſecret which I 
ſhould rejoice to have received from any 
other pen than the one to whole lot it 
has fell; But you muſt excuſe-me from 
entering into any cblervations or opinion 

of 
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of the paſt. I can never forget it was 
my father who related this awtul truth, 
and as ſuch claims from his ſon an eter- 
nal filence, I could wiſh part of the 
fragment to be concealed; but whatever 
relates to the parties concerned in the ſe- 


quel, you will be fully explicit and confi- 


dential in tranſmitting. You need not 
Write, as I ſhall return in leſs than a 

week, Farewell, my friend. 
DE BREVILLE, 


LETTER Ll. 


MARCHIONESS DE GRAVELINE 
TO THE 


COUNTESS DE HARVILLE 


Lorp Portre is ho more; and the 
records of the dead cannot be too ſacredly 
preſerved. The encloſed page explains 


what 
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what J have read with a compaſſion which 
you will not fail giving to this 'unfortu- 
nate man. The confeſſion has confirmed 
our ſuſpicions; and having done that, 
we have reaſon to be grateful. My 
friend will return in the courſe of a week. 
We muſt prepare ourſclves now for the 
enjoyment of happier days, and return 
our prayers to Providence for the bleſſing 
we have received. Adieu, my friend: 

| DE GRAVELINE.. 


LETTER LIV. 


COUNTESS DE HARVILLE 
TO THE 
MARCHIONESS DE GRAVYELINE 


Wirn your letter, my friend, I re- 
ceived one from my Lord and ſon, but 
they were written under the firſt impreſ- 
ſions 
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fions your information produced. To 
live without pain is incompatible with 
the ſyſtem of Providence; nor does he 
conter a bleſſing, but with it wiſely re- 
ſtrains the intemperance of enjoyment. 
Never was my heart more ſenſible of his 
goodneſs than it is at this inſtant; and 
though I have every reaſon for content, 
cannot feel my ſelf at eaſe, yet I have not 
one reꝗection 1 ſhould wiſh exchanged 
for another. I am conſoled with the ex- 
pectation of futurity, as the happineſs of 
ſo many will be rivetted with my own. 
But I could wiſh it had been purchaſed 
at a price leſs dear. Were I to ſpeak 
upon the principles of humanity alone, 
and aſcribe all the various actions of life 
to the progreſs of reaſon and the paſſions, 
we might be diſpoſed to condemn many 
an act by which the errors of a fellow 
creature had been ſo publicly expoſed ; 
but by tracing that power which protects 
the cauſe of truth and virtue, we ſee the 
merciful and juſt God who maniteſts his 

attributes 
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attributes by thoſe means he finds moſt 
conformable to the purpoſe he intends to 
effect; and in doing that, diſpenſes man 
from arrogating to himſelf an authority 
inconſiſtent with the dependence of his 
condition. But I will not dwell upon a 
ſubject, of which you are ſo much better 
able to judge than myſelf. My life has 
been too uniformly happy to enable me 
to form an adequate notion of the various 
calamities of mankind. May the remain- 
cer of your years be rewarded with every 
felicity your merits ſo truly deſerve; and 
may the union which will ſhortly take 
place contribute as ſincerely to your ble ſſ- 
ings as it will to thoſe of your affectionate 

| DE HARVILLE. 


LET: 
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LETTER LV. 


VISCOUNT DE VALVILLE 
TO THE 


COUNTE5S DE HARVILLE 


No THING is now wanting, my 
deareſt mother, but your preſence. Bre 
ville-—Portre 1 ſhould tay, has been with 
us ſince Tueiday; and as the Marchio- 
nels will be of age on the ſeventeenth, 
the Duke and my father are empioying 
all their rhetoric to prevail with her to 
make this auſpicious day commemorate 
an event of no leſs importance to our 
feliciy than the anniverſary of her birth. 
My lovely Semprona, now Lady S. Bre— 
ville, joins her carneſt entreaties with 
mine, that you will haſten your journey; 
for that ſhe cannot conſider her happineſs 
compleat till ſhe can partake it with you. 
* 
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My aunt and family will accompany you 
on this joyful occaſion. I will meet you 
at S— on Tueſday. Diſappoint not 
your Valville of this pleaſure; for if I 
find you not there I ſhall apprehend that 
by ſome accident you are detained, and 
proceed to Harville, 

I cannot ſay my Sempronia has reco- 
vered her ſpirits. The eclairciſſement ſo 
entirely unexpected was too much for 
her ſuſceptible mind; but I tell her if 
her ſpirits not ſuffered too much in 
acknowledging Breville for her brother, 
J will forgive her for feeling it. Much 
have I to ſay to you upon the ſubject, 
but ſhall reſerve this and many other mat- 
ters equally. important till our meeting. 
Adieu, my deareſt Madam. 


DE VALVILLR. 


LE T. 
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LETTER LVI. 


COLON EL BELMONT» 
TO THE 


COUNT DE BREVILLE 


Genua. 


'Troven I am now, my friend, 
on the borders of the lake, I could nor 
look back upon a country endeared to 
me by your remembrance without offer- 


ing it my parting but warmeſt acknow- 


ledgments. Many a heavy pang will 
recollection bring with it, which time, 
rather than reaſon, will enable me beſt 
:0 bear. Though paſſion in the firſt in- 
ſtance had little ro do in the object to 
whom [I was to unite my fate, ſhe became 
my wife; and under that tender name 
demanded my whole affection, or at leaſt 
that portion of regard which ſhould ne- 

ver 
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ver detach the idea of happineſs from her 
mind; but flattered as J indeed was by 
her partial attachment, gratitude, con- 
tent, and many objects as truly valuable, 
determined me on devoting every atten- 
tion to her felicity, As our acquaint- 
ance had commenced two years previous 
to our marriage, inclination ſoon took 
place of indifference, and habit rendered 
her ſociety neceſſary. Love, which had 
made many reſiſting efforts, at length 
ſurrendered, and the day of our union 
I conſidered as the happieſt of my life, 
This, Breville, was the farit progreſs. 
What tollowed you have not to Jearn, 
As the youngelt ſon of numerous fa— 
mily, the anxious willes of a father for 
the good fortune which was then held out 
to me, were too laudable to admit. of my 
ſaying more. At Challon, in my road to 
this place, whom do you ſuppoſe to be 
the objects which preſenced themſelves ? 
That was a trial for which | ſtood feebly 
prepared. At firſt I thought 1 muſt be 
8 miſtaken, 
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miſtaken, as ſhe was dreſſed in a ſcarlet 
uniform, and her air and manners ſo in 
character with her appearance, but fo 
different from thoſe I had ever expe- 
rienced, that I was directing my ſteps an9+ 
ther way, when I preſently heard the 
name of Belmont pronounced by a voice 
I could not forget. Her companion left 
her, and ſhe approached. I would have 
avoided her had it been poſſible; bur 
how did ſhe addreis me? In a language 
I ſhudder to think of, Till our horſes 
were ready | heard all the inſults to which 
words could give utterance, and then 
drove off, with what compoſure of mind 
I will leave you to judge. But this has 
been the laſt regret I can offer even to 
her memory, and may recollection never 
recall the fatal hour. The approaching 
event of your nuptials, my Breville, har- 
monize every thought; and thoſe bleſſ- 
4ngs, which I vainly hoped to have found 
in the boſom of a faithful wife, I {till en- 
joy in the reflection that ſuch a one is 


conferred 
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conferred on you. Send me the earlieſt 
intelligence, 1 conjure you; you owe it 
to my peace, and to that friendſhip with 


which J am ſo truly yours 
C. BELMONT; 


P. S. The caſtle I wiſh to diſpoſe of. 
The purchale was high, but I would diſ- 
pole of it on moderate terms, My name 
1 prefixed to it from compliment, not 
choice; that I ſhould wiſh it had a more 
honourable diſtinction. 


URET TELE LV 


MARCBIONESS DE GRAVELINE 
TO THE 


COUNTESS DE HARVILLE. 


Bxevitte is ſo much diſpoſed ta 
reproach, that I believe I muſt conſent 
if I would keep him my friend a week 

| longer 
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FÞnger. Had I ceconomized affection as 
] ought, we might have hid rewwurces tor 
the next ten years; but one virtue or 
other has ſtolen ſo imperceptibly to the 
bottom of my heart, that endeavouring 
to remove them to make place for objects 
of leſs importance, dilcovered to my no 
ſmall aſtoniſhment that they had taken 
ſuch deep root that my attempts were 
fruitleſs. I have pondered on the ſub- 
ject of marriage in ſuch gloomy diſpoſi- 
tions, that I am almoſt diſpoſed to think 
it is far too ſerious a ſtate for me to en- 
ter in7s, Taſte and inclination may unite 
us aſter an experimental trial of one or 
two years; nor can I conceive an idea 
half ſo agreeable as to have ſome object 
to whom reſponſibility of conduct is in- 
debted; but I. love Breville too well to 
let him ſuffer from my failings; and as 
to better qualities, whatever they may be, 
have ſo long been known to him, that re- 
collection muſt hereafter become a dull 
taſk, What could have inſtilled into his 

brain 
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brain ſo whimſical an idea, that I was 
the only, woman who could make him 
happy, aan Tat a loſs to gueſs, Specu- 
lation would have refined this doctrine; 
but he has adhered ſo ſtrongly to old 
eſtabliſhed forms of abiding by the firſt 
impreſſions, that his reaſoning powers, as 
you will judge, from the preſent inſtance, 
are become totally inert; but ſhould 
theſe old maxims ſubſide, and doubts 
take place of dogiatical tenets, they will 
certainly end in infidelity. 

My attachments are ſo many that 1 
could not relinquiſh one with juilice to 
my engagements; and ſhould love uſurp 
thoſe privileges which friendſhip demands, 
I injure one object, and cannot do ho- 
nour to the other. In my preſent con- 
dition each is ſatisficd with that ſhare of 
attention I have in my power to beſtow. 
My heart is not capacious, but by regu- 
lation I have found that it can be ſuſ- 
ceptible of various emotions; and Lam 
ſo well contented in performing the duties 
ORR of 
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of a friend, that I am perſuaded it is 
the character alone for which 1 am qua- 
hfied. After this felf-examination, in 
ſpite of conviction, the ſtrongeſt that 
poſitive evidence can produce, I am ſtill 
reſerved for thoſe honours I mult hourly 
diſcredit. Such is my preſent ſtate, and 
irrevocable I believe I may pronounce it. 
The ſeventeenth is the day fixed for Ho- 
noria's triumph, and that of my beloved 
Sempronia; and the bright laurel con- 
ferred by Lord and Lady Harville will 
be the moſt flattering tribute this victory 
can confer upon the latter, and no ſmall 
teſtimony of honour on their faithful 
friend | 

DE GRAVELINE» 
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LETTER LVIII. 


SEMPRONIA 
TO THE 


COUNTESS DE HARVILLE 


G RATEFUL, my deareſt Madam, 
as l am to the beneficent author of my 
being for the manifold mercies he has 
conferred, yet my obligations are of a 
nature which no future duties can repay. 
To conſider the various incidents of my 
life as the intentions of his Providence, 
the wonderful means by which many have 
been brought to light, will, I hope, ſuf- 
ficiently juſtify. He has alleviated every 
ſorrow, and reſtored me at length to 
thoſe bleſſings which but a few weeks 
palt ſeemed more diſtant to me than ever. 
He has revealed to me the myſtery of 
my birth; and by an extraordinary con- 

currence 
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currence of the various gifts he has con- 
ferred on mankind, has fo combined them, 
that the accidents of fortune, to which 
we .are moſtly indebted for the conduct 
of life, ſeem here to have been directed 
from their regular courſe. From the 
abyſs of miſery, to what am I not raiſcd? 
to honours which will place me in that 
rank where the higheſt duties are united. 
As your daughter, I feel myſelf ennobled 
far beyond what I had thought earthly fe- 
licity could have conferred; and as the 
wite of Valville, can I add a more affec- 
tionate and grateful ſentiment? But may 
enthuſiaſm never lead me aſtray, nor the 
tenderneſs which has endeared you hi- 
therto to my exiſtence, render you too 
indulgent to that heart which you receive 
as the tribute of my fondeſt, faithful 
attachment. As I have now a right to 
inſpe& the letter addreſſed—** ro my 
child legally ſuch,” by my unfortunate 
mother, 1 ſhall tranſcribe it for your pe- 


ruſal, It contains a melancholy retro- 
M 2 ſpect 
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ſpect of the paſſions ; but this you have 
in part ſuryeyed by the defire of my af- 
ſectionate Breville. 


To my child, legally ſuch. 

Ass life is now bound to me by feeble 
ties, I cannot devote the ſhort period 
which remains better than by endeavour— 
ing to render it ſeryiceable to my dear 
child, ſhould it ſurvive that perilous 
event which muſt prove fatal to its mo- 
ther, Snatched from you at the moment 
which will bring you into being, I muſt 
be deprived of fulfilling thoſe tender of- 
fices, which, had exiſtence been allowed 
me, I ſhould hope to have diſcharged 
with maternal ſolicitude ; but, as Provi- 
dence has decreed otherwiſe, I muſt 
without murmuring ſubmit, The par- 
ticulars of my ſtory, ſhould this letter 
ever come into your hands, are already 
known; that I will ſpare both you and 
myſelf the unfortunate repetition. My 
fate has preſented to you a leſſon you 

cannot 
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cannot learn with too much attention, 
though 1 hope its precepts will never be 
your lot to experience; bur if the truths 
which it imparts can preſerve you from 
error, it will prove your friend to con— 
duct you with ſafety; it will teach you 
that dilobedience is a tranſgreſſion which 
mult be followed by the heavieſt remorie, 
and that the paſſions are not ro be in— 
dulged with uinpunity, My conduct has 
been repugnant to thole principles which, 
had | lived, 1 ſhould nut have juſtified in 
my own child, conlequently muſt con- 
demn in mylelf Tho' | married your 
father to avoid thole misfortunes which 
my own had pre-judged neceffary to in- 
lift, my attachment to him was faithful 
and affectionate. An adherence to a raſh 
vow forced him from me a few weeks 
after our union, The motives which had 
induced to this ſecreſy more than ex- 
cuſed him to me, who loved him ſo ten- 
derly. His promiſes and engagements 
to me he juſtly fulfilled, though his me- 


M 3 mory: 
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mory may receive ſome ſtain from the act 
which had rendered his oath neceſſary, 
When he was gone, and every hope of 
ſubduing my father's reſolution had dri- 
ven me to deſpair, I determined an 
eſcape, as the only means by which my 
honour could be preſerved. Prepara- 
tory to the ſacrifice he intended, J ob- 
tained permiſſion to take my laſt fare- 
well of a particular friend. My inten- 
tions by this requeſt were to facilitate mea- 
ſures for my eſcape into England. Upon 

my arrival, I found my friend confined _ 
to her bed. I his unexpected eireum- 
ſtance proved favourable to my deſign, 
though I very acutely lamented the 
cauſe, But life was now dear to me, 
from the event which 1 was by this time 
convinced would in a few months take 
place. I therefore pretended a viſit a 
few miles from her houſe. Her horſes I 
knew were not able tagake me the diſ- 
tance I had mentioned; ME hiring others, 
I went (without her knowledge, unat- 
tended) 
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tended) the firſt three miles the direct. 
road; when. ordering the poltillions to 
drive to the next town, diſmiſſed them 
and their horſes, and taking freſh ones, 
under pretence of expedition, arrived in 
three days at Calais; and having told my. 
friend I ſhould not return in leſs than a 
week, I by that means avuided both ſuſ- 
picion and purſuit. I inſtantly engaged. 
the packer, and in a few hours reached, 
Dover, Having been in England with, 
my family, the route 1 was well ac- 
quainted wich; and recollecting a cot 
tage within a ſhort diſtance of Canter- 
bury, had determined on making that, 
my future abode when my time drew 
near; but apprehenſive of an immediate. 
enquiry, I thought London my ſecureſt 
retreat for. the preſent, and haſtened thi- 
ther. Four months I. remained in that 
city; and hearing not of any ſcarch (tho' 
doubtleſs many had been made) I.ſet off 
for my deſtined habitation. My jewels I 
nad previouſiy ſecured, .and a large ſum; 
M4. of. 
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of money, which a few days before my 
departure I had received according to your 
father's engagement, From this dwell- 
ing receive, my dear child, the laſt words 
I ſhall ever have in my power to offer 
you. The connection between us is now 
become more dear to me than ever; and 
as ſuch let me conjure you by the entrea- 
ties of a dying mother (for I cannot ſe- 
parate that idea from the object, though 
unborn, which I now addreſs) to let vir- 
tue be the invariable rule of your 
life, Conſider it as the only protector 
on which you can truſt, Guard againſt 
the paſſions as a rock on which you would 
inevitably ſplit, Though danger may 
confiſt chiefly in opinion, truſt not your- 
ſelf roo far. Have that confidence which 
is equal to your ſtrength, but attempt 
not beyond it, Great ſtruggles inflame 
the heart; and violent efforts, though 
at the time they may exerciſe the mind 
| by their continuance, ſubdue it. Honour 
is a ata equally er in both. 
5 | * 
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ſexesi Courage is a virtue that will ena- 
ble you to be uſeful to others, and is a 
ſtrong ſupport to yourſelf, Prudence 
will guard againſt intemperate purſuits z 
and juſtice reſtrain the tyranny of power, 
and the wantonneſs of ambition. Hu- 
mility will teach you to form a proper 
. eſtimation of your own deſerts; it will 
check pride, and keep off the encroach- 
ments of vanity} it is, if rightly under- 
flood, the noble appendage of a great 
ſoul alike diſtant from ſelf-diſeſteem and 
ſelf-importance. The former, by timid 
diſtruſt, diſcourages from every worthy 
deed, and the latter by a raſh confidence 
in imaginary ſtrength. Gentleneſs, uni- 
ted with fortitude, will enable you pa- 
tiently to bear the various accidents of 
life; it will check impatience in your deal- 
ings with mankind; prevent thoſe preju- 
dices from entering into the heart, which, 
by their imperceptible influence, do away 
thoſe ſentiments of compaſſion which ought 
to unite us with every child of ſorrow ; it 
will teach you to bear injuries with be- 
M5 coming 
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coming decorum, by preventing a tame 
ſubmiſſion on one hand, and implacable 
reſentment on the other; for to be pro- 
perly alive to injuſtice is as neceſſary a 
duty to ourſelves as to others; and thoſe 
feelings which are dead to the former, 
would be alike incapable of the enjoy- 
ment of a kind and generous deed; but 
fortitude muſt regulate this tender ſenſi- 
bility, or it would ſoon loſe its uſeful 
powers, and degenerate into mearneſs of 
ſpirit. Generoſity, which is poſſibly my 
favourite virtue, has ſo many charms to 
captivate the ſenſes, that it too frequently 
leads feaſon aſtray, and the delightful 
enjoyments of preſent gratification have 
been followed by many a bitter recollec- 
tion; yet of all the various powers we 
have received, this may be the moſt dif- 
ficult to repreſs. I ſpeak of it as it re- 
Jates to pecuniary deeds; for the temper 
of mind which leads to the exerciſe of 
this virtue cannot be too much the ob- 
ect of our attention. If it makes us 
: C ad mire 
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x mire the good actions of others, it in- 
duces to the performance of many a land- 
able one to ourlelves; but it does more 
than this, it brings into our reach all 
the exalted plealures of humanity. The 
inconveniences to which generofiry is too 
often expoſed {pring from that acute ſen- 
fibilicy which you feel for every ſpecies 
of misfortune, without allowing reaſon 
leifure to 1nterpoſe, by which many a 
laudable decd is unjuſtly beſtowed ; yet 
Rill I have my doubts in conſidering re— 
lief but as a mechanical act: whether, for 
che cauſe of real poverty, upon a general 
idea, it is not fortunate that in ſome ſuch 
a temper of mind ſhould exiſt, A diſ- 
criminating power however can ſeldom 
leſſen the advantages of this quality; on 
the contrary, it extends its influence by 
reſerving to yourſelf the means of en- 
larging your ſphere of action; “ and the 
true art of ſatisfying deſire lies not in in- 
dulging but ſuppreſſing it.“ The heart, 
naturally warm, will never loſe its ſtrength 

| and 
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and vigour; but occaſional temperance 
win be neceſſary to their full preſerva- 
tion. As generoſity directs in the gene- 
ral courſe of conduct by exciting liberal 
opinions and friendly ſentiments, it can- 
not here be encouraged with too much 
ardour. The benevolence it imparts is 
favourable to the intereſts of ſociety, by 
the example which, on ſo many occaſions, 
it has been known to effect. It makes 
you properly indulgent to failings and 
errors, and beſtows on merit its full re- 
ward, Ir elevates the heart, and gives to 
all its attachments an endearing charm, 
Thole joys which are inſipid to an indif- 
ferent mind, diffuſe a harmony and de- 
light over this. To the eye of a calm and 
philoſophic ſpectator it ſeems like the 
inſpiration of a new ſenſe. But ſtill, my 
child, you muſt remember, as it has been 
already obſerved, “ that the feelings are 
not to be conſidered for their ornament 
but their uſe.” They are not deſigned 
as objects of attraction, The love of 

praiſe 
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praiſe was implanted in us for good pur- 
poſes; and as a natural paſſion, under 
certain bounds, highly laudable; but it 
mult be carefully watched, leſt its advan- 
tages are perverted; and from being res 
garded but as the conſequence, it ſhould 
become the motive of action. 
As | know not to whom l am now di- 
recting my pen, can give but a few rules 
applicable to either tex, But as educa» 
tion and habit muſt induce me to wiſh 
they may fall into the hands of my daugh- 
ter, I the rather dirett my thoughts to- 
wards her. But as I car offer no new 
opinions upon a ſubject which has been ſo 
ably treated by the nobleſt writers in this 
and my own nation, ſhall ſhortly draw to 
a concluſion, This is the only teſtimony 
of maternal affection I ain allowed to be- 
ftow ; and as ſuch, my child, I may be 
pardoned if I am anxious to extend it to 
the utmoſt limits of my exiſtence, Man- 
ners is a point ſo indiſpenſibly an object 
of female attention, that 1 wiſh it was 
poſſible 
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poſſible to reduce its reſpective duties to 


a regular ſyſtem. A due ſenſe of propri- 
ety mult exiſt, or they can never be regu - 
lated with the decorum they ought. But 
on this ſubject I refer you to Madame 
Chapone's ethics, and the works of the 
Marchioneſs de Lambert. They will 


teach you truths which I could but have 


the honour of tranſcribing. I may be 
thought wrong, by expreſſing a wiſh that 
young women ſhould be allowed ſome 


place in polite and uſetul converlation, 


as the preſent faſhion ſeems calculated ta 
preclude thoſe advantages, by the unfa- 


vourable impreſſions to which they are 


liable. Pedantry and. prelumption are 
terms much too ſtrong for a worthy ſen- 
timent, or a modeſt and well applied ob- 
ſervation. The affectation of knowledge 
would juſtly incur the diſtinction of the 
latter, or the ill-timed introduction of that 
which otherwiſe would be deſerving of, 


notice. But pedantry, which is confi. 


gered, I belieye, as an aftectation of learn- 
8 ing 
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ing, I ſhould ſuppoſe no woman could 
feel any poſſible gratification in diſplay- 
ing, and the real poſicflion has ſeldom 
any temptation to excite it, Wit, which 
may be deemed natural, properly is at the 
{ule diſcretion of her who holds it; but 
as an electric quality can be judged of but 
by the object ſuſceptible of its effects, a 
very brilliant orator in the Engliſh nation 
has obſerv ed that“ wit and good nature are 
ſo nearly a kin as never to be united.“ I£ 
experience induced this remark, I ſhould 
hope that my child will never be ſo unfor- 
tunate in her alliance. Moliere, tho” he 
corrected many errors which then pre- 
vailed, and by his ſentiments and max- 
ims improved the morals of the Court, 


cannot be entitled to the thanks of our 


ſex; as his Femmes Scavantes entirely de- 
ſtroyed that taſte for female literature, 
which was both an ornament and uſe to 
the nation. To a certain degree, infor- 
mation and accompliſhments may be pur- 
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fued, and good ſenſe will be the only re- 
gulation they can receive, 

But we will proceed to a far more im- 
portant ſubject, on which I ſhall be very 
conciſe, I have examined myſelf with a 
ſevere attention before | preſumed to com- 
municate my thoughts to my child. Much 
weight they cannot bear, after the duties. 
I have infringed; but inſtinct, which 
now prompts me for the weltare of my 
offspring, is too ardent to be repreſſed, 

The;zruth and ſpirit of Chriſtianity 
comes, in a narrow compa!s, though the 
effects and operations thereof are large 
and diffuſive. I was educated in the 
principles of the Roman church; and too 
rigidly ſo to have made em lo ſalutary 
as I now could wiſh, When reaſon en- 
lightened my underſtanding, I ſaw the 
encroachments of tome errors I could not 
be inclined to embrace, The great ends 
of Providence may be uniformly preſerv- 
ed in all; but the ſimplicity of the Lu- 
theran doctrine was more adapted to my 

Com- 
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comprehenſion. Perpetual celibacy con- 
firmed this opinion; abſolution was con- 
trary to my ideas of human prerogative z 
and ſevere penance, a duty which the 
Deity had not impoſed, Having conſi- 
dered theſe reſtraints, to which 1 had fo 
long unwillingly yielded, I came to the 
reſolution of renouncing former maxims, 
and from the age of ſixteen, have endea- 
voured to regulate my principles by the 
tenets of the proteſtant church, admitting 
ſome few deviations, which reaſon could 
not adopt. But as I have not a wiſh to 
bias your mind or direct your heart, in a 
matter of this importance, I will only ob- 
ſerve, that whatever is deduced from 
ſcripture, may be embraced with ſafety, 
and that every act of the underſtanding 
which raiſes us to God, carries us above 
ourſelves. Thar we are accountable crea- 
tures; that the hopes and reliance on a 
future ſtate, which is the bulwark of chrit 
tianity, is our only ſupport and protec- 
tion ; that religion is an ornament to vir- 
tue; 
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tue; and chat every moral good is heigh- 
tened by piety and true devotion. By 
imploring divine aſſiſtance, we acknow- 
ledge the power who confers it; and in 
proportion to the bleſſing and conſolation 
it procures to ourlelves, N our 
actions towards others. 

But my hour is drawing nigh. The 
conflict of mind I ſo long have laboured 
under, unfits me almoſt for thought. 
The few intervals which have been al- 
lowed me, have I earneſtly dedicated to 
my child. At the age of fifteen, I have 
requeſted, in the letter which will encloſe 
this, it may at that period be preſented, 
as jhe firſt and laſt tribute of maternal at- 
fection and ſorrow. 


AUGUSTA PORKTRE, 


— LE 6 — 


It remains not forme to tell you, my 
deareſt Madam, what various emotions 


I have experienced during the peruſal of 
theſe 
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Hhele ſacred lines. The impreſſion which 
many parts have excited, where the ſuf- 
ferings of this patient mourner ſo imme- 
diately connect with mylelf, diſpoſe me 
almoſt to lament an exiſtence purchaſed 
at ſuch a coſt. This reflection will em- 
bitter many a future hour: for tho' inno- 
cently the fatal inſtru nent which de- 
prived a mother of thoſe bleſſings ſhe has 
with ſuch warmth of heart endeared to 
her child, yet ſtill ſome ſecret impulſe 
whiſpers a recolle&in I cannot repreſs, 
For that child, to trace precepts, duties 
ſo painful as theſe, even to the laſt efforts 
of expiring nature, thrill the very ſoul. 
I have long endeavoured to reconcile the 
paſt, upon thoſe principles which reaſon 
ſhould preſcribe, but ſomething has ever 
been wanting to the ſucceſs of my wiſhes. 


May the foregoing maxims, confirmed 
by your example, eſtabliſh her empire 
upon a ſure foundation; and tho? it has 
been my misfortune to have been de- 

prived 
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prived of the parents who gave me birth, 
may I hope, by every affectionate tender- 
neſs, to render my ſelf deſerving that one 
which Providence has now preſented to 
me: and tho' Sempronia Mardaunt is no 
more, the benevolent deeds by which her 
whole life has been ſupported, ſnall with 
fond remembrance be truly and grate- | 
fully acknowledged by 


her faithful repreſentative, 


*.2 


. BKEVILLE, 


— 


LANE'S NEW PUBLICATIONS, 


PI I" ** as n 1 tas tht tt. at 


ELLEN WOODLEY. 
By Mrs. Bonhote, 


2 vols. 12mo. 53. ſewed. 


MEMOIRS OF Mr, BENFIELD. 


2 vols. 12mo. 55, ſewed, 


oe 2089 L000 0000 ©TYOD 0999 ©0209 0040 


SS AN AY; 
From the French, 


s vols. 12m, 53. ſewed. 


„ 


3 — II — — 


V AH ENT 4.06 
A Soldier's Tale. 


2 vol. 12mo. 5s ſewed. 


8 „* m 1 


— EW * 


MG Me.. 
3 vols. Iz mo. gs. ſewed. 


———  — > 1 


—ͤ —-— 


LANE'S NEW PUBLICATIONS, 


aaa 


33 


nr. 
OR THE VICTIM OF SENSIBILITY. 


2 vols. 12mo, 5s ſewed. 


4a AA 


brett 


** 
— td ht 


WREATH OF FRIENDSHIP, 


OR A RETURN FROM INDIA. 
3 vols, 12mo. 75. 6d. ſewed. 


a. ran ds i... tit tar ara. Py a. th. th. 
W ww » * 


W 


8A 0-8-1: Y--0. bs 


A Romance, 
From the Ruſſian of the famous Wocklow, 


3 vols. 12mo. 75s. 6d, ſewed. 


— 5 


* 


00000000 0003 0 


LOUISA FORRESTER, 


or CHARACTERS FROM LiFE, 


3 vols. 12mo. 7s, 6d, ſewed. 


* 


- —— — x ͤ — — — m ˙⁰ ˙ mA ˙. . ¹-wmꝛ10 ë̃ 


* = 


8. LANE'S NEW PUBLICATIONS, 


* * »„ PII 


$008 00820000 _ 2 


1 9%ÜͤX -H T. 
OR THE COTTAGER., 


2 vols. 12mo 5s. ſewed. 


ALFRED AND CASSANDRA, 
A Romantic Tale. 
2 vols. 12mo. 48. ſewed; 


9900 th. th PI" th. ts. AM. th a. at th. 6. ttt. 
r — 


SAINT JULIAN'S ABRRY, 
2 vols. 12mo. 55. ſewed, 


$200 000006 D AL HAR 


FAMILY SKETCHES, 
2 vols. 12mo. 58. ſewed. 


* 


G0 rn n. 


' OR THE SorpiER 's REWARD, 


2 vols. 12mo. 8. ſewed. 


n. 
2 vols. 12mo. 58. ſewed. 


— 4 
* 


3 vols. 12 mo. 78. 6d. ſewed. 


CHARLES HENLEY, 
2 vols. 12mo. 58. ſewed, 


rr 


WILLIAM LANE, 


LzaADENHALL-STREET, LONDON, 


Reſpectſully informs hi- Literary Friends and the 
Public, that his Repoſitory is now open for Ma- 
nuſcripts of merit againſt the next ſeaſon; and that 
a ſum, from five guineas to one hundred, is ready 
for ſuch favours as may be preſented to his preſs. 


